House of Commons, House of Lords and other key agencies – sport questions etc, 14 17-  July  2008

House of Commons Questions

Cunningham, Jim - Olympic Games 2012 (West Midlands)

Wed, 16 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents

Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Minister for the Olympics what steps the Government plan to take to encourage children and young people in the West Midlands to participate in events that are part of the London 2012 Olympics. [218598]

Tessa Jowell: The Government and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic games and Paralympic games (LOCOG) are working to ensure that the benefits of 2012 reach across the UK and have established a Nations and Regions Group (NRG) to oversee this work. Further details about the NRG can be found at

- http://www.london2012.com/about/the-people-delivering-the-games/the-nations-and-regions-group/index.php

The West Midlands Leadership Group for the 2012 games is represented on the Nations and Regions Group and leads the work of the region in delivering legacy benefits across sport, culture, volunteering, business and tourism. The Group is committed to encouraging young people to participate and since pre-bid has included among its members a representative from their Youth Parliament. (The NRG co-ordinator for the West Midlands is Tim Bryan, who can be contacted at Culture West Midlands, The Regional Partnership Centre, Albert House, Quay Place, Edward St., Birmingham B1 2RA).

In the West Midlands, schools have already started using material from LOCOG's London 2012 education programme, which all schools, colleges and local authorities will have the opportunity to participate in. 20 primary schools from Stoke on Trent prepared flags, mascots and banners for an opening ceremony festival, and children from the region competed in a series of sporting and cultural events at Stafford Sports college.

35 cultural events will be taking place in the West Midlands over the Handover and Cultural Olympiad launch weekends in September. In addition, the West Midlands Legacy Trust has also developed a programme of dance and community events aimed at young people who will develop new skills by staging and taking part in their own community-based games. Young people from the West Midlands will also have the opportunity to be among the 70,000 volunteers needed to help run the games in London.

Robertson, H - Sports Finance 
Tue, 22 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Summary 

The following question was answered on 22 July 2008.

Contents

Hugh Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what consultations the Big Lottery Fund undertakes with Sport England before making grants for sport-related activities; and if he will make a statement. [220510]

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 21 July 2008]: The BIG Lottery Fund has advised that BIG and Sport England liaise frequently on matters of mutual interest, including BIG's sport related programmes.

The knowledge and expertise of Sport England, working in partnership with BIG on its New Opportunities in PE and Sport programme, has been vital in ensuring the programme is a success. BIG (and its predecessor body, the New Opportunities Fund) and Sport England have also worked jointly to fund programmes and projects when it is felt that they can support each other to meet each organisation's objectives, including the Active England and Awards For All programmes and the Active Places database of sports facilities.

Robertson, H - Elite Programme

Tue, 22 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Summary 

The following question was answered on 22 July 2008.

Contents

Hugh Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what progress has been made in raising the £100 million for elite sport from the private sector announced in the 2006 Budget; and if he will make a statement. [218345]

Andy Burnham [holding answer 14 July 2008]: The Department has made progress in developing a range of proposals to raise private sector sponsorship to support the elite programme. We are in detailed discussions with a number of interested parties about the precise nature and scope of a national sponsorship scheme to help our athletes prepare for London 2012.

This week we have appointed Fast Track Sales as our official fund-raising partner.

I will make a further announcement next month.

Chapman - Olympic Games 2012 (Economic and Social Legacy)

Tue, 22 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Summary 

The following question was answered on 22 July 2008.

Contents

Ben Chapman: To ask the Minister for the Olympics what steps she plans to take to ensure that the 2012 Olympics have an effective economic and social legacy in all parts of the UK. [217670]

Tessa Jowell: In June this year we published the Legacy Action Plan (LAP) which sets out the long term benefits we hope to stimulate through hosting the Olympic games and Paralympic games in 2012, and how we plan to achieve them. This is unprecedented as no other host city has ever been at this stage of planning, nor so committed to a broad and sustainable legacy this early in preparations.

The LAP sets out the Government's priorities for UK-wide legacy as defined by our five legacy promises, published in Our Promise for 2012 in June 2007. This includes a target to help get two million people more active through sport and physical activity by 2012. Sport England will seek to get one million more active through sport; they will do this through new engagement with national governing bodies and through county sport partnerships.

