[image: image1.png]% Awarding funds from
&‘ The National Lottery®



[image: image2.png]




For immediate release: Monday 30 July 2007

LOTTERY CASH GET WEST MIDS YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVED IN SPORTING ACTION

Young people across the West Midlands will soon be getting physical with £835,560 awarded by the Big Lottery Fund to five school partnerships to provide out of hours sporting activities. 

The projects will particularly target young people that need extra encouragement to participate in sports, including those with special needs.

The funding comes from the Big Lottery Fund’s £74.2 million Out of School Hours Learning: School Sports Co-ordinators programme that helps to establish partnerships to offer extra curriculum sport and physical activities to improve health, motivate, build self-esteem and increase social skills of young people. Today’s funding package across England totals £4,898,171.

Chesterton Community Sports College have scored with a £170,910 grant to run sports activities for nearly 19,000 pupils across 54 schools in their partnership. Activities on offer will include martial arts, orienteering, huff and puff and a breakfast club with multi-sports, all focusing on the growth and development of core skills. 

Volleyball and music-led exercise clubs will be available to girls to address low self-esteem and poor body image issues and to encourage a healthier, more active and constructive lifestyle.  

The non-traditional activities, such as skiing and horse riding, will be targeted at young people with special educational needs to provide them with a chance to experience an exciting physical activity they perhaps would never have done without the funding.
Another group to benefit is the Robert Sutton Catholic Sports College in Staffordshire who will use their £189,000 grant to run activities across 72 schools for the benefit of over 14,700 pupils. The programme will offer outdoor adventures such as mountain biking, orienteering, climbing, and innovative lunchtime and playground activities. The College will also run after school clubs in dance, yoga and Bhangra for girls from minority ethnic groups, while circus skills and street dance will be offered to pupils with low self-esteem and motivation.

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of West Midlands region, said: “This lottery funding is essential in helping provide a better lifestyle for young people across the West Midlands by encouraging them to participate in a variety of worthwhile physical activities. Not only are the benefits health related, but they also encourage social skills and build confidence and self-esteem, hopefully all of which will reflect in the classroom and not just on the sports field.”
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Full list of West Midlands School Sports Co-ordinator grants announced today are:

	School
	Amount Awarded

	Chesterton Community High School, Staffordshire
	£170,910

	Ninestiles School, Birmingham
	£170,910

	Chadsgrove School, Worcestershire
	£189,900

	Rawlett Community Sports College, Staffordshire
	£113,940

	Robert Sutton Catholic Sports College, Staffordshire
	£189,900


Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 
        The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004.
        On 1 December 2006 the Big Lottery Fund was officially established by Parliament and at the same time assumed the residual responsibilities of the dissolved National Lottery Charities Board (Community Fund) the New Opportunities Fund, and the Millennium Commission. The Fund is building on the experience and best practice of the predecessor bodies to simplify funding in those areas where they overlap and to ensure Lottery funding provides the best possible value for money.
        Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to Good Causes. As a result, over £20 billion has now been raised and more than 250,000 grants given out across the arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
      A total of £74.2 million was allocated to the Out of school hours learning: school sport co-ordinators scheme that aims to motivate young people through physical exercise, improving their health and contributing to increased self-esteem, a greater skill range and an improved ability to work with each other. It will particularly benefit children in danger of exclusion from school, those who need encouragement to participate and young people with special needs.
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