House of Commons and House of Lords etc

A synopsis of the debate on Participation in Sport from Westminster Hall – 17 January 2008.

 

The debate was focussed around the issue of increasing participation in sport, particularly in schools. There were a number of mentions of Sport England, all of which have been highlighted. Set out are the main relevant points from the debate below.

· Kevin Brennan (Minister at the DCFS) discussed how the key aim with participation was to widen the opportunities available for young people. He said that both Sport England and the Youth Sports Trust would be vital partners in achieving this goal. 

· Andy Reed (Labour MP for Loughborough) called for the Department of Health to be the drivers of physical activity, with bodies such as Sport England focussing primarily on the issue of Sport and not the wider issue of reducing obesity. 

· Tom Brake (Lib Dem MP for Carshalton and Wallington, and Shadow Minister for the Home office and the Olympics) commented that he thought the Government need to clarify the role that Sport England is taking, following the switch in more responsibilities. He called for more details about which body takes responsibility for each different remit, from sporting excelling, to health and to participation. 

· Hugh Robertson (Conservative Shadow Minister for Sport and for Olympics) said that he endorsed the strategy of seeing Sport England concentrate specifically on sport, also saying that he believed that the issue of physical activity should fall under the remit of the Department of Health. 
· On the subject of the Sport England review, Kevin Brennan said that he had spoken with Gerry Sutcliffe, and that the review would feed into the wider cross-Government work by the Treasury, leading to an overall report on physical activity and participation to be published at the end of March. 
· Brennan also said that Sport England was working to ensure that the legacy of the 2012 Games would not simply be about London, but the rest of the country as well.
The tone of the debate was very relaxed, and there was a cross-party consensus on a number of issues. Specifically the debate seemed to call for the issue of physical activity to be handed to the Department of Health, leaving Sport England to focus on the issue of sport and the legacy of community participation for the 2012 Games. 
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Mr. Jenkins: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport which activities his Department define as sports; and when the list of activities included within his Department’s definition of sport was last revised. [179502]

Mr. Sutcliffe: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State wrote to the Local Government Association on 23 December 2007 confirming that the definition of sport in the new performance measurement framework will remain largely unchanged from the definition currently used for the DCMS public service agreement on moderate intensity sport and for the Comprehensive Performance Assessment. A copy of this letter has been placed in the House Library.

The definition of sport will continue to measure sport and active recreation such as recreational walking and cycling. From April 2008 the definition of sport will also include measurement of some lighter intensity sports and physical activities such as yoga, bowls and pilates for those aged 65 or over; as these activities place a degree of physical demand on that age group.

This broad definition supports the Government’s aim of getting 2 million more people more active by 2012.

Sport England are developing a new strategy on how they will build a world-class community sport infrastructure. As part of this work Sport England will review which sports fall within their funding remit. Her Majesty’s Treasury is leading on a cross Government physical activity strategy for all, which will look at policy, funding and delivery of wider physical activity

House of Commons Questions

Hoban - Schools: Sports

Thu, 17 January 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how many school governing bodies and school sport associations work with competition managers. [179061]

Kevin Brennan: Competition managers work with schools, national governing bodies of sport and school sport associations within each county area to increase inter school sport competition. The national school sport competition framework has been developed in partnership with some 20 national governing bodies of sport.

School sport partnerships now include all maintained schools in England. There are currently 90 competition managers in post, each working across two school sport partnerships. On average, there are 48 schools per partnership. This means that competition managers are currently working with around 7,200 primary schools and 1,440 secondary schools. The appointment of a total of 226 competition managers by January 2009 will ensure that all maintained schools in England will be included in this framework.
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Mr. Jenkins: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport which activities his Department define as sports; and when the list of activities included within his Department's definition of sport was last revised. [179502]

Mr. Sutcliffe: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State wrote to the Local Government Association on 23 December 2007 confirming that the definition of sport in the new performance measurement framework will remain largely unchanged from the definition currently used for the DCMS public service agreement on moderate intensity sport and for the Comprehensive Performance Assessment. A copy of this letter has been placed in the House Library.

