Regeneration needs can trigger schools cash
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Education authorities will be allowed to cite wider criteria including regeneration needs and poor infrastructure to back applications for school building cash.

A consultation on the next three-year £9.3 billion wave of the Government’s Building Schools for the Future programme, says the remaining 76 authorities can now join 72 already using it to build schools.

The Department for Children, Schools and Families says they will be able to join in the next three years if they can demonstrate plans for four or five schools.

A wider range of criteria may be used to prioritize projects including major social regeneration and development projects, poor school infrastructure and new community facilities.

Schools may also be co-located with other facilities like healthcare and where sustainable development is a priority.

“Instead of waiting, we want to give them more scope to target pockets of deprivation and underperforming schools now – by giving the remaining local authorities the chance of early entry as soon as they are ready,” said schools minister Jim Knight.

The British Property Federation welcomed the moves, which it said highlight its efforts to show infrastructure projects are a catalyst for wider regeneration.

“This overhaul of the programme could be a vital move in unlocking new money, new homes and new communities,” said regeneration and development committee chairman Ken Dytor.

