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Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what assessment he has made of progress towards his Department's public service agreement target to increase significantly the take-up of sports opportunities by users from priority groups; and if he will make a statement. [185845]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The DCMS 'Taking Part' survey is being used to measure progress against this public service agreement.

The most recent results were published in December 2007 and are in the tables. They provide a comparison between the baseline figures and the second year results of the survey.

The moderate level intensity sport indicator is defined as participation in moderate intensity level sport for at least 30 minutes on three separate days during the past week.

Percentage 

	Priority group 
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	19.2 
	19.6 

	Limiting disability 
	9.5 
	9.4 

	Lower socio-economic 
	15.2 
	15.3 

	Women 
	18.5 
	18.3 

	All adults 
	20.9 
	21.5 



The active sport indicator is defined as at least one occasion of participation in an active sport during the past four weeks.

Percentage 

	Priority group 
	Year 1 
	Year 2 

	Black and minority ethnic 
	53.3 
	51.9 

	Limiting disability 
	32.3 
	31.7 

	Lower socio-economic 
	43.4 
	42.2 

	Women 
	47.7 
	46.2 

	All adults 
	53.7 
	53.4 



Sport England have been working to increase the number of participants in sport through a range of interventions across sports organisations at a regional and local level; including national governing bodies, county sports partnerships, community sports networks, sports clubs and others. Since 1997-98, over £4 billion has been invested through Government and the lottery on sport in England.

Participation will be an integral part of Sport England's new strategy to build a world-class community sport infrastructure.
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Bob Spink: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what mechanisms are in place to provide support to outstanding young athletes in relation to elite sport. [185320]

Andy Burnham: For our most talented athletes, UK Sport, the Government's high performance sports agency, operates a World Class Performance Programme supporting our aspiring Olympic and Paralympic athletes at podium, development and talent levels.

The Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme (TASS) and TASS 2012 Scholarships aim to bridge the gap between junior representative sport and world class levels for athletes typically aged between 12 and 25. This provides funding to meet the costs of providing talented athletes with a package of support services, including coaching, sports medicine, conditioning and lifestyle management.
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Mr. Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much funding the Youth Sports Trust has received from his Department in each of the last three years; and whether such funding has been targeted to particular programmes. [184614]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The Youth Sport Trust (YST) is an important partner in the delivery of sport for children and young people and as such receives funding direct from Sport England.

Sport England advise that YST has been awarded the following amounts for particular programmes in each of the last three years:

£ 

	Name: 
	2005 - 06 
	2006 - 07 
	2007 - 08 

	Step into Sport 
	2,044,500 
	1,972,178 
	1,972,168 

	Club Links 
	490,000 
	524,750 
	489,750 

	Respect Athlete Mentoring Project 
	n/a 
	63,500 
	242,500 



In 2006-07 Sport England also allocated £15,000 to the YST to support the National Competition Framework and £23,000 to support the running of the School Sport Partnerships Conference.

Sport England has also funded the National Council for School Sport which is a separate entity from the YST.
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The following questions regarding the planning for the sporting legacy of the London 2012 Olympics, were answered by Lord Davies of Oldham.

Contents 

Lords Answer - 20 Feb 08 
Olympic Games 2012: Legacy
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Lord Addington asked Her Majesty's Government:
What progress has been made on the planning and accountability for a sporting legacy from the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic Games in the elite and participatory sectors.

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, good progress is being made to put the infrastructure in place to make the United Kingdom a world-leading sporting nation and to ensure a sporting legacy from the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. The legacy action plan, due to be published shortly, will report annually on progress towards that aim.

Lord Addington: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that Answer. Are we not rather rich in plans and guidance on the Olympics which cover everything from infrastructure right down to tourist attractions, but which are very low on sport? When are we going to get something that refers to a key part of the legacy, which should be the way that we up participation rates in sport? If the Olympics provide good mood music, it is no good without anywhere to dance.

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, that latter point is certainly so, but the noble Lord will give the Government credit for the £755 million to be invested during the next three years to deliver a world-class system for PE and sport. The great emphasis that the Government are placing upon sport in schools will be appreciated by the House, as will the extent to which Sport England is devoting itself towards producing high-class athletes and improvements in sport generally. Furthermore, the House will have seen the Government's commitment in more general terms to improve the health of the nation by a strategy to deal with obesity. Although that responsibility has been taken away from Sport England so that it can concentrate on sport, it is nevertheless an important dimension for other departments.

