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Analysis

CCPR Chief Executive Tim Lamb has commented today as Tessa Jowell set out plans to divert a further £675 million to the Olympic budget, which means that 20% of all lottery income between 2005 and 2012 will be spent on Olympic preparations.

Mr Lamb said:

'CCPR is fully committed to the Olympics, but has had its worst fears confirmed that the 'legacy of increased sporting participation' promised in the bid document is now seriously under threat. As a result of this budget Sport England will now be required to commit £55.9 million  more to the Olympic pot, leaving less funding for community sport across England. 

The legacy plans issued by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport in 2006 were based on a standstill budget for Sport England. This budget has now been drastically reduced, leading Sport England to estimate that participation will decline by 186,000 people as a result.

Whilst the budget announcement puts an end to damaging speculation, the Government now needs to urgently demonstrate how it will plan, resource and deliver its promise to increase sporting participation as a result of the Olympics. No matter how good the venues are in London, these are not going to increase participation in Penzance and Preston.'

