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Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what progress has been made towards his Department's public service agreement target to increase the take-up of cultural and sporting opportunities by adults and young people aged 16 and above from priority groups; and what steps he has taken to ensure this target is met. [182700]

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 28 January 2008]: The DCMS 'Taking Part' survey is being used to measure progress against this public service agreement.

The most recent results were published in December 2007 and are in the following tables. They provide a comparison between the baseline figures and the second year results of the survey.

We are working closely with the cultural sector's strategic delivery bodies-Arts Council England, English Heritage and the Museums Libraries and Archives Council-to ensure that we maximise our impact on increasing participation rates.

These bodies deliver through a range of programmes and initiatives with cultural organisations at regional and local level. This includes:

- investment in programmes such as Renaissance in the Regions, which has seen visits to local museums and galleries by people from the PSA3 priority groups up by over 30 per cent. since 2002-03;

- free admission to formerly charging sponsored museums in England-where attendance has gone up by 98 per cent. since 2001;

- record investment in Arts Council England's regularly funded organisations of £326 million this year; and

- Heritage Open Days, which receives its core funding from English Heritage, where 850,000 people visited some of 3,500 buildings last year, making it England's largest voluntary cultural event.

Sport England have been working to increase the number of participants in sport through a range of interventions across sports organisations at a regional and local level, including national governing bodies, county sports partnerships, community sports networks, sports clubs and others. Since 1997-98, over £4 billion has been invested through Government and the Lottery on sport in England.

Participation will be an integral part of Sport England's new strategy to build a world-class community sport infrastructure.

Historic environment

The historic environment indicator is defined as at least one attendance at a designated site during the past 12 months.

Percentage 

	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	50.7 
	48.3 

	Limiting disability 
	59.5 
	60.2 

	Lower socio-economic 
	57.1 
	57.3 

	All adults 
	69.9 
	69.3 



Museums and galleries

The museums and galleries indicator is defined as at least one attendance at a museum or gallery during the past 12 months.

Percentage 

	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	35.5 
	33.6 

	Limiting disability 
	32.1 
	31.1 

	Lower socio-economic 
	28.3 
	28.2 

	All adults 
	42.3 
	41.5 



Arts attendance

The arts attendance indicator is defined as attendance at two or more different types of arts events during the past 12 months.

Percentage 

	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	23.5 
	22.8 

	Limiting disability 
	24.1 
	24.2 

	Lower socio-economic 
	17.4 
	17.4 

	All adults 
	33.7 
	33.0 



Arts participation

The arts participation indicator is defined as participation in two or more different types of arts activities during the past 12 months.

Percentage 

	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	20.8 
	20.1 

	Limiting disability 
	18.9 
	19.8 

	Lower socio-economic 
	15.3 
	14.3 

	All adults 
	24.1 
	22.8 



Moderate level intensity sport

The moderate level intensity sport indicator is defined as participation in moderate intensity level sport for at least 30 minutes on three separate days during the past week.

Percentage 

	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	19.2 
	19.6 

	Limiting disability 
	9.5 
	9.4 

	Lower socio-economic 
	15.2 
	15.3 

	Women 
	18.5 
	18.3 

	All adults 
	20.9 
	21.5 



Active sport

The active sport indicator is defined as at least one occasion of participation in an active sport during the past four weeks.

Percentage 

	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	53.3 
	51.9 

	Limiting disability 
	32.3 
	31.2 

	Lower socio-economic 
	43.4 
	42.2 

	Women 
	47.7 
	46.2 

	All adults 
	53.7 
	53.4 
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Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what estimate his Department has made of the change in the number of playing fields of an area of less than 0.4 hectares in each year since 1997; and if he will make a statement. [183923]

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 1 February 2008]: Information on the change in the number of playing fields of less than 0.4 hectares is not collected centrally. However, the Department for Communities and Local Government has committed to consulting this year on reducing from 0.4 hectares to 0.2 hectares, the threshold at which Sport England must be consulted when a planning application for development is submitted.

