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OLYMPIC ATHLETE JONATHAN EDWARDS WELCOMES

2012 ROADSHOW TO THE WEST MIDLANDS

Sporting newcomers and aspiring athletes from across the West Midlands are being given the chance to try out new sports and meet some of the UK’s sporting champions when the London 2012 Roadshow arrives in the West Midlands region later this month.

Part of a nation-wide tour led by the 2012 team and supported by Sport England, the Roadshow is based on a ‘join in’ theme which aims to encourage participation in sport and showcase the nationwide value of the Games. The 2012 Roadshow will make two stops in the West Midlands: 

· Wednesday 15 August 2007. The Main Event in Stafford. Join Olympic triple-jump champion from the Sydney 2000 Games, Jonathan Edwards, and 2002 Commonwealth 100m breaststroke gold medallist, Adam Whitehead as they welcome the 2012 Roadshow to the region. 

· Sunday 26 August 2007. The UK School Games in Coventry. VIP guests will include champion hurdler and 2002 Commonwealth Games Silver Medallist in the 4 x 400m, James Hillier. 
As well as the chance to meet and talk to athletes, the Roadshow will offer a range of ‘taster’ sessions and demonstrations throughout the day such as tennis speed-serving, penalty shootout, boccia*, skipping, rowing, canoeing and circuit training (full details and timing listed below). A ‘Dream Statistics’ zone provided by The National Lottery will also be on site allowing people to find out if they could be the next sporting hero – or simply what sports they are most suited to – by testing their height, weight and muscle power.

Councillor Chris Saint, leader of the West Midlands Leadership Group for the 2012 Games – the body co-ordinating the West Midlands’ contribution to the success of the 2012 Games, said: 

“London won the chance to host the 2012 Games on the back of the promise that the Games would mean something to people the length and breadth of the UK - and the West Midlands is particularly keen to make sure that happens. Not only are we ideally placed geographically to welcome international teams looking to base themselves close to the capital, but as a region we have a reputation for encouraging sporting excellence and hosting major international events. The West Midlands Leadership Group for 2012 has been set up to help ensure that our region gets its share of the business, economic and tourism opportunities offered by the Games. More than that, however, we want local people to get involved – to take part directly in the Games through volunteering or simply by being inspired by what they see to try their own hand at sport”.

Steve Town, Sport England Regional Director added: 


“Sport England’s ambition is to get two million more people taking part in sport by 2012; our target in the West Midlands is nearly 200,000. The Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012, has the power to inspire us all to play sport and we want to make sure that everyone, no matter who they are and where they live in the country, has access to quality sporting activities in their local community. If we can do this we will deliver a legacy the nation can be proud of. As a result of hosting the Games we want to be the first country ever to demonstrate that there has been an increase in the take up of sport in the country. We want our legacy model to be so successful that after 2012 countries hosting the Games will follow our lead”.

Sebastian Coe, Chair of the London 2012 Organising Committee also commented:

“London 2012 will be a nationwide Games and the Roadshow is only the first part of our pledge to involve everyone the length and breadth of the UK towards, and including, 2012.  I am delighted that the Roadshow is able to visit the West Midlands to demonstrate first hand how this is being undertaken and get the local community involved.  We want to encourage young people to develop their sporting ability, to achieve something for themselves or to inspire others to unearth their own talents.  Visiting the London 2012 Roadshow is a great first step to accomplishing this.”

The 2012 Roadshow will be on site as follows:

· 15 August: The Main Event, ROWLEY PARK, Stafford 
(10am- 4pm) 
TASTER SESSIONS (available throughout the day)

· Gymnastics Coaching

· Netball shooting game

· Rowing

· Canoeing

· Penalty Shoot Out

· Badminton

DEMONSTRATION SESSIONS (11am-2pm)

· 11am:               Gymnastics - Stafford Gymnastics Club demonstration session.

· 11.20am:           Football Freestyler demonstration session. 

· 11.50am:           Adam Whitehead circuit training demonstration session.

· 12.10pm:          Muay Thai demonstration session.

· 12.20pm:          Football Freestyler demonstration session.

· 12.50pm:          Gymnastics - Stafford Gymnastics Club demonstration session.

· 1.10pm:            Adam Whitehead circuit training demonstration session.

· 1.30pm:            Football Freestyler demonstration session.

· 26 August: UK School Games, Coventry 
(car park 12 – BY THE ATHLETICS TRACK: 10am- 4pm) 

TASTER SESSIONS (available throughout the day): 

· LTA Tennis speed serve

· Football penalty shoot out

· Boccia/Goal ball

· Rowing

· Canoeing

DEMONSTRATION SESSIONS

· 10.30:               Red and white skipper demonstration session.

· 11am:               Football keepy uppy demonstration session.

· 12pm:               James Hillier circuit training demonstration session.

· 12.30pm:          Red and white skipper demonstration session.

· 1pm:                 Football keepy uppy demonstration session.

· 2pm:                 James Hillier circuit training demonstration session.

· 2.30pm:            Red and white skipper demonstration session

· 3pm:                 Football keepy uppy demonstration session.

- Ends-

Press information and interviews:

· For further information and to request interviews with members of the 2012 team and Sport England team, contact Jo Hammond on 07739 330294 or email: johammond97@yahoo.co.uk 
· For further information about the 2012 Roadshow at the Main Event in Stafford contact Jenny Moore jmoore@staffordbc.gov.uk. 
· For further information about the 2012 Roadshow at the UK School Games in Coventry contact Jeanette Scott on 07923 367199 or jscott@advent-communications.co.uk 
Notes to editors:

*BOCCIA: Boccia was introduced into the UK in the early 1980s. When it came to the UK, boccia was solely designed as a sport for those with severe cerebral palsy. It has now developed into a game played by many sections of the community - and from a purely recreational level up to the intensely competitive Paralympics. The rules of Boccia are determined by the Cerebral Palsy International Sport and Recreation Association and are reviewed every four years, usually just after the Paralympics.

The aim of the game is to propel a set of coloured balls and position them closer to a white ‘marker’ ball than those of your opponent. The game is a non-contact, target driven sport and can be played either individually (one v one using 6 balls each), in pairs (two v two using 3 balls each) or as a team activity (three v three using 2 balls each). www.cpsport.org 

