News items from the Audit Commission – February 2009
(Information Source Audit Commission Update edition 11 – 30 January 2009)

1. Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) - Publication of the final framework 
At present the partner inspectorates are still on track to publish the final Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) framework on 10 February 2009. Copies of the framework will be available to download from the Audit Commission website, with links from the websites of all six partner inspectorates. There will be a series of linked documents published at the same time. These are:

· The Equalities Impact Assessment of Comprehensive Area Assessment - Second stage 

· The final version of the prototype CAA reporting website 

· Comprehensive Area Assessment - Fire and rescue service framework document 

· A document which outlines the arrangements for Ofsted's contribution to Comprehensive Area Assessment from 1 April 2009, including the annual assessment of local authority services for children and young people and the inspections of safeguarding and services for looked after children 

· CSCI will publish simultaneously their outcomes framework, associated policies and guidance, including how the service specific adult social care assessment is aligned with CAA 

The framework, which builds on extensive discussion with government, local public services and our experiences from the trialling, will set out how CAA will be delivered from 1 April 2009.

With around £200 billion of public money spent on providing local public services each year in England, the framework sets out how CAA will assess and report on how well this money is spent. The framework will also clarify how CAA will help to make local public bodies more accountable to the public for their service quality and impact, whilst giving government a picture of how well councils and their partners are doing in delivering against key priorities.

CAA timeline
February 2009 
Publication of final CAA framework 
CAA guidance published 

April 2009 
CAA comes into effect

November 2009
First CAA assessments published by partner inspectorates