Foster, D - Planning permission (playing fields)
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Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport pursuant to the answer of 28 January 2008, Official Report, column 19W, on planning permission: playing fields, if he will break down the planning applications considered by Sport England by region. [183924]

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 1 February 2008]: In addition to my written answers to the hon. Member for Bath on Planning Permission: Playing Fields of 15 January 2008, Official Report, columns 1167-68W and 28 January 2008, Official Report, column 20W, the table shows the total number of planning applications on playing fields on which Sport England were consulted for all years since 2001, broken down by region, and for which we have published data. For each year the table includes the number of planning applications that have been approved, rejected or withdrawn and applications yet to be decided. Many of these applications are from clubs/schools wanting to improve the quality of their sports facilities.

	
	2001-02 
	2002-03 
	2003-04 
	2004-05 

	East 
	88 
	116 
	144 
	197 

	East Midlands 
	112 
	140 
	137 
	151 

	London 
	39 
	59 
	59 
	40 

	North East 
	71 
	74 
	96 
	85 

	North West 
	145 
	193 
	175 
	72 

	South East 
	162 
	234 
	237 
	227 

	South West 
	73 
	83 
	181 
	149 

	West Midlands 
	161 
	213 
	194 
	199 

	Yorkshire 
	134 
	185 
	190 
	151 

	Total 
	985 
	1,297 
	1,413 
	1,271 
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Mr. Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how many (a) total hits and (b) unique visitors the active places website had in each of the last three years. [182741]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England does not record the number of 'hits' on the active places website. Instead, it records only the number of visitors who actually use the tools and applications on the site. In each of the last three years these figures have been as follows:

	
	Visitors 

	2005 
	161,506 

	2006 
	204,348 

	2007 
	218,378 
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Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport pursuant to his Department's press release of 12 October 2007, how much funding Sport England will receive from the comprehensive spending review settlement in (a) cash and (b) real terms until 2011. [172824]

Andy Burnham: The following table shows how much Exchequer funding in cash terms Sport England will receive from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport following the comprehensive spending review settlement:

	
	(a) Cash terms (£ million) 

	2007-08 
	115.9 

	2008-09 
	133.2 

	2009-10 
	130.2 

	2010-11 
	128.2 



In 2007-08 prices, the above figures in real terms are as follows:

	
	(b) Real terms (£ million) 

	2007-08 
	115.9 

	2008-09 
	129.6 

	2009-10 
	123.4 

	2010-11 
	118.4 



Provision for 2010-11 is 2.1 per cent. above that for 2007-08 in real terms. The cash increases against the 2007-08 baseline reflect additional resource funding for the Department for Culture, Media and Sport's contribution to the 5 Hour Offer. This amounts to £39.95 million over the CSR 2007 period and will be jointly delivered with the Department for Children, Schools and Families (which is contributing an additional £60 million).
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Summary
In response to a question from Dawn Butler on helping local people make use of high quality public spaces for voluntary activities in the next three years, Cabinet Office Minister Phil Hope said that the new £30 million community assets programme would help develop partnerships to make the best use of high quality assets.

In a supplementary, Ms Butler said that a programme at Wembley stadium was helping young people engage in sport.

Responding, Mr Hope congratulated Wembley and Brent Council on the new partnership.

Contents
2. Ms Dawn Butler (Brent, South) (Lab): What support the Government plan to provide to help local people make use of high-quality public spaces for voluntary activities in the next three years. [184600]

The Parliamentary Secretary, Cabinet Office (Phil Hope): The Government are committed to providing opportunities for local third sector organisations and public bodies to work together to ensure the best use of public spaces and buildings. The new £30 million community assets programme will provide grants to improve local authority assets so that they can be transferred to community ownership. That is just one element of a broad programme of support for local authorities and third sector organisations to develop quality partnerships to ensure the best use of high-quality assets.

