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Planning obligations worth some £4 billion were negotiated by councils in 2005/06, research by a Sheffield university team has found.

It said this was 57 per cent higher than in 2003/04, the previous year the team studied.

Team leader professor Tony Crook expected that around £3 billion of this sum would be delivered, since some projects would be delayed or abandoned.

With these figures, the estimated value of affordable housing planning obligations agreed rose from £1.2 billion to £2 billion over the two year period, and those for non-housing work, mainly infrastructure, from £700,000 to £1billion.

The report said planning authorities had focused their negotiating and other efforts on securing more obligations on the largest developments.

Although land values had increased, the amounts secured had risen ahead of inflation, they noted.

Crook said: “The first decade of this century has seen a very substantial increase in these contributions by developers facilitated by the significant increase in land values.”

Valuing Planning Obligations 2005-06 is available here.
N.B SE’s planning officers work with LAs to sector money for sport through S106 agreements in respect of developments that impact on land designated for sport.

