Olympian to inspire next generation of young sports volunteers
Former champion sprinter Darren Campbell will join students in London today (Wednesday 19th December) to launch the Sky Living For Sport Youth Volunteering Project, designed to inspire 16-25 year olds to get involved in community sports initiatives. 
 
The new drive, which taps into young people’s potential to become sports leaders and role models to younger children, is the result of a unique partnership between Sky, the Youth Sport Trust, and the youth volunteering charity v, and will see hundreds more young people take up sports volunteering opportunities in their area.  
 
Darren, the Sky Living For Sport Ambassador, will be joined by Kevin Brennan Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children, Young People and Families, Sue Campbell, Chair of the Youth Sport Trust, Terry Ryall, Chief Executive of v, and young people from the project just starting out on their journey as volunteers at The Imagination Gallery in London’s West End.

 
The Sky Living For Sport Youth Volunteering Project will engage young people who may not normally become volunteers, either through perceived lack of opportunity, lack of confidence or challenging circumstances. They will be offered encouragement and practical support to take their passion for sport out into their local community. In return, they can gain self-esteem, leadership and teamwork skills, as well as valuable hands-on experience, which can help them move into higher education or employment.
 
The project will work with schools and further education colleges to identify young people aged between 16 and 18, who will be invited to attend one of a series of ‘inspiration days’ around the country. Here, they will work with inspirational athlete mentors, including Darren, to equip them with the practical resources, tips and motivation to take their interest in volunteering forward.
 
On returning to school or college, their teacher will take on the role of mentor, helping them find a suitable volunteering placement. This will involve anything from organising sports festivals for younger pupils, to helping out with less traditional sporting activities, such as organising sessions at skate parks or with local youth groups.
 
Darren Campbell, Sky Living For Sport Ambassador, said: 
“Sports volunteers are critical to British sport. They contribute to sport at every level, from grassroots through to high-profile events like the Olympics. Taking the first step for some young people can be quite daunting, as they don’t realise they have the skills and qualities to make them great leaders.  
 
“Getting involved in sports volunteering through an initiative such as this can be a very powerful way for teenagers to raise their self-esteem and develop their potential through helping others, which is something I’m passionate about helping young people to do.”
 
Ben Stimson, BSkyB Director of Responsibility and Reputation 
“We are delighted that schools participating in Sky Living For Sport have found it helps them re-engage students at risk of opting out of mainstream education. Sky Living For Sport is a simple idea – it asks students what they want to do and helps them do it. Thanks to the Youth Sport Trust and v, Sky is pleased to be expanding this school initiative to outside the classroom by way of offering a range of volunteering opportunities for more young people”
 
Youth Sport Trust Chair, Sue Campbell, said: 
“Up to 70,000 volunteers will be needed to help put on the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, so there has never been a better time to get young people involved in sports volunteering.  We’re sure these young volunteers will be able to build fantastic relationships with young people in their local area, using the power of sport to become role models to the next generation of youngsters involved in school and community sport.”
 
Terry Ryall, Chief Executive of v, says: 
“v is delighted to support this partnership which gives young people the opportunity to put their passion for sport into action to help their communities.” 
 

The project is an extension to the successful Sky Living For Sport scheme, run by the Youth Sport Trust and Sky, which began as a way to re-engage young people aged 11-16 using the power of sport to help them achieve their potential in school. The new drive is an expansion of the scheme to reach young people aged 16-25 through sport and other volunteering opportunities.
 
As part of the partnership between the three organisations, Darren Campbell is also featuring in a promotional film showing across Sky’s network to encourage more people aged 16-25 to sign up for volunteering opportunities. Filming took place in Moss Side, Manchester, where Darren grew up, and features the former athlete running through the city’s streets, challenging youngsters from all backgrounds, playing all different sports, who he meets en route not just to follow him, but to take the lead themselves, and get involved in volunteering.
 
Without Britain’s army of volunteers, sport would simply not survive. For example,
·         Sport volunteers contribute one billion hours each year to sport* 
·         That’s the equivalent of 720,000 paid workers* 
·         The value of time contributed by sports volunteers in England is estimated at over £14billion*
·         A survey of 1,000 16-25 year olds commissioned by v found that sport was their number one interest, and is the sixth most popular volunteering activity that young people search for on the website vinspired.com
 
*Source: 'Sports Volunteering in England' research, commissioned by Sport England in 2002.