The definition of sport will continue to measure sport and active recreation such as recreational walking and cycling. From April 2008 the definition of sport will also include measurement of some lighter intensity sports and physical activities such as yoga, bowls and pilates for those aged 65 or over; as these activities place a degree of physical demand on that age group.

This broad definition supports the Government's aim of getting 2 million more people more active by 2012.

Sport England are developing a new strategy on how they will build a world-class community sport infrastructure. As part of this work Sport England will review which sports fall within their funding remit. Her Majesty's Treasury is leading on a cross Government physical activity strategy for all, which will look at policy, funding and delivery of wider physical activity.
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The following questions regarding the placing of boxing within the PE curriculum in schools, were answered by Lord Adonis.
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Lords Answer - 17 Jan 08 
Schools: Boxing

Viscount Falkland asked Her Majesty's Government:
Whether they will consider placing boxing within the physical education curriculum in schools.

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Children, Schools and Families (Lord Adonis): My Lords, schools may choose to provide boxing for their pupils if they wish. The latest schools sport survey showed that 15 per cent of all maintained secondary schools do so as part of their PE and sport provision, usually in partnership with local boxing clubs.

Viscount Falkland: My Lords, I thank the noble Lord for that encouraging and surprising Answer. I say that because there has been, as it were, a cold shouldering of boxing over the years, and not just in education. However, it has proved to be quite useful in leading young people from relatively deprived backgrounds into an activity that is disciplined, encourages fitness and can take them away from a path leading towards criminal activities or drug taking, sad instances of which we see almost daily in our newspapers. Will the noble Lord encourage others in the Government to support boxing as an option?

Lord Adonis: My Lords, my honourable friend the Minister for Sport has given strong encouragement to boxing, but of course it needs to be conducted in a safe environment. We hope that schools would consult closely the Amateur Boxing Association, for example, before they introduced the sport. So far as its benefits are concerned, in preparing for this Question last night, I read Ricky Hatton's memoirs, entitled The Hitman. This is what Ricky has to say about his schooldays:
"School was a bit of a dead end for me. I never took an exam in my life and I left Hattersley High School with absolutely no qualifications. There was only one subject I liked, PE. In the back of my mind, I always thought I was going to be a boxer".
The moral I draw from that is that it is another great contribution from my noble friend Lord Hattersley to the youth of this nation. I am sorry to say that the school itself has since closed, but Ricky Hatton makes a great contribution in the Manchester area to sporting opportunities for young people and, indeed, by encouraging them in education.

Baroness Morris of Bolton: My Lords, I am a trustee of Bolton Lads & Girls Club, where Amir Khan began his amazing boxing career. Amir has recently opened a gym in Bolton in order to put something back into the community. Will the Minister join me in acknowledging and celebrating the role played by individuals such as Amir and the third sector in giving young people the sense of self-worth that comes from sport and outdoor activities?

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I strongly endorse what the noble Baroness has said. Young sportsmen such as Amir Khan are great role models for our young people, and we wish Amir all the best as he defends his Commonwealth title next month.

Baroness Hollis of Heigham: My Lords, would my noble friend also consider encouraging schools to ensure that all young women are offered at the age of 12 or 13 the chance to take self-defence classes in the PE curriculum? That is not just to protect themselves against young men who are boxing, but to give them greater self-esteem and capacity for safety on the streets of our cities.

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I think that schools should pay close attention to the words of my noble friend in seeing that young women are taught properly how to maintain their own safety. That is an important part of the activity of schools.

Baroness Trumpington: My Lords, I hope the noble Lord has a very good run at Cheltenham in the next couple of weeks, if his namesake is still running. I am bitterly against boxing for children in case they suffer brain damage. Are all the children involved in boxing in schools given protective headgear?

Lord Adonis: My Lord, the Lord Adonis has been performing disastrously of late. I fear that he is not a role model for anyone at the moment. On safety, my department supports the safe practice guidance developed by the Association for Physical Education as well as the Schools Amateur Boxing Association's standards scheme, which provides national guidance on the safe delivery of boxing activities. In order to reduce the potential for injury, schools keen to offer boxing are advised to consider the Amateur Boxing Association's "Kid Gloves" scheme, or similar schemes, which focus on the development of non-contact boxing skills.