Lord Glentoran: My Lords, would the noble Lord agree that this is the last major legacy strategy that has not yet been published? He assures us that it is being thought through. However, the most important matter in which people are interested is that the strategy has not yet been funded and we have no idea how much money the DCMS is likely to put in to motivate young people right across the country to participate in what used to be known in my day on the Sports Council as "sport for all"-which has disappeared in the past few years, unfortunately. Could he ensure that the strategy is published and say what Her Majesty's Government are doing to attempt to reduce bureaucracy in their management of sport, which is costing a fortune to every governing body?

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, excessive bureaucracy regarding sport has a long history and it has always been a difficult issue for Governments to address in reconciling the conflicting sporting bodies. That is why in my original Answer I emphasised the focus of Sport England on the delivery of sport-which it intends to carry out. The noble Lord is right that the legacy action plan in sport has still not been published; it will be in the next two or three months, if not earlier. There is no doubt at all that it is a crucial lynchpin of the legacy that we intend to develop from the Olympic Games and has a crucial role in the build-up to the Olympic Games.

Baroness Harris of Richmond: My Lords, will the legacy action plan suggest what percentage of that vast amount of money, to which the Minister referred, will go to the north of England? I have heard nothing about the planning or the percentage of the money from the Olympic Games that will go to the north of England, where we are completely devoid of any involvement in the Olympics at the moment.

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I want to emphasise that the investment in Sport England and the sharpening focus of its role is not related to London and the Olympics. It is related to the legacy position, but directed toward improving sporting performance and opportunity across the whole country. The north of England will, of course, expect its fair share of those increased resources which are being devoted to that end. It would not be possible for us to deliver a sporting legacy for the nation if that were concentrated only in the south-east. There is no intention that that should be the case.

Baroness Billingham: My Lords, is it not the case that there are already good indicators that sport is, in general, becoming much more exciting to young people? That is because of the stimulus of the 2012 Olympics, and also because sports' governing bodies now have excellent programmes which they are linking with schools to make thousands of children more aware of their particular sport. That is a very important start. Is it not also the case that a heartening number of people have signed up to the volunteering side of the Olympics? That, too, is something to which we should surely be looking forward.

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, my noble friend is very knowledgeable on these issues. Her last point latched onto the case that, even in advance of the baton of the Olympic Games-the torch-being handed over to London, there is clear evidence of increased interest in sport. That is bound to increase substantially as soon as London takes over from Beijing as the Olympic city.

Lord Mawhinney: My Lords, would the Minister be kind enough to write to me-and to put a copy of his letter in the Library-listing the organisational bodies in sport that have been consulted in preparing this legacy document? I declare an interest as a member of the Football Association board.

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I will be delighted to give an undertaking to write to the noble Lord on that matter. At this stage, I could not possibly list the bodies, but I will certainly write to him and put a copy in the Library.

Lord Roberts of Llandudno: My Lords, when the Minister mentioned Sport England in his previous reply, he said that the whole country would benefit. What does he mean by "country" in that context?

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I was referring specifically to Sport England. As the noble Lord will speedily have realised, that applied only to England. As he may recall, his noble friend had asked me about the northern part of the country; I had assumed that to be northern England rather than north Wales. If the noble Lord wishes to address a question to me about what we are doing for sport in Wales, I will be delighted to respond to him positively.
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To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what estimate he has made of the number of people who participated in one active sport at least 12 times a year in (a) 2005-06 and (b) 2006-07, broken down by region.


Gerry Sutcliffe
 (Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Department for Culture, Media & Sport) | Hansard source
Data from the DCMS' Taking Part survey shows the number of people who participated in one active sport at least 12 times a year. The table sets out the data by region.

The active sport indicator is defined as at least one occasion of participation in an active sport during the past four weeks.

	
	Active sport (percentage)

	Region
	2005-06
	2006-07

	North East
	52
	54

	North West
	50
	49

	Yorkshire and the Humber
	50
	53

	East Midlands
	55
	56

	West Midlands
	51
	50

	East of England
	57
	55

	London
	55
	52

	South East
	58
	58

	South West
	54
	54

	England
	54
	53


