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Your place in the SPOTLIGHT 

On December 10th Podium launched the first ever FE/HE 2012 focused case study magazine, called Spotlight.  The ‘Winter 2008’ edition of Spotlight captures a number of exciting examples of ways in which both the FE and HE sectors are already capitalising on the opportunities presented by the 2012 Games.  Issue no. 1 is a ‘Beijing Games Special’ and a number of the articles focus on the ways that universities and colleges contributed to making the Games a success.

The case studies featured in the magazine are extremely broad, with articles on research, culture, media, skills, innovation sport and many more 

To learn about how other colleges and universities have been using the 2012 to inspire projects and activities – download an electronic copy of Spotlight here.

If you wish to have up to five copies sent to you free of charge, please contact charlotte@podium.ac.uk.

Involved with 2012 related events and projects already?  We would like to learn about them and potentially feature them in our next edition of Spotlight.  Please email any information and photos to charlotte@podium.ac.uk, or call on 0207 664 4873 to discuss this opportunity.
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Podium Annual Conference presentations now online 

Podium held its annual conference on December 10th, entitled 'FOUR YEARS IN THE GLOBAL SPOTLIGHT'.  The Conference was attended by almost 500 delegates from across the FE and HE sectors and other organisations.  

Highlights of the day included addresses from Lord Coe (Chair LOCOG – pictured presenting above), Olympic Gold Medallist Pete Reed and John Armitt (Chair ODA), in a packed line-up of leading figures and decision makers.  Over 20 separate workshops covering a variety of topics including culture, sport, skills and more ran throughout the afternoon.
  
Presentations from the day are available to download from the resources section, (look for the heading ‘Conference materials’).  

In order for us to develop our future conferences and events in line with your recommendations – we would be very grateful if you could fill out a feedback form (download one here and fax to 020 7664 4850 – or email charlotte@podium.ac.uk for a form in word).  
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Turn your designs into Gold and Silver for 2012 - Royal Mint Competition

A fantastic once in a lifetime opportunity launched yesterday giving the nation the chance to make its mark on the currency in pockets for years to come .  Launched today by Education Minister, Sarah McCarthy-Fry and Beijing Gold Medallist Geraint Thomas, the Royal Mint’s competition means that 50 pence pieces designed by yourself could be in circulation from March 2010 to celebrate the 2012 Games.  

This opportunity gives your students and staff the chance to create exciting designs for 27 different coins, representing all of the Olympic and Paralympic sports.  The Royal Mint is inviting designs for a new-look reverse for the 50p using the Olympic or Paralympic sports as their inspiration.  They guarantee that the winning design will be used to produce 50 pence piece coins. 

In addition, 13-19 year olds are being given the specific opportunity to design a 50p coin which represents Olympic/Paralympic cycling.  The winner will receive a unique gold coin featuring his/her own artwork and will be invited to see his/her design being transformed into actual UK coins at the Royal Mint.  The winner’s school/college will also receive £10,000.   For more information click here.

Sarah McCarthy-Fry, Education Minister said: ‘I am delighted to support this competition and pleased that The Royal Mint is giving our young people the opportunity to showcase their artistic abilities and talent through the prism of London 2012’. 

Andrew Stafford, Chief Executive of the Royal Mint commented: 'This competition gives young people an opportunity to bring together various curriculum themes, such as art, design, sport and history, and the winning design will be imprinted on the back of millions of 50 pence pieces which will be found in the nation’s change for years to come'.

For full information on the Royal Mint London 2012 Design Competition, visit www.royalmintcompetition.co.uk. 
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Podium Skills London

The Association of Colleges London Region FE/HE 2012 Project (formerly known as OnTrack London) has been officially rebranded as Podium Skills London.  It is expected that the alignment of the Podium Skills London brand with Podium will ensure a clearly unified presence and strong contribution from the FE/HE sector to the 2012 Games.

Podium Skills London is committed to making excellence in learning, training and employment a permanent legacy of the 2012 Games.  Their purpose is to use the Games as a catalyst to promote the skills, training and education offered to individuals by London colleges and universities, with the ultimate aim of increasing social mobility and improving job prospects for Londoners.

Podium Skills London is supported by the London Development Agency.  For more information please contact matthew.parker@aoclr.ac.uk. 
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Games-time Training Venues Sought – apply by 31st January

Could your institution be part of staging the London 2012 Games?

The London 2012 Organising Committee is inviting applications for Olympic and Paralympic Games-time Training Venues.  These are the facilities that the competing athletes, coaches and support staff will use for training in the two weeks leading up to the 2012 Games, as well as during the Games.  All 26 Olympic and 20 Paralympic sports and disciplines need to be catered for within a strict 30 minutes journey time by car from official Olympic and Paralympic accommodation. 