Baroness Golding: My Lords, I declare an interest as a member of the British Boxing Board of Control. In the past 18 months the number of competitive amateur boxers has doubled to 15,000 and four have already qualified for the Olympic Games. Can yet more money be put in through UK Sport so that we can qualify at all 11 weights when the Games come to London?

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I pay tribute to my noble friend's work. Huge investment is going into sport in schools, both into developing school sport partnerships and into sports facilities. This will be to the benefit of boxing as to other sports.

Lord Addington: My Lords, can the Minister give an assurance that all the other striking martial arts conform to exactly the same safety standards? There seems to be a myth that if something comes from the East and you are kicking as well as punching, it is not as dangerous.

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I am not sure whether I should answer yes or no to that; I am still trying to think about the noble Lord's question. Perhaps I may look at it carefully and come back to him on it.

Earl Ferrers: My Lords, how on earth do you have a non-contact boxing skill?

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I think the noble Earl needs to speak to the Amateur Boxing Association.

Lord Brooke of Alverthorpe: My Lords, is it not true that training for boxing can be non-combative and is one of the most exhilarating and demanding exercises one can undertake?

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I take my noble friend's word for it, not having engaged in it myself. In politics, we develop skills which are commensurate in many ways. I am glad to say that they are non-contact too.

Baroness Gardner of Parkes: My Lords, my brother, as a doctor, was the manager of the only ever world champion boxer from Australia. He claimed that this boxer was one of the only ones who retired without brain damage because he was very determined to ensure that. Will the Minister emphasise the point about head protection, particularly for young people? In his answer to my noble friend Lady Trumpington, he was not clear whether the guidance available to schools indicates that there should be head protection.

Lord Adonis: My Lords, I should stress that it does. I strongly emphasise the importance of schools paying attention to the safe practice guidance developed by the Association for Physical Education, as well as the Schools Amateur Boxing Association's standards scheme, for precisely the reasons that the noble Baroness and her noble friend set out.
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Summary
The UK would become a world leader in tackling obesity, MPs were told today.

In making an oral statement in the House of Commons, Health Secretary Alan Johnson stated that the first strategy to tackle obesity was published, adding that the strategy was based on recommendations made by Sir David King.

The Foresight Report warned that obesity would increase, he added, including a rise in diabetes, heart and liver disease. This would impact upon health services and create further societal costs to society. The Report highlighted that trends could be reversed, the Minister went on to add.

Personal responsibility and public and private involvement would help tackle obesity, Mr Johnson stated. 

The Government had pledged to be the first to reverse the tide in obesity, the House of Commons heard. By 2020, the proportion of obese children would be reduced to the levels seen in 200, he pledged.

Further funding of £372 million would be provided from 2008-11 in order to tackle obesity further, the Secretary of State highlighted.

On addressing the strategy, Mr Johnson stated that breastfeeding would be promoted and children's health tackled through increased physical activity and compulsory cookery lessons at school.

Secondly, healthy eating would be promoted, he added, pressing the food industry to reduce the level of saturated fat in food.

Ofcom would be asked to bring forward a review of advertising to children to September this year, the Minister confirmed.

On physical activity, Mr Johnson stated that technology would be used to allow parents to assess how much activity their children were taking part in. Sport England would be worked with to promote exercise, centred around the 2012 Games, he added.

Healthy workplaces would also be promoted, Mr Johnson stated.

Personal support would also be offered and more weight management services would be commissioned, he asserted, allowing for personalised data on obesity. A website would help to promote this, he added.

Communities, business and individuals would be included in the fight against obesity and regular reports would be published on progress made on this, the Minister asserted.

The Foresight Report allowed the UK to become a global leader on tackling obesity, Mr Johnson maintained, adding that the expert group would continue to inform Government on the way forward.

 (View the strategy document – in the publications section of the ‘Link’- ‘Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives’

