Sue Mappin Appointed Chief Executive of New Tennis Foundation
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Sue Mappin, has been appointed Executive Director of The Tennis Foundation and will report to the Chairman, Jonathan Lane.

The new Tennis Foundation supports and promotes community tennis across Great Britain and is committed to bringing together all the various bodies and tennis charities into a single foundation.

As a first step the Cliff Richard Tennis Foundation, which Sue Mappin established in 1992 and has introduced over 300,000 primary school children to tennis, has agreed to transfer its existing programmes to the new Foundation.

The Tennis Foundation, which will operate primarily through the agency of the central and county teams at the Lawn Tennis Association, has an extensive remit, including introducing tennis to all ages and abilities, creating a new strategy for schools and parks, maintaining and promoting the Indoor Tennis Initiative, promoting tennis at colleges and universities, as well as supporting disability tennis, and working to attract greater public and private investment into British tennis.  

"I very much welcome these recent developments," said Sir Geoffrey Cass, President of the Tennis Foundation. "Her tennis qualifications for this job are excellent and she was outstandingly the best candidate in open competition for the post."

Roger Draper, Chief Executive of the LTA said:  "We are delighted that Sue has taken on this challenging role in the TF. No-one has greater insights into community tennis in this country and I look forward to rapid progress being made both to make tennis more accessible and also to help keep more people in the game." 

Sir Cliff Richard and the other trustees of the Cliff Richard Tennis Foundation are delighted that the LTA have recognised the impact that the Foundation's work has made over the years.

"It is a thrill to know that the new TF is taking the Cliff Richard Trail under its wing," said Sir Cliff. "It is a logical and exciting development, warmly endorsed by the LTA.  It will enable significant expansion of our work in schools, which has proved so popular and successful in primary schools throughout the country over the past 15 years, still under the expert direction of Sue Mappin." 

Sir Cliff will be continuing his involvement, along with other high-profile supporters of the existing charity, and ‘A Christmas Celebration at Hampton Court Palace' on Thursday 6th December will be one of the ways he will continue his support of British tennis.

Sue Mappin, a former international player who became the first National Women's Team Manager at the LTA as well as being the first ever woman to serve on the LTA Management Committee, is currently involved in the Sport England South East sitting on the regional board and as the chair of the major events steering group.

She is a trustee of the Cliff Richard Tennis Foundation and of Cardiac Risk to the Young (CRY) as well as being a regular commentator for Radio Wimbledon during The Championships.

She organised the York Challenge Cup on request from the Duchess of York in 2000 and in 2003 founded the online sports and leisure network www.jobswithballs.com dedicated to encouraging people to work within the sports and leisure industry.

"I've always relished a challenge and having recently carried out a review for the LTA into community tennis I understand the enormity of the challenge we face in expanding the base of the game across the UK," she said.

"I'm delighted that the LTA have realised the importance of expanding, through the TF, the playing opportunities for all ages and abilities - we will attack that challenge with vision and creativity, and work closely with those dedicated people in British tennis who are already committed to making tennis a game for everyone".

This story first appeared on the TIA Web site - www.tiauk.org
