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For Immediate Release Thursday 13th December 2007
BASIS BACKS MAJOR PROJECT TO MATCH VOLUNTEERS WITH GOOD CAUSES

A major project to link up potential and existing volunteers with hundreds of thousands of opportunities to help good causes across England, is one of 36 projects today sharing almost £15.5 million from the Big Lottery Fund. 

The funding comes from BIG’s BASIS programme that is awarding grants to increase the effectiveness of the Third Sector.

Sanjay Dighe, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund England Committee, said: “These awards will go a long way towards helping Third Sector organisations work more effectively, maximising their potential.  Whether helping organisations recruit volunteers or providing support to chief executives, BASIS funded projects are working to strengthen the infrastructure of the sector, by providing voluntary and charitable organisations with enhanced professional knowledge and expertise.”
Amongst today’s grants is a £1,523,460 award made to YouthNet UK for its five year Building Technology Infrastructure to Support Volunteer Involving Organisations project.

The YouthNet project includes developing the existing National Volunteering Database that forms the backbone of the www.do-it.org.uk volunteer recruitment website. Through the site volunteers can search and register for opportunities to pledge their time and skills to more than 21,000 organisations.

Fiona Dawe OBE, Chief Executive of YouthNet, explains: “The grant is a contribution towards the delivery of a five-year strategic project that will support a step-change in volunteering and ensure the sustainability of the infrastructure. 
 
“With BIG’s support, we will continue to enhance the National Volunteering Database, the electronic infrastructure that not only sits under YouthNet’s public-facing website,               do-it.org.uk, but also powers many other websites through which volunteers can search and register for more than 800,000 opportunities to volunteer. 

“We will also support volunteer-involving organisations to act faster and communicate more effectively with volunteers; improve their knowledge and skills in the use of technology for volunteer recruitment and management; and increase opportunities for them to influence volunteering policy. In this way, we will enhance the volunteer experience, encourage more people to volunteer and increase loyalty and commitment to civic engagement.
“We are extremely grateful to the Big Lottery Fund for such a fantastic award, which will enable us to support many more organisations in the voluntary and community sector to involve volunteers in their work.”
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Another England-wide project to receive funding is the National Council For Voluntary Organisation’s (NCVO) Policy Skills Development Programme. The three-year project has been awarded £539,562 to build upon the success of an existing policy forum, which NCVO launched in April 2006. The project aims to increase the knowledge, skills and confidence of England's voluntary and community sector so that it can influence policy and become involved in decision-making processes. 

Activities will include policy skills seminars, an on-line policy forum and database of policy consultations, and a set of skills guides. NCVO will also perform research and consultations to gain a better understanding of current policy work within the Third Sector and to investigate the scope for mentoring and secondment opportunities.

Liz Atkins, Director of Public Policy at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations, said: “Charities, voluntary organisations and community groups need to be able to understand and contribute to the policy environment in which they operate.  However, many organisations lack dedicated policy staff and find it hard to develop the necessary expertise and policy skills. This project will allow us to build on our successful Policy Forum and provide a programme of seminars, good practice guides and on-line tools to support and facilitate effective policy making across our sector.”
An award of £505,272 has been granted to another England-wide project. The Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations (acevo) will use the award for its three year Regional Leadership and Influencing Programme.

The project will develop the infrastructure and capacity needed to create a step change in the level of high quality support learning available to chief executives and chairs of Third Sector organisations. This will be achieved through peer learning and leadership development packages. The project aims to increase interaction and communication between leaders in the Third Sector and government, and will develop regional influencing.

Stephen Bubb, CEO at acevo, said: “I’m delighted that we can continue to expand our regional activity, started through the acevo North network. This support from the Lottery means that we can really expand our leadership development and provide crucial support and advice for our Third Sector leaders, especially for those based in the regions and locally.
 
“Our activities and information will focus on the priorities of our members; governance, commissioning, performance management. Also, providing opportunities for Third Sector leaders to engage with decision makers on a local and regional level.
 