Further to the announcement in June, Government have now set out further details of the £140 million cross-Government free swimming scheme. The scheme is designed to encourage as many local authorities as possible to participate in making swimming free for over 60s and under 16s in their local communities, but also to stimulate ambitious authorities to maximise and sustain uptake through other initiatives such as free lessons for adults who cannot swim, the introduction of swimming coordinators and to provide incentives for the most ambitious to move further towards a universal free swimming offer.

The LAP also includes initiatives to stimulate economic and social benefit by increasing tourism and improving access to skills and business opportunities. This includes, for example, the London 2012 Business Network giving business across the UK access to the 75,000 contracts in the London 2012 supply chains worth £6 billion.

Facilities in the London 2012 Pre-Games Training Camp Guide which will be published in Beijing will also have the opportunity to attract inward investment and showcase their local area on an international stage. UKTI are also developing programmes to use the games as a springboard for export.

In addition to the LAP, each of the English regions and nations has its own plan for legacy initiatives at a local level that complement this work.

As Members of Parliament we should do everything we can in our constituencies to ensure the opportunities and long term benefits generated by the games are realised at local level across the UK.

 Commons Statements


Burnham makes statement on Free Swimming

Thu, 17 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Ministerial Statements

Summary 

The following written ministerial statement has been made today by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport Andy Burnham…………………………………………….

This is covered in an individual news item within Counties Link Issue 151

Westminster Debates and Legislation
Lords debate Sport: Go Play Rugby

Thu, 17 July 2008 | Debate - Adjournment and General

Summary 

The Government was committed to investing in sport and to increasing participation, the Lords heard today. 

In a debate today the Department for Culture, Media and Sport spokesman in the Lords, Lord Davies of Oldham, stated that the Go Play Rugby campaign led by the Rugby Football Union should be used as a template in other sports to encourage participation. 

He went on to say that the Government would be working with the national governing bodies of leading sports via Sport England to develop the community links that would get more people involved in sport. 

Lord Davies also spoke of how the Olympics in Beijing would be a good starting point for getting people interested in sport and that Sport England would be working to increase opportunities for participation for all in as many sports as possible. 

With regards to resources, the Lord discussed the additional £100 million investment the Prime Minister had announced for PE in schools which particularly focused on sixteen to nineteen year olds to try and keep them participating in sport. He added that £2.2 billion would be spent on sport by 2011 in the run up to the London Olympics. 

Lord Howard of Rising as Shadow Culture, Media and Sport Minister agreed that the Go Play Rugby scheme had been a great success and asked how far the Government would encourage similar ones, such as if they would extent to sports such as table tennis. 

The debate was opened by Liberal Democrat spokesperson on Culture, Media and Sport Lord Addington, who described the Go Play Rugby scheme as “revolutionary” as it had brought adults back to playing sport. 

Liberal Democrat lead Lords spokesperson on Culture, Media and Sport Lord Clement-Jones also spoke, questioning the previous record of Sport England. However, he did acknowledge that their new strategy was more “realistic” as it would be working with nationally sporting bodies.
 

House of Lords

 Nothing this week

Central Government and Agencies
DoH - Health Secretary to call for 'national movement' to tackle obesity

Wed, 23 July 2008 | Departmental Press Release

Summary 

Health Secretary, Alan Johnson is tonight expected to make a call for a national movement to tackle the problem of obesity during a major speech on public health.

Addressing the Fabian Society, Mr Johnson will outline the implications of obesity on the nations health, and will argue that the Government strategy to address the epidemic will only succeed if every part of society comes together to take steps to tackle the problem.

The Health Secretary will say: 'Just as the government has a moral duty to tackle poverty and exclusion, so it also has a duty to address obesity. But this is not a licence to hector and lecture people on how they should spend their lives - not least because this simply won't work. Tackling obesity requires a much broader partnership, not only with families, but with employers, retailers, the leisure industry, the media, local government and the voluntary sector. We need a national movement that will bring about a fundamental change in the way we live our lives.'
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