01 August 2008

Council leaders give CAA a cautious welcome

Chris Smith
Local government leaders have predicted ‘big changes’ with the Audit Commission’s new assessment scheme.
 
The Local Government Association gave cautious support to publication of Comprehensive Area Assessment consultation, which revealed there will be two assessments.
 
One will be an organisational assessment and the other will be an area assessment - in addition to the use of the 198 core performance indicators.
 
Council leaders said they were ready for the challenge and predicted an opportunity to improve further local public services.
 
There was also a warning to other public services that they would use the process to pressure poor performers.
Cllr David Shakespeare, Chair of the LGA's Improvement Board, said: ‘As the best performing part of the public sector, local government is keen to take on anything that will help it improve further and develop its role in the leadership of cities, towns and villages. 
 
‘The new Comprehensive Area Assessment  proposals provide a real opportunity to improve further local public services by challenging partners to work together to improve lives and create areas people want to live.’
 
The fear that councils would be marked down for failings by other area partners has been eased.
 
Cllr Shakespeare said: ‘External challenge helps councils and partners to learn and improve. The changeover to the new system will be a big change for councils, but one they have been calling for a long time. 
 
‘The CAA will hopefully bring an end to the days of armies of clip-board carrying inspectors, ushering in a new, more mature approach to providing external challenge that recognises that councils are now the highest performing part of the public sector.’ 

Click here fore more on the Audit Commission's consultation
