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Sport England Research ebulletin, Issue 7, January 2009

The information in this Bulletin is grouped into research 'themes' which reflect the different types of research Sport England undertakes.
Tracking Trends

Active People Survey 2: annual results published
Sport England published headline results from the second year of Active People, Active People Survey 2, in December 2008. The results show that more than 6.8 million adults (aged 16 and over) take part in sport at least three times a week, for a minimum of 30 minutes, at moderate intensity, an increase in participation of 550,000 adults between 2005/6 (Active People Survey 1) and 2007/8. More. 
Active People Survey 2 results are available at national, regional, county and local level, with sport specific results also available. Results are published in a series of 'factsheets' accompanied by more detailed data in spreadsheet format.
Sport England will be publishing further sport specific results in early February 2009. This will include demographic analysis of participation, data on organised sport (club membership, tuition, organised competition), regional sport participation and latent demand for sport.
To view the results, click here.

Understanding Participation

A review of sexual orientation in sport
In December 2008, Sport England, along with the other UK Sports Councils, and UK Sport, published a literature review of sexual orientation in sport. This study reviews what is known about sexual orientation in sport and draws out implications and practical recommendations. 
Click here to download report.

CASE: Culture and Sport Evidence Programme
The Culture and Sport Evidence Programme (CASE) has been established and jointly funded by DCMS, Sport England, English Heritage, Museums and Libraries Archives Council and Arts Council England. The programme aims to improve the evidence base around shared strategic issues and to strengthen our understanding of how best to deliver culture and sporting opportunities of the highest quality to the widest audience. The first piece of work is already underway - The University of London EPPI Centre and Matrix Knowledge Group have been commissioned by CASE to carry out research drawing together the current evidence to address fundamental questions for public policy development: what drives engagement and how do we value it?. 
Additionally the CASE programme will involve the scoping of a culture and sport assets database - building on Active Places and related datasets to look at supply across the sectors - which will report in Spring 2009, and placing culture and sports engagement questions in Understanding Society - the new household longitudinal study which will deliver initial data to the CASE programme in 2011.

Satisfaction with the quality of the sporting experience
Highlighted in Issue 6 of the eBulletin, Sport England is developing a survey to better understand sport participants satisfaction with the quality of their sporting experience, a crucial part of Sport England's 2008-2011 strategy. Following a series of workshops with each of the national governing bodies of sport (NGBs) the survey instrument has been cognitively tested and in December 2008/January 2009, a full pilot was undertaken with two sports. NGBs have been working closely with Ipsos MORI, (the independent research agency commissioned to conduct the research) to provide their views on the questionnaire and to supply details of their club members and talent pool. The main fieldwork will take place in March 2009, which will involve the completion of approximately 42,000 online surveys across 46 sports. Baseline satisfaction measures will be available in May 2009. For more information, click here.

Evaluating Impact - evidence of 'what works'

Free Swimming
The Free Swimming Programme is a new £140 million programme designed to increase participation in swimming in England and lead to subsequent health and economic benefits. The initiative is based around local authorities providing free swimming for children aged 16 and under and for adults aged 60 and over. Funding has initially been made available for two years from April 2009 until March 2011. The Free Swimming Programme is a cross government initiative with funding from five government departments, as well as investment and resource from the Amateur Swimming Association and Sport England. The Sport England Research Team is managing the contract for the Monitoring and Evaluation on behalf of the stakeholders and is currently inviting expressions of interest from suppliers interested in carrying out a comprehensive evaluation of the impact of the Free Swimming Programme. The closing date for expressions of interest is 30th January 2009. More details can be found here.

Sport Unlimited
Sport Unlimited is an initiative to get more children and young people taking part in the sports that interest them most outside of school. It has now been fully rolled out across the country. The latest news on the evaluation can be found on the Sport Unlimited evaluation website. The website has been set up by Substance and the Sport Industry Research Centre (SIRC), who are leading the evaluation. The website provides a space for ongoing dialogue about the programme and can be used by all involved to share updates and insights.
Active England
The final evaluation report of the Active England programme will be published on the Sport England website shortly. Active England was a programme jointly funded by Sport England and the Big Lottery Fund that aimed to increase participation in sports and physical activity, particularly through creating sustainable, innovative multi-activity environments in areas of sport, social and health deprivation.
If you would like to view previous editions of this eBulletin, send a request to research@sportengland.org
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