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TOP ATHLETES HONOUR THE BEST OF THE

WEST MIDLANDS AT DISABILITY SPORTS AWARDS 

Friday, 18 April 2008

The West Midlands’ gathered to honour some of its finest athletes at last night’s 2008 npower Disability Sports Awards, held at Aston Villa Football Club.

Ben O’Brien from Rigby Hall School won the EFDS Young Male Achiever of the Year award with Kidderminster swimmer, Francesca O’Connor, taking the EFDS Young Female Achiever of the Year title.

Shropshire’s cricket coaches, Neil Bradshaw and Jonathan Caldecott went home with the Coach of the Year award, whilst the Villa Rockets Power Chair Football team won the Team of the Year title.

The new npower Partnership Award went to Worcester Rugby Football Club for its community TAG rugby programme and Chadsgrove School in Bromsgrove was awarded the prestigious School of the Year title.

Sport England Volunteer was Lynne Onions from Sutton Coldfield and the Sports Club of the Year award went to Stafford Special Olympics. 

The winner of the Ambassador for Disability Sport went to Clive Spencer from New College, Worcester. The award is presented to someone who has made an outstanding contribution to disability sports over their lifetime. Clive has been a PE teacher at the school for visually impaired students, for 39 years. He is a goalball referee and has supervised matches on four continents since 1984. He will be going to Beijing in September to referee at the 2008 Paralympic Games. He received his trophy from the Football Association’s director of football development, Sir Trevor Brooking.

Coventry’s badminton supremo, Rajeev Bagga, won the npower Male Sports Personality of the Year, whilst Halesowen’s tennis star, Jordanne Whiley (15), was the 2008 npower Female Sports Personality.

It has been a superb year for the Earls High School student. She recently clinched her sixth international title of 2008, when paired with fellow Brit, Lucy Shuker, to win the Women's Doubles at the North East Wheelchair Tennis Tournament in Sunderland, the second British-based world ranking event of the 2008 NEC Wheelchair Tennis Tour.

 

There were several sports personalities at the presentation evening including the Football Association’s director of football development, Sir Trevor Brooking, paralympian and world Number One Boccia player, Nigel Murray, swimmers Nyree Lewis and Sascha Kindred, World Champion rower, Tom Kay, wheelchair basketball ace, Sinclair Thomas and the former chairman of Aston Villa Doug Ellis, OBE.

Kevin Rodgers, community involvement executive for event sponsor, npower, says: “Every year the Midlands awards get better and better; as a company, npower is delighted to be able to give its support to individuals and teams who achieve such remarkable success.”

Dennis Hodgkins, regional development manager at the EFDS, comments: “It’s been an amazing night. I don’t think we’ve ever had so many Paralympians and potential Paralympians together. I tried counting up medals and gave up due to the sheer number. That says a lot about the achievements of our athletes across the region.”

Setanta Sports presenter, Matt Teale, hosted the gala evening.
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Caption: Keynote speaker, assistant coach to the GB team and Paralympian medallist, Sinclair Thomas

