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December news from Staffordshire Cricket

CHEADLE C.C. APPOINTED STAFFORDSHIRE CRICKET SHOWCASE CLUB 

Staffordshire Cricket Awards NatWest CricketForce Showcase club to Cheadle C.C.

Staffordshire Cricket is delighted to announce that Cheadle C.C has been awarded showcase club status for NatWest CricketForce 2009.
In a national event designed to gain help from local businesses and volunteer help to improve cricket clubs’ facilities, Staffordshire have had a selection process which has seen the Staffordshire Moorlands club given the award.

Cheadle will be expected to gain help from hundreds of volunteers as they bid to improve the facilities for the many junior and senior players currently using the facilities.

Nationally, 2008 saw over 85,000 volunteers take part in NatWest CricketForce raising over£35 million of in kind help to the 1,350 clubs that registered. The ECB seek five clubs to take part as showcase clubs but 2009 is the first year Staffordshire Cricket has appointed it’s own showcase club.

The event will take place on the weekend of 28/29th March 2009 at Cheadle Cricket Club.

Andy Grice, marketing and funding director for Staffordshire Cricket said “we are delighted to announce Cheadle as the showcase club for 2009 and hope the community of Cheadle really get behind this project. We have booked the ECB Roadshow to the club during the weekend and also hope to announce some first class players to visit. For all clubs, CricketForce is a massive opportunity to gain help and assistance from it’s local volunteers.”

Elgin Smith Cheadle’s Project Manager for Cricketforce 2009 commented
"For Cheadle Cricket Club to be selected as a showcase club for NatWest Cricket Force is a huge achievement in itself, but the hard work has to start now if we are to maximize this opportunity both for the club and for the town". 
"Businesses that invest as volunteers will have the knowledge that they are supporting what is an integral part of the local community, in what is the largest sporting volunteer event in the country. It is also an excellent opportunity for businesses to raise their public profile and gain goodwill from the public". 

The club is indebted to Dave Leighton of the ECB for his help in coming to the club on it’s ‘meet the community’ night. National CricketForce supporters, Wolseley the building supplies company, sent representation in Area Manger Gary Oliver arranged by national sales manager David Young and also Cristian Durant of Durant Cricket who has given his support to the club. 

Ian Plant, Chairman of Cheadle CC said “Being selected as a showcase club for NatWest CricketForce is a magnificent opportunity for Cheadle Cricket Club to improve our facilities here and now as well as creating a legacy for a successful future". 
"NatWest CricketForce is about lifting the face of the club in all departments but also about uniting the community of Cheadle and its surrounding area". 
"The improvement in facilities that NatWest CricketForce will bring will make our ground a more welcoming place for spectators and players alike and a huge part of the scheme, both in Cheadle and nationally, is to increase junior participation and therefore build for a brighter future". 

For any Further information please contact Andy Grice andy.grice@ecb.co.uk or 07831 158522

COACHING COURSES - PLACES AVAILABLE  

Advice to all clubs that we still have places available on the following courses : 

Level 1

Wolverhampton Girls High School 
14/21/28 Jan-4/11/25 Feb 

Leek High School
7/8/22 Feb 

Oldbury Sports College
14/15/29 March 

Level 2 

Stafford Grammar School 
28 Feb-1/7/8 March 

For Further information and application form please contact Andy Grice below or see the coach education page.
andy.grice@ecb.co.uk

SKY SPORTS COACH AWARDS 2009 

Sky Sports Coach Awards 2009 

Sky Sports sponsorship of ECB Coach Education once again allows the ECB Coaches Association to identify nominations for the annual Sky Sports Coach Awards. Now entering their third year, the awards are a way of saying thank you to people who have made a significant contribution to the support and development of coaches and coaching in cricket. 

