Queen's Speech lacks direction and drive say critics Chris Smith (Source – LocalGov.co.uk) 3 December 2008 

The Queen’s Speech has not been a resounding success with critics already warning the Government has not gone far enough.

The Local Government Information Unit (LgiU) called on ministers to beef up plans to empower communities.

The think-tank called for local quangos to be made more accountable but said the chance to create better relations between the centre and local areas had been missed.

LGiU chief executive, Andy Sawford said: ‘The Queen’s Speech is in danger of letting down localism. We support many of the measures being taken, but they do not go far enough. 

‘The Policing Bill contains many important measures that councils and communities will support, but the proposals for directly elected police representatives will fragment and weaken local democracy.’  

‘We will be reminding the Government in the coming months is that local democracy is needed more than ever, as councils confront higher unemployment, housing shortages, and a renewed drive for efficiencies.'

The British Retail Consortium claimed its member would see taxes rise at a time when they least needed it.

Councils will get the power to raise revenues directly from businesses.

Stephen Robertson, BRC director general, said: ‘At a time when retailers are being hit by rising costs and falling sales, this gives local authorities the power to clobber businesses with a hefty new stealth tax.’

Children’s rights campaigners backed the renewed commitment to ending child poverty but called for more detail. 

Anne Longfield OBE, chief executive of 4Children said: ‘What is now needed are specific measures and actions which detail how Government will tackle the complex and difficult challenges of supporting those families most in need - who are also the hardest to reach.

‘If we succeed, the long-term savings in terms of reduced spending on health, benefits and corrective services for many of these vulnerable children later in life will be enormous.’ 
