BOA news alert – 28 November 2008

TEAM GB 2012 HOPEFULS AUSTRALIA BOUND
 

Over one hundred of our finest young athletes have been selected to represent Team GB at the Australian Youth Olympic Festival (AYOF) in Sydney from 14-18 January 2009.

 

The athletes aged between 13-19 will be competing in 11 Olympic sports; archery, canoe/kayak; diving; equestrian; fencing; gymnastics; hockey; rowing; shooting; triathlon and volleyball (beach).

 

To view the full list of athletes representing Team GB, please click here.
 

1,600 athletes representing 25 nations (including China and the United States,) will compete, by invitation, at the AYOF.  The event was set up by the Australian Olympic Committee as part of the legacy of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games.

 

Leading Team GB at the AYOF Mark England, Chef de Mission said:
“As part of the BOA’s desire to discover future Olympic champions and provide them with the experience of participating in multi-sport events, this festival presents a fantastic opportunity for over 100 of our finest young potential Olympians to get their first taste of Olympic competition.

 

With the London Olympic Games less than four years away, many of these athletes will be hoping to use this experience as a stepping stone to 2012.”

 

David Faulkner hockey Team Leader commented:
“The AYOF is an excellent opportunity to expose younger home nation players to a GB experience previously only limited to senior internationals. The multi sport environment and travel experience is vital for our team development.

 

It is also a fantastic opportunity for young official, coach and manager development and we relish the chance to build our experience across the board.”

 
Caroline Griffith, Equestrian Team Leader added:
“This is the first time equestrian teams have been invited to take part in the festival and we’re all really looking forward to the occasion. 

 

The riders were selected on their successful performances at both a national and international level and they’re all thrilled about this fantastic opportunity to compete on a world stage. 

 

I have every confidence in each of the rider’s abilities, and know that they will perform to their best – it’s really exciting.”

 
Commenting on her selection gymnast Jenni Pinches said:
“I’m looking forward to the AYOF a lot. Most of all the traveling and the experience of being on the other side of the world together with the chance to compete against other countries will be a huge help to me. To have a clean competition in this environment will be a great achievement and really help my career.” 
 

The 2009 AYOF is the second time that Great Britain has been invited to compete in the AYOF. A total of 106 Team GB athletes attended the 2007 AYOF with 91 returning to the UK with at least one medal.  Great Britain finished with a highly credible 14 gold, 20 silver and 14 bronze medals.

 

Eight athletes from Team GB’s 2007 delegation competed for Great Britain at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing with two of these athletes winning medals.  They were:

 

Diving:                  Tonia Couch, Tom Daley

Hockey:                Charlotte Craddock, Ashley Jackson

Gymnastics:        Louis Smith, Daniel Keatings

Rowing:                Tom Lucy

Taekwondo:         Aaron Cook 

 

Commenting on his AYOF experience Olympic bronze medallist Louis Smith added:
 

“Going to the 2007 Youth Olympic Festival in Australia was an amazing experience that gave me an opportunity to compete in a multi sport event, mixing with similar aged athletes from around the world.  It set me up for my World Championship medal later that year as well as helping me to prepare for Beijing in the summer of 2008.  Sunshine in January is awesome and this event is essential for any young athlete that wants to get to the top.”

 
British media wishing to cover the event in Sydney must contact the BOA Press Office to obtain accreditation.
 
Any media enquiries including athlete interview requests, please contact Becki Middleton on 07884431518.
 
You will be able keep up to date with the latest news and results from Australia on the BOA website: http://www.olympics.org.uk/ayof09/home.aspx
 