Oral Questions to the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster
Sir Nicholas Winterton (Macclesfield): What assessment he has made of the impact of the UK's hosting of the 2012 Olympics on the funding available for voluntary sector organisations.  

(184602)  

Cabinet Office Minister Phil Hope stated that the Big Lottery Fund had a mechanism in place to ensure that other organisations would not suffer, stressing that funding to other causes would be retained.

Mr Winterton asked whether the voluntary sector would receive the same amount of money from the Big Lottery Fund in the future.

In reply, the Minister stated that this would be the case over the next five years.

In response to a question from Derek Wyatt on an NVQ in volunteering, Cabinet Office Minister Phil Hope praised Mr Wyatt for his work in relation to the Olympics.

Qualifications for volunteers was an important part of the process of accreditation which the Government would like to implement, he said, noting that this was a role for the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority.

Answering a question from Liberal Democrat Cabinet Office spokesperson Susan Kramer on the impact of delivering real projects on the ground following cuts in opportunities for the third sector, Phil Hope said that it was true that the Olympics offered many business opportunities for social enterprises.

In response to a question from Fiona MacTaggart on the need for Slough to benefit from the 2012 Olympics in relation to volunteering, Phil Hope stated that young people would be provided with opportunities to volunteer and many third sector organisations would benefit from the 'wave of excitement' around the Games.

In reply to a question from Charles Walker on the third sector and the Olympics, Phil Hope assured that money would be allocated to the third sector from the Big Lottery Fund.

Answering Julie Morgan on the voluntary groups, such as the Arts Council Wales, suffering because of a diversion of funds towards the Olympics, Cabinet Office Minister Phil Hope said that third sector operations' funding from the Big Lottery Fund was being protected.

In response to a question from Gregory Campbell on the need for people in Northern Ireland to benefit from the Olympic Games, Phil Hope stated that the province would benefit from young people taking part in the Games and a renewed passion for sport.

Replying to a question from Graham Stringer on the Blake report into the economic impact of the Olympics, Phil Hope asserted that there would be economic and social benefits across the UK as a result of the Olmpics.

He also mentioned the role of regional ministers in this respect.

In response to a question from Roger Gale on the affect of the Olympic funding on voluntary organisations, Phil Hope said that the £2 billion had been secured for voluntary organisations from the legacy of the Olympics.
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Dr. Richard Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs if he will make a statement on canoe access agreements; and how much his Department has spent on researching such agreements. [184246]

Jonathan Shaw: The Government share canoeists', and other user groups', aspirations for more and better access to inland water and have been working, through our agencies, to deliver this over a number of years. The Government's view is that a statutory right of access to inland waterways is not appropriate. The evidence indicates that the demand for access would more effectively be met by a targeted approach, which involves identifying where access is needed, and then creating access agreements with the landowner and other interested parties. Since 2001 £399,000 has been spent researching such arrangements.
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Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what plans she has to provide funding to complete the Sustrans network as part of the Government's cycling strategy. [183046]

Ms Rosie Winterton: The Secretary of State has just announced a new £140 million funding programme for cycling. Cycling England will be responsible for the detailed delivery and direction of it. There is a commitment set out in "A Sustainable Future for Cycling" to provide 250 links to schools, which will form part of the National Cycle Network (NCN) and to build other infrastructure, such as cycling routes to business parks, which are also likely to be a part of the NCN.

In addition, there is a commitment to extend the successful Cycling Demonstration Towns programme by building on the success of the six existing locations with up to 10 new towns and cities and one large conurbation. We do not yet know how much hew cycling infrastructure these towns and cities will build, although doubtless some of it will take the form of extensions to the NCN.

In addition, Sustrans was awarded £50 million in December 2007 from the 'Peoples Millions' lottery for their Connect2 programme. This will provide 79 separate projects to link communities to places they want to access and will in the main form part of the NCN. Local authorities will be match funding these projects, which will be largely from their local transport plan allocation from the Department, of which it is estimated English local authorities (outside London) will spend around £40 million on cycling in 2007-08.