The turnaround is tight – the deadline for expressions of interest/applications is set at January 31st 2009, and applications are expected from community facilities, schools, private clubs and sports associations in addition to colleges and universities.

Applications will be assessed against technical criteria set by international Federations for each Olympic and Paralympic Sport in addition to stipulations on location, size and availability.  Interested institutions can download an application form which includes criteria for registration here.

Podium is encouraging all eligible colleges and universities with potentially suitable facilities to apply and bring the Games to their institution.  If you require further information or assistance, please get in touch with Podium (kate@podium.ac.uk). 
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Are you running a project Inspired by the Games?
The Inspire programme recognises outstanding non-commercial projects and events inspired by London 2012 across sport, culture, education, environment, volunteering and enterprise.  Successful projects and events are licensed to use of the Inspire Mark, part of the London 2012 brand family. To find out more about the 
Inspire programme and to see if your project matches the criteria please visit www.london2012.com/beinspired.

Every HEI in the country in entitled to bid for the Inspire Mark.  FE Colleges can also apply for the Mark, providing that they are already registered on Get set and that the project is part of a collaborative venture.  

For further advice and to receive an application form please email gareth.smith@london2012.com
Podium is currently working with LOCOG to produce a guidance booklet for the Inspire Mark which we hope to make available in March 2009.
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Get awarded for lighting the flame (London Education Partnership Awards)

The London Education Partnership (LEP) Awards 2009 have been launched to celebrate the achievements of London's schools, colleges, universities and business partnerships.  Dynamic education partnerships of all kinds are helping many of London's young people and adults go on to higher education, enabling them to have fulfilling careers and to share in the capital's wealth and economic success.  The awards reward excellence, best practice, innovation and entrepreneurship by recognising the impact that educational partnerships are having on people's aspirations and life choices.

For a second year, Podium is delighted to be supporting these awards by sponsoring the ‘2012 – lighting the flame’ category.  A range of criteria make this award a challenging and highly commendable achievement – an honour received by the London-Beijing World City Links project in 2008.  If your college/university/partnership is using the 2012 Games to inspire innovative schemes for non-traditional HE entrants please have a look at the application brochure and see if your partnership could w! in the Podium award this year…

Application deadline is 5.00pm on Friday 20th March 2009 - click here to find out more. 
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Innsbruck to host Olympic Youth Games in 2012

IOC President Jaques Rogge announced on December 12th 2008 that the inaugural Winter Youth Olympic Games (YOG) will be held in Innsbruck in 2012, following the Summer Games in Singapore 2010. 

The new Youth Olympic Games will be a multisport event for young people, balancing sport, education and culture and will be contested by talented athletes aged 14 to 18 from around the world.  Held quadrennially, they will be staggered to complement the Olympic and Paralympic, Summer and Winter Games cycles. 
Conceived by IOC president Jacques Rogge in 2001 in order to inspire young people to participate in sport and adopt the Olympic values, their creation was formalised by the IOC in 2007. 

Sports contested in Innsbruck will mirror those at the London 2012 Games, but with limited or slightly modified disciplines; for example cycling events will include BMX and MTB (off-road mountain biking) whilst road and track have been left out.

For more information click here.
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Olympic Park archaeology in Newham, Woolwich and Hackney

Join the ODA and the Museum of London for free events about the archaeology programme on the Olympic Park.

At each event a talk will be given on the exciting historical discoveries made, including the remains of skeletons, houses and everyday life from prehistoric settlements to more recent times.  Some of the artefacts unearthed from the Park site will also be display. 

Event details:
Newham - 21st Jan - click here for more details  
Woolwich - 17th February - click here for more details  
Hackney - 4th March click here for more details  
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Bridging the Gap – Security Skills for London 2012
Podium is delighted to be supporting Bridging the Gap a scheme which has been put in place to deliver SIA licensed young people into the Security and Public Services Industry via the Further and Higher Education sectors.  The project aims to enhance employment opportunities for participants through the introduction of a new industry approved ‘fit for purpose’ Edexcel qualification, delivered by a network of specialist approved providers.
 
The project will provide large numbers of learners via a structured development programme.  They will have transferable skills and qualifications that will lead to more opportunities to work within industry, particularly the 2012 London Games.  Through a network of 25 colleges and training providers the project will ideally deliver in excess of 6,000 trained, and appropriately licensed personnel who will form a key element of the security workforce at the 2012 Games.  

If your institution is interested in being involved with Bridging the Gap please contact Michael Wright MWright2@nhc.ac.uk at North Hertfordshire College for further information and an Expression of Interest form.

