SEEDS PLANTED FOR DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Seeds have been planted for several softball and baseball initiatives in the West Midlands that should begin to bear fruit over the next few months.

College Softball Programme

One is a college softball programme in Birmingham that is planned to get off the ground in September and has the potential to be an innovative model for college development. The idea is to introduce softball as an enrichment programme at local colleges along with offering coach training for the staff and extending workforce development opportunities to the students. 

After being trained as Level 1 coaches, the students will then be able to take Teeball into local primary schools. And of course, the college students will hopefully be playing Slowpitch themselves and organizing inter and intra-college competitions. 

South Birmingham College is on board, and BSUK development officers are also discussing the plan with the Birmingham College of Food and Sutton Coldfield College. 

Corporate Softball Launch

A corporate softball launch event in the Black Country is planned for September 14, in coordination with the Black Country Consortium. This event will serve as a taster session and corporate Slowpitch evening to whet the appetities of companies in the region. 

The best outcome will be the creation of a corporate softball league that could immediately support 10-12 teams. The Black Country Consortium (the acting County Sports Partnership) is keen to get softball on the scene as a way of increasing adult participation numbers in an area where there has been no softball activity whatsoever.

American Football Partnership

Another idea being explored in the West Midlands is a budding partnership with the Coventry Jets American Football team. Peter Evans, facility manager at Woodlands Sport College in Coventry, wants to build an American Football field there for the Jets to use and has approached BSUK with the idea of building a dedicated adult baseball diamond to support a BBF team in Coventry. Funding opportunities may be available locally, though there are no firm agreements or plans in place as of yet.

Foundation Work

This kind of foundation work, carried out in partnership with local organisations, is typical of what BSUK development staff are doing in the four regions -- London, the South East, the North West and the West Midlands -- where Sport England is providing funding support through Club & Coach grants and/or BSUK's Whole Sport Plan.

These kind of initiatives take time and hard work to bring to fruition, and there may not always be a 100% success rate. But these are exactly the kinds of developments that can produce new participants and new opportunities for both sports.

BSUK's Callie Batts, who has been leading the effort in the West Midlands, said, "I've had a lot of contact with the regional County Sports Partnerships (CSPs) and other local partners in this area. It's very much working from a blank slate here because this has not been an area with a great deal of baseball or softball activity in the past.

"With that comes a wide range of freedom -- but it also requires a substantial amount of patience and perseverance."

