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For immediate release: Monday 21st January 2008

LOTTERY HELPS TO KEEP FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS STRONGER 

Helping families stay together, Relate North Staffs and Stafford is one of 12 projects in Staffordshire benefiting in the latest round of Lottery Awards for All grants announced today. A total of £358,523 is being distributed to 51 groups across the West Midlands.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass roots community groups and voluntary organisations.

Relate North Staffs and Stafford, based in Stoke on Trent, is awarded £8,529 for a series of workshops aimed at keeping family relationships intact while a husband, or father is in prison. Research shows that men who have a stable family home-life waiting when they finish their sentence are much less likely to return to crime. 

Sally Hedderwick, Manager, Relate North Staffs and Stafford, said: “The project is in three parts. We will be going into Stafford prison to run a workshop so that prisoners can learn about communication skills, conflict management and building trust. The second stage, which Awards for All is funding, is workshops in the community for the families. The third arm is providing one-to-one counselling for those with special problems. We hope to be able to help about 144 people through this scheme.” 

Staffordshire Marquetry Group, also in Stoke on Trent, receives £2,900 to host this year’s national marquetry exhibition. The craft, which was very popular in the 18th century, involves decorating items such as furniture or boxes with a veneer of thin strips of wood, or other material such as ivory. Twenty-one groups from around the country will be showing their work at Gladstone Pottery Museum and also taking part in a competition. The exhibits range from miniature items measuring around two by three inches to large pieces of furniture. 

John Archer, Treasurer, Staffordshire Marquetry Group, said: “As well as allowing the public to see this very attractive work, the exhibition will bring a lot of welcome business into the town and boost the local economy, with visitors staying in local hotels and using local shops.”
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Other groups to benefit in this round of awards include St John’s CE Primary School, Stafford, which gets £4,900 to run after-school gardening clubs, and Stone Crown Bowling Club, where £1,610 will pay for new equipment.

Rushton CE (VC) Primary School, Staffordshire Moorlands, receives £2,500 to create a woodland resource centre, while Deaflinks Staffordshire, Stoke on Trent, gets £10,000 to upgrade a computer system for people with hearing impairments.

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of the West Midlands region, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “Community groups in Staffordshire that are doing wonderful work for their local areas, move into 2008 with new money to fund new projects, with the help of Awards for All. This month in the West Midlands over £350,000 is being shared by groups such as Relate North Staffs and Stafford, which is helping to keep families together.”
For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund*, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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