“And of course, making available acevo's prestigious professional development programme, with bursaries for those most in need of them. I am sure that this substantial grant, will allow acevo to build and improve the capacity of the sector."
The other BASIS awards announced today are:

	Organisation
	Project Name
	Amount Awarded

	Age Concern Norfolk
	Supporting voluntary day centres and lunch clubs in Norfolk
	£110,931

	Ashfield Play Forum
	The Scrap Reach Project
	£128,174

	Barking and Dagenham Council for Voluntary Service
	Creating a Vibrant Voluntary Sector
	£490,076
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	Black And Ethnic Minority Community Care Forum
	Making it Happen
	£418,191

	Centre for Voluntary Service in Three Rivers
	Three Rivers Voluntary Organisations Support Services
	£471,144

	Community Action South East Kent
	Coordinating the Voluntary & Community Sector: Community Network/Compact Support
	£236,657

	Community and Voluntary Action Blyth Valley
	CVA Blyth Valley Infrastructure Support Programme
	£396,028

	Community And Voluntary Service (Mid and North Bedfordshire)
	Developing the Voluntary and Community Sector
	£273,177

	Community Transport
	Training, Resources and Capacity and Skills (TRACS) West Midlands
	£483,500

	Cumbria Council for Voluntary Service
	Cumbria Information Service
	£500,000

	Cumbria Council for Voluntary Service
	Cumbria Learning Links
	£500,000

	Cumbria Council for Voluntary Service
	Cumbria Funding Links
	£500,000

	Cumbria Council for Voluntary Service
	Cumbria Governance / Performance Improvement
	£449,127

	Derwentside Council For Voluntary Service
	VCS One stop shops in Derwentside
	£486,062

	Gloucestershire Rural Community Council
	Performance Improvement For All (PIFA)
	£313,607

	Gosport Voluntary Action
	Voluntary Sector Development in Gosport
	£215,609

	Halton Voluntary Action
	Building a Better Future - effectively supporting voluntary and community groups
	£500,000

	Kent Community Alliance of Networks
	Empowering the Voluntary and Community Sector in Kent and Medway
	£473,606

	North Warwickshire CVS
	North Warwickshire CVS Community Accountancy Service
	£173,441

	Norwich And Norfolk Voluntary Services
	NVS Rural Development Fund
	£480,445

	Regional Action West Midlands (RAWN)
	Sustaining influence and change
	£484,413

	Sheffield Diocesan Board of Finance
	Together for Regeneration (TfR) - Barnsley & Doncaster Development Work
	£299,967

	South Northants Volunteer Bureau
	Village Reach
	£71,542

	Southwark Community Care Forum
	The Magnet Project
	£397,278

	The Colebridge Trust Limited
	SUSTAIN(Supporting & Unifying Solihull & Together Achieving Infastructure Needs)
	£499,981

	The Community Development Company Limited
	All Change
	£498,964

	Voluntary Action Chiltern and South Bucks
	Volunteer Work Out
	£312,626

	Voluntary Action Manchester
	Information Support and Advice (ISA) - investing in sustainable services
	£441,479

	Voluntary Action South Leicestershire
	The Funds and Figures Project
	£324,055

	Voluntary Sector North West
	Sector Development: Policy, Communications and Networks
	£498,417

	Voluntary Service Overseas
	Diaspora Volunteering Initiative (DVI)
	£485,801

	Women's Resource Centre
	Women's Sector Influencing Policy Project (WSIPP)
	£499,981

	Women's Resource Centre
	Building a Sustainable Women's Sector (BASWS)
	£494,111


Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 
· The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004. It was established by Parliament on 1 December 2006.
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to Good Causes. As a result, over £20 billion has now been raised and more than 280,000 grants given out across the arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
· The BASIS programme was devised following extensive public consultation and discussions with the voluntary and community sector. The programme aims to develop the provision of expert, consistent and sustainable services across the range of voluntary and community sector organisations, as well as established charities and voluntary groups.
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