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	Volunteering Project's Launched in the West Midlands 
The Co-operative StreetGames Young Volunteer programme has reached the West Midlands. Four projects in the West Midlands has signed up to the programme aimed at getting young people in deprived areas volunteering in thier local communities. Well done to Walsall NDC, George Salter Colliegate Academy, Stoke's Closing the Gap, and Nechells and Yardley StreetGames Project for helping young people in there local communities volunteer. The Co-operative StreetGames Young Volunteers responds to the lack of sports-based volunteering opportunities in deprived areas. It will develop the sporting and community leadership skills of 2700 young people between now and 2012 in the most deprived neighbourhoods of England. 

For more information visit the Volunteering section of the website. 

	Premier League Grants 
StreetGames has been successful in securing a £1 million grant from the English Premier Football League in association with the DCMS.

Most of the money is being spent on new sports opportunities in deprived areas around the country.

In the West Midlands, 18 grants have been awarded using the Premier League money in Birmingham (Aston, Nechells, Washwood Heath, Ladywood), Brierley Hill, Wednesbury, Chelmsley Wood, Stoke on Trent, and Walsall. 

The grants will be used to set up over 15,000 new participation opportunities in regular new sessions in cheerleading, football, cricket, basketball, handball, athletics, and boxing. 

	West Midlands Regional Tournament 2008 
Our large and prestigious regional tournament will be held in Nechells, Birmingham on Saturday August 30th, featuring teams from the 15 StreetGames projects around the region. There will be over 500 young people taking part in the sports of football, basketball, netball, cheerleading, and badminton. The event will also enable the competitors to taste activities such as 60m sprinting, non contact boxing, cricket cage, golf cage, dj workshops and graffiti art. 

Entry forms will be available in May 2008. Please contact Alison O′Connell for further information: Alisonoconnell@bcfds.com 

	Nike Player Panel 
The Nike Player Panel will offer an award for small community based sports projects, led by outstanding young people in each region, with an emphasis on rewarding volunteers. A panel of players will select the best projects for each region. Awards are for £10,000 and is funded by Nike's sustainability programme Nike Reuse-A-Shoe. The panel includes Owen Hargreaves MUFC, Steven Taylor NUFC, Gabby Abonglahor AVFC, and Theo Walcott AFC. Closing date is the 14th April 2008. 

	Skills Active 
Skills Active have two very useful tools available via there website, Active Analyser and ActivePassport. Active analyser will improve and simplify the collection of training and organisational needs by using an online record. And Active Passport is a tool that shows online your skills and qualifications .

For more information visit the Skills Active Website 

	5 Hour Offer 
The Government have committed to a policy enabling every young person access to 5 hours of sport per week, in and out of school. This relates to Government Targets of PSA 22 (Public Service Agreement coming from a four yearly Comprehensive Spending Review that a variety of agencies have to embrace) and the NI′s (National Indicators for Local Authorities), the key one being NI 57 focusing on young peoples participation in sport. 

The 5 hour offer is a major opportunity for developing sport, especially in low income and deprived areas where there is significantly less sports participation and volunteering. 

StreetGames is working with County Sport Partnerships, Community Sport Networks, and School Sport Partnerships in deprived areas to plan for the 5 hour offer. In particular, all of these are currently setting up an Extending Activities Plan, where there are new budgets available to increase youth participation in sport. 

For further information on the 5 Hour Offer and the Extending Activities Plans, contact StreetGames WM Network Manager Kerry McDonald 

	StreetGames HandBall Cup 2008 
The First StreetGames Handball Cup 2008 is taking place at Wright Robinson Sports Village in East Manchester on Saturday 26th April (Females aged 14 to 16yrs) and Sunday 27th April (Males aged 16 to 18yrs)

It is an ideal competition for you all, it is aimed at novices and emerging teams, ideal for StreetGames partners, it costs £3 per player. See in the Events section of the StreetGames website for more information. 

	London 2012: How will the UK Benefit? 
A one day seminar on Thursday 24th April 2008, free admission and open to all. The seminar will involve a day of discussion and debate about the planning and staging of mega events, with particular reference to the 2012 Olympic Games in London. The seminar will be held at the Coventry University Business School and is sponsered by Coventry and Warwickshire Sporting Partnership 2012.

For further information, contact Simon Chadwick, Coventry University, at simon.chadwick@coventry.ac.uk 

	Kerry McDonald
WM Network Manager
kerry.mcdonald@streetgames.org