Click here for more information.
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International Higher Education Partnerships conference

Overseas delivery currently accounts for 200,000 international students following UK Higher Education programmes.  By 2010 it is likely that demand for trans-national education will be greater than for international students seeking an overseas campus based experience.  This signifies the vital importance of successful international partnerships between HEIs. 

A number of insightful and informative presentations from Professor Robin Middlehurst, Professor Sir Drummond Bone and Professor Ian Diamond will inform the day’s discussions.

For further information please click here.
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Do you have what it takes to be a Paralympian?

Paralympics GB are searching for new talent and potential stars of Vancouver 2010 and London 2012, and will be holding sessions on 29th January in various venues in Sheffield.

Click here for further information.
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Young British Athletes begin their journey to 2012

Youth Team GB, made up of the very best young British Athletes aged 13-19 have arrived in Sydney at the athletes' village for AYOF 2009, which runs between the 14th-18th January. The delegation of over 100 athletes and potential Olympians, led by the British Olympic Association will be competing in 11 Olympic sports; Archery, Canoe/Kayak; Diving; Equestrian; Fencing; Gymnastics; Hockey; Rowing; Shooting; Triathlon and Volleyball (beach).  Jess Walker, a canoeist who is studying at Kings College London, has been chosen to lead the British Team into the opening ceremony.

Many of the athletes will be using this competition as a stepping stone to London 2012, and getting their first taste of Olympic and multi-sport competitions. The invitational festival was set up by the Australian Olympic Committee as a legacy of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games and includes over 1,600 athletes representing 25 countries.  

To follow Team GB’s progress and read athlete blogs from Sydney, visit the dedicated BOA website.

Team GB for the European Youth Olympic Winter Festival, to be held in Slask Beskidy, Poland (14th -21st February), has also recently been announced.  The 32 strong British team will compete in five disciplines: Alpine Skiing, Cross-country Skiing, Curling, Figure Skating and Snowboarding.

Through experiences such as these, and last summer’s unique pilot programme ‘Britain’s Olympic Ambition 2012’, (which took 150 young 2012 hopefuls to experience Beijing 2008,) the BOA intend to help break down barriers, and boost preparations and confidence in Britain’s younger competitors.  The ultimate aim is to ensure that a much greater level of athletes achieve success at their first Olympic Games in London 2012.

A short film about the Olympic Ambition programme ‘On a Golden Journey’, has been made by Games sponsor Lloyds TSB, and can be viewed here.
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2012 Games - Regional Strategies and Implications Conference

The Centre for Sport, Physical Education & Activity Research (SPEAR) at Canterbury Christ Church University is pleased to announce that, due to funding from the Economic and Social Research Council, it is able to offer free registration and full travel rembursement for its One-Day Conference on the Regional Strategies and Implications of the 2012 Games.  For full details please click here.
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Street Theatre – 2012 cultural developments in the South West

A £450,000 street theatre performance will be held in Plymouth next summer as part of the run-up to the 2012 Games.

'The Beautiful Journey' will be performed 17 times on the streets of Devonport by the professional Cornish theatre group Wildworks, using city volunteer performers too.  Plymouth University says its performing arts students are to be involved in creating the production.

According to RELAYS (Regional Educational Legacy in Arts and Youth Sport), created to deliver long-term cultural benefits from the Games, ‘The Beautiful Journey’ will be a three-year international project taking place in and around shipyards, including Falmouth in 2011.  The Arts Council said shows would also take place in Newcastle and Gateshead.

The Arts Council's Gillian Taylor said the event would be 'on a scale that has never happened before. One of the reasons for London winning the bid for the Olympics is on the basis of the cultural programme.  It's not just about the Games, but opportunities for people throughout the country to take part in cultural activities."
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Jobs at London 2012

There are currently are a large number of jobs being advertised for positions at LOCOG.  Full details can be found here. 
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Podium's new website - coming soon...
In order to continue to facilitate good practice sharing, regional engagement and FE/HE event promotion we are re-developing the website - launching soon.   We would like to know if you are running a project which is inspired by the 2012 Games which can be showcased on our new site.  Similarly, please keep us informed of any 2012 focused events, specific job opportunities, news stories or Olympic or Paralympic related reports.  

Please email charlotte@podium.ac.uk to get your activity featured on the new website or in next month's newsletter.  
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Chair of Podium Announcement

The Chair of Podium, Professor Simon Lee, Vice-Chancellor of Leeds Metropolitan University has recently announced he will be leaving the University this summer.  All the team at Podium wish him well - and we also hope very much that Simon will continue to work actively with Podium.  

Further details in our next newsletter – sign up here.  

Please check our website for news and events updates and resources.

www.podium.ac.uk