As in 2008, County Coaches Associations are invited to nominate 1 person from their county for each category. There will again be three categories for 2009, “Outstanding Contribution and Services to Cricket Coaching”, “Outstanding Coaching Achievement” and “Young Coach of the Year” 

The county winners for “Outstanding Contribution and Services to Cricket Coaching” and “Outstanding Coaching Achievement” (40 from each category nationally – 80 overall) will be invited to attend an International Cricket Match where they will be hosted for the day, receive specially designed Reward and Recognition clothing and will be presented with their awards during an on pitch presentation. The county winners of “Young Coach of the Year” will be invited to attend a coaching day, details of which are still to be finalised. 

24 Regional winners (8 from each category) will be selected from this original 80 and they will be invited to the final awards ceremony (details to be confirmed). 

3 National winners (1 from each category) will be selected from the chosen 24 and recognised and rewarded at the final awards ceremony (details to be confirmed). 

In addition to the above, all 120 Reward and Recognition winners will receive clothing from our Licensed Clothing and Equipment supplier, Duncan Fearnley Cricket Sales. 

Please discuss you selections with your County Coaches Association then submit your nominations to the ECB Coaches Association no later than Friday 23rd January 2009. 

Once you have submitted your nominations you need do nothing further as we will contact all those nominated to inform them of their award. 

Nominations to be sent to:
Sky Sports Coach Awards 2009
ECB CA Support Centre
Warwickshire County Cricket Ground
Edgbaston
Birmingham
B5 7QX 

Or emailed to: david.gallagher@ecb.co.uk 

Please see below for full details of the three categories. 
For this years nomination forms please contact Andy Grice andy.grice@ecb.co.uk or 07831 158522 

“Outstanding Contribution and Services to Cricket Coaching” 

This reward will be given to people who have made a significant contribution to the support and growth of cricket coaching in a variety of ways, which in turn, has left a legacy for either their home club or county. 
This category may include a nominated person who would fit with one or more of the following: 

• Administrative support and the development of coaching communication channels locally. 
• The development and growth of coaches and Coaches Association’s locally. 
• Innovation and inspiration which has significantly increased the amount of coaching activity and player participation locally 

“Outstanding Coaching Achievement” 

This reward will be given to coaches who have made a significant difference to shaping the lives of cricketers and cricket programmes in both club and representative cricket. 

This category may include a nominated person who would fit with one or more of the following: 
• The development and success of players and teams 
• The design, production and implementation of coaching programmes 
• Innovation and inspirational coaching methods which have significantly improved player and team performances at all levels of ability and gender 

“Young Coach of the Year” 

This award is given to a coach under the age of 25 and highlights the important work carried out by young coaches through recognition of their coaching achievements so far. They must be qualified and enjoy a regular involvement in coaching. 

This category may include a nominated person who would fit with one or more of the following: 

• Shown a commitment to developing the game at grass roots and community level 
• Has had a clear impact with a local school or club 
• Shown creativity and determination in their development as a coach 
 

Coalfields Regeneration Grants Available NOW 

CAN YOUR CLUB ACT QUICKLY FOR UP TO £10,000. 

ARE YOU IN A COALFIELD REGENERATION AREA ? 

If you are, the Coalfields Regeneration could help your Club through through the 'Bridging the Gap' Fund.
The fund is available for capital expenditure, coaching, refurbishment or new machinery as well as other things. 

To qualify, you must be in a coalface poverty area or draw at least 50% of your member base from there. 
You must also not take over £100,000 income in a year and your project needs to be in before xmas. 
Areas That can be helped include 
* Lots of Stoke-on-Trent
* The middle parts of Newcastle-Under-Lyme
* Barlaston and Oulton
* Most of Cannock Chase 
* Parts of Lichfield inc Kings Bromley and Armitage
* Most of Tamworth 

Further information can be gained from Andy Grice andy.grice@ecb.co.uk or 07831 158522. 

For severe poverty areas there is also a main grants programme with up to £40,000 available if your application can be done by early January 2009.  

