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For Immediate Release: Monday 11 August 2008

100 YEAR OLD STAFFORDSHIRE GROUP

TRIUMPHS IN FUNDING DRIVE
A branch of the Boys Brigade is revving up for its centenary with the help of a £5,616 Awards for All grant. The project is one of five in Stoke-on-Trent and 72 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £501,805 in the latest round of awards announced today.

8th North Staffordshire Boys Brigade - Junior Section will use the grant to buy and build four kit cars - small electric-powered cars that have become popular with youth groups across the country. Around 40 children aged between eight and 11 will get the chance to assemble the machines, learn how to drive them and finally take part in national kit car events at courses such as Goodwood and Rockingham. 

Kevin Ford, Company Captain, said: “The cars are made by Greenpower, a national organisation that runs safe races and events for groups such as ours. The vehicles themselves are not dissimilar to a go-kart in size and are powered by a 24-volt motor with a top speed of around 15 miles per hour. The framework protects the driver completely but the kids can design the bodywork in any style they choose. Once we’ve developed our four cars during winter and practiced driving them in spring we can go about setting up competitions with other groups around the country in the summer of 2009.

“It’s a great way to mark our centenary and we’re very proud of our 100 years of service to young people. We’re now the oldest company in the North Staffordshire battalion and to keep a youth organisation going for this long is incredible. I’ve been involved in the Boys Brigade since I was eight and it’s given me some tremendous experiences and some wonderful friendships. This project will do the same for our current members – they will get to be part of something totally different. Believe me, there is a real buzz at events such as these and the kids will never forget it.”

Another project bowled over by funding is Knypersley Bowling Club, which receives £3,311 to make improvements to its facilities. The club boasts 50 active members but estimates that tournaments and inter-club matches bring close to 500 players through its doors each year.
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Roy Shallcross, Secretary, said: “We are a social bowling club with several teams playing in different leagues. We’ve been working hard to make improvements for some time now but this funding will help us to finish the job and welcome many more visitors. We’re all very proud of the organisation and it’s a wonderful chance to play alongside kindred spirits and to make some fantastic friends.”

Other projects receiving grants today are St Johns Centre, given £10,000 to improve their facilities and access, The Caudwell Charitable Trust, awarded £9,900 to develop a national children’s board and network, and Summerbank Primary School, who receive £8,200 to run in-school radio broadcasting.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “The 8th North Staffordshire Boys Brigade will have a marvellous time constructing and developing their kit cars. It will be both fun and educational and it’s a novel way to mark 100 years of an organisation that has always innovated and helped children reach their potential. Overall this month 72 fantastic projects secured over half a million pounds of Lottery funding.”

For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on this relelase, please contact Fiona McCartney on 07834 524 481 on fmccartney@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:

Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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