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Key Issues from CCPR Meetings – Autumn 2008

Games and Sports meeting held on 16 September 

· The Division received a presentation from Geoff Dessent, Department of Health, on the Government’s draft physical activity strategy.  He outlined the structure and content of the strategy, which was currently being developed.  The strategy would include comparison with other countries, regional variations, and proposals for the future including changing perceptions, active travel, work-based fitness and addressing infrastructure and environmental issues.    Once the content of the plan had been approved by Ministers, the full plan would be produced and Geoff agreed that CCPR members would be fully consulted.
· Members also received a presentation from John Steele, CEO, UK Sport on Great Britain’s outstanding performance in the Olympics and Paralympics.  He explained that approximately £90 million had been invested in the Olympics and GB had finished 4th in the medal table with 47 medals.  In the Paralympics (still ongoing) approximately £49 million had been invested and GB was currently second in the medal table.  He outlined the reasons for the success and congratulated all NGBs involved in producing such great results.  UK Sport would be holding meetings with all relevant NGBs to review their performance and to agree targets and changes to programmes in the near future, ready for 2012.
· Members were delighted to learn that series two of the BingoLotto programme would go live in February 2009.  Those who had been involved in the six week pilot had each received c£1k and it was anticipated that there would be more funding available in the future, due to the involvement of a major retailer.  As a result, a new funding distribution model was being developed and further information would be circulated at the beginning of November.  Both those who had been involved previously and new members were encouraged to join the scheme.  Members thanked CCPR for their work on this project
Major Spectator Sports meeting held on 17 September

· The Division welcomed Nicole Sapstead of UK Sport for a progress report on the emerging National Anti-Doping Organisation (NADO).  She explained that a business plan had been developed and was now being revised, to be finalised by October.  The new NADO, she clarified, would be responsible for results management and case prevention, lifting the burden from NGBs.  It would focus on tackling the four rule violations that were not covered by testing, such as trafficking and supply, and looked to develop a good working relationship with law enforcement agencies.  She expressed her hope that the new NADO was up-and-running by 2010 at the very latest, to ensure that it was effective by 2012.  

· Jennie Price and Charles Johnston updated the Division on Sport England’s Building Schools for the Future (BSF) work.  They explained that Sport England would not have an in-house BSF team.  They outlined Sport England’s vision that, through BSF, community ‘hubs’ could be developed, meeting community as well as curriculum sporting needs.  They stressed that now was a good time to be engaged with the BSF project, given the Government’s wider interest in it.  They informed the Division that there remained issues to be addressed, not least VAT, but that major progress was being made.  

· Dr Geoff Walters’ report into bidding for major international sporting events was now complete.  The Division discussed Dr Walters’ summary which contained a series of proposals.  For the UK to be successful in major bids, better coordination across Government was required.  Dr Walters argued that player tax and Visa costs should be waived, and called for an increase in funding for UK Sport’s World Class Events Programme.  The Division’s comments have been relayed to Dr Walters and CCPR was studying the report in detail before considering how to pursue its policy recommendations.   

Joint Outdoor Pursuits and Water Recreation meeting held on 24 September

· Members received an interesting presentation from Richard Thornton, representing Fairbridge. Fairbridge use outdoor pursuits to re-engage youths with behavioural challenges, who were not in education, employment or training programmes. The programme was very successful: 81% of under 16s engaged with Fairbridge went back into education or training last year. 
· Tony Williams, representing the National Federation of Sea Anglers, reported a significant success in preventing dredging in an area south of the Isle of Wight. This area provided a special habitat for numerous marine species and Tony’s work, along with others, would help safeguard biodiversity and fishing stocks. 
· William Crookshank, Head of Recreation at the Environment Agency (EA), provided a helpful clarification on the EA’s new strategy to recreation. William’s attendance was a response to a letter CCPR had sent to the EA on behalf of members expressing their concerns at cuts to the EA’s budget. Faced with 25% budget cuts, the EA was focusing on delivery at a more strategic level but William remained confident that it could continue to deliver improvements in recreation provision. 
Board of Directors meeting held on 7 October 2008 

· The Board received a progress report on the BingoLotto re-launch.  The major retailer was finalising its plans and had confirmed the number of outlets it would wish to be included.  The Board agreed the distribution model to be adopted for the second phase of the project and Sallie Barker, Head of Services, would move the work forward with the membership. 

· The second quarter monitoring schedule of the 2008/09 Strategic Plan was discussed by the Board.  Three measurements were indicated as ‘amber’ in as much as outside influences meant that they might not be achieved in the current year.  The remaining measurements were either ‘achieved’ or marked as ‘green’.   

· The Board heard that the Sunday Times might not proceed with the 2008 Sportswomen of the Year Awards and agreed that if necessary the CCPR should consider hosting its own event in the New Year, in conjunction with the WSFF, Sport England and UK Sport.
· The proposal to hold a major dinner to mark the retirement of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh as CCPR President in 2009 was approved.  Ideally the dinner would be timed to coincide with the AGM in July 2009, the date of which would be confirmed around the middle of November.  
Movement and Dance meeting held on 23 October 2008

· The Division received a presentation from Janet Archer, Director of Dance, Arts Council England (ACE), on the role and current projects of ACE.  These included a mapping exercise, work on the dance strand for the 2012 cultural Olympiad and the new strategy from ACE, Great Art for Everyone.  Members were invited to send research data for the mapping exercise to the consultants carrying it out. 

· The second presentation from Linda Jasper, Chair, Youth Dance England sparked a lively debate.  Youth Dance England was set up in 2004 to develop dance in schools and the community.  A three year plan for 08-11 was created after an audit of young people’s dance including the U.dance programme which aims for every child and young person to take part in one dance performance a year.  The DTAP project, aimed at creating a Level 6 qualification for dance teachers that would be recognised in schools created some controversy amongst the group, and will be an agenda item for the next meeting.  

Board of Directors meeting held 2 December 2008 

· The Board approved the CCPR’s Equality and Diversity Policy and Plan 2008 – 2010 and would receive regular monitoring reports for the organisation following each meeting of the Equality and Diversity Advisory Group.             

· Proposals for Series Two of BingoLotto were discussed and approved by the Board.  In particular, the objects for 26 new societies and 10 funding tiers were approved.  Details of how Series Two would work were being finalised and would be circulated to the membership in due course.  

· The 2009 Annual General Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 15 July at St James’s Palace. There would also be a Tribute Dinner for HRH The Duke of Edinburgh to be held the evening before on Tuesday 14 July 2009 to mark his retirement as CCPR President. 
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