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For immediate release: Monday 20th August 2007

history of a staffordshire town is

captured on cloth for posterity

Bayeux can look to its laurels. Cannock is to have its own tapestry masterpiece on permanent display, thanks to a grant from the Lottery’s Awards for All programme. The project is one of 19 in Staffordshire to benefit in the round of awards, announced today. A total of £553,238 is being distributed to 88 groups across the West Midlands.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme grants awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass roots community groups and voluntary organisations.

For six years, 17 members of the Chadsmoor Tapestry Group have been quietly working on an embroidery commemorating Cannock’s history, heritage, fauna and flora, raising money for their canvases and silks from coffee mornings, card sales and talks. The work, which was stitched in a series of panels, will now be put together into one intricate and colourful tapestry, measuring 11’ by 5’ 8”, and will be mounted in a display cabinet in the town’s civic suite, following a £9,000 Lottery grant.

Brenda Marshall, Chairman and Project Co-ordinator, Chadsmoor Tapestry Group, said: “We’ve used a technique known as stump work, which gives a three-dimensional effect, and we’ve brought in images of the town past and present, as well as local wildlife, including animals, birds, reptiles, insects and wild flowers. Cannock’s name came from a massive oak tree and so we’ve used large sepia-coloured oak leaves that look as though they are falling as part of the theme for the past. Modern times are represented by an image of the bandstand, which is in black and white like an etching.”

Staffordshire Reels on Wheels has been granted £10,000 for a motorised cinema screen to be installed in the town’s museum and art gallery. It will offer cheap seats to local children and families wanting to learn more about the city’s great heritage. The group, which also takes films to isolated communities around the area, wants to increase its screenings of mainstream films for children at weekends and in the holidays, and show the latest Bollywood productions for the local Asian community. 
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Robert Johnson, Film Co-ordinator, Staffordshire Reels on Wheels, said: “Many families can’t afford to go to a multiplex. Here they will be able to see a film and, because we are based in the museum and art gallery, they will see something of the local heritage, such as the ceramics collection.

“We will be showing some films with a local connection, such as ‘The Card’, which is based on a book by our famous local writer, Arnold Bennett, and ‘A Night to Remember’, which tells the story of the Titanic. The liner’s captain, Edward John Smith, came from Hanley.”  

Other groups to benefit in this round of awards include East Staffordshire Racial Equality Council, which received £9,950 for workshops on mixed-heritage and cultural identity issues, and North Staffs Asperger Autism Association, Newcastle under Lyme, where £2,600 will go towards activities and outings for children with this condition and their families. 

Mill House and The Burgesses Social Club, South Staffordshire, has been granted £8,480 to improve its facilities, while Friends of Tamworth Jazz received £3,304 to put on live performances for the local community.

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of the West Midlands region, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “This round of Awards for All grants in the West Midlands is providing support for a wide range of projects, from putting a superb piece of local craftwork on public display to activities for children with autism, and shows the variety of ways communities can benefit from Lottery good causes funding.”
For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund*, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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