runningsports - an update brief January 2008 from Margaret Nolan (Partnership Development Manager)

I thought I would introduce the runningsports team and update you on the current position of runningsports.   
runningsports is located in Victoria House, located adjacent to The Pool meeting room, situated between the Communications and the Sports Aid Teams; and Leeds, at the Coachwise offices.  The team consists of:
· Phil Collier - Director of Business Development
· Margaret Nolan - Partnership Development Manager
· Shelley Robinson - Office Manager (London)
· Kirsten Barnes - Workshop Delivery Manager (London)
· Sharon Harland - Head of Events Administration (Leeds) 
Introduction to runningsports
runningsports is a Sport England programme and it exists to be used by Sport England, County Sports Partnerships and National Governing Bodies of Sport to provide skills and support for volunteers working in sport.  Our aim is to develop a range of products and services to support the millions of volunteers that make sport happen in this country.
runningsports focuses on three core strands of club development: Governance & Administration; Finance & Funding; and Volunteers & Volunteer Management.  We have developed products and services that support the work of the volunteers within clubs and through partnership working we ensure that the national messages set by our strategic partners, are cascaded through the single delivery system and made meaningful to each organisation.  
Many of our products are free to volunteers and it is very important that we communicate this message loud and clear to those who can benefit from this information.  We have all found ourselves struggling to find the right words to write a letter, a policy, a task description, etc., only to find out that something similar was already available.  I would very much appreciate your help to let your colleagues know what is available to them, from the runningsports website.  I have outlined below, and summarised on the attached form, the current range of products and services we offer.
Role Outlines
There are 10 free downloadable task descriptions that club volunteers can adopt, adapt or cut and paste onto their own headed paper, these cover roles such as Club Chair, Club Treasurer, Club Secretary, Fixtures Secretary, PR Assistant, and the list goes on.
Top Tips
Then there are the 12 free downloadable Top Tips information sheets that provide bite sized chunks of information to whet the appetite on a range of key responsibilities including recruiting volunteers; managing events, risk assessment, accessing money through Awards for All and promotion & marketing.
Quick Guides
If you require more in depth material, the downloadable Quick Guides are perfect.  There are currently 12 in the series, from developing a sports action plan through to effective communication, the impacts of the DDA; and taxation and sport.  I am confident that we will have something that will appeal to you and your audience.  The Quick Guides can be downloaded, in PDF format, from the runningsports website, or they can be purchased as professional books for £2.99, or a complete set for £19.99 (a saving of £15.89!).
Workbooks
The runningsports workbooks are designed to allow you to work at their own pace whenever they have the time. They are interactive and allow you to begin developing your own solutions to specific problems you may face.  They are written in jargon-free plain English by subject experts who understand how to apply their expertise to sports organisations and clubs.  We currently have 4 workbooks in the range, with an additional three being developed for release later this year.  The runningsports workbooks can be purchased through the runningsports website.
Workshops
runningsports workshops are practical, accessible, and recommended by more than 94% of volunteers who attend them. They are the ideal way to get to grips with all of the key issues facing volunteers working in sport; and they also provide the perfect opportunity to swap ideas and learn from other people’s experiences.  Each workshop has been specifically devised by subject specialists who are not only experts in the topic, but also understand how it relates to volunteers working in sport.  Workshops are run at convenient times at locations in partnership with our Official Partners (National Governing Bodies, County Sports Partnerships and Local Authorities) and include the opportunity to compare notes with other clubs and sports volunteers in the area.
The workshops cover major topics and support major Sport England initiatives such as: Clubmark through A Club for All; PESSCL through Developing Partnerships with Clubs & Schools; Step into Sport through The Role of the Volunteer Coordinator.  While underpinning sports development and action planning through Partner Needs Analysis; Funding for Your Club and Making the Most of Your People.
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runningsports website
The website has been specifically designed for you - whether you want to get started in sports volunteering, are already a volunteer, manage volunteers, or are responsible for volunteering within a sport, county or local authority.  The runningsports website has something to offer everyone and can be accessed at www.runningsports.org.
Official Partner Offer
We have recently developed an Official Partner offer that offers organisations, who want to develop their workforce, additional support.  We want to make sure you have all the help you need to support people involved in running sports clubs, teams and community sports organisations.  By helping you achieve your goals, together, we will help your clubs to achieve theirs.  It is free to register as an Official Partner and organisations get a range of exclusive benefits including:
· regular information on the latest developments in runningsports and skills for sports volunteers (so that you are not duplicating effort at a local level); 
· unlimited access to images from our extensive free library for use on posters, flyers and any other marketing materials;
· access to the new runningsports intranet, enabling you to share ideas and problem solving tips with other Official Partners;
· plus much more.
So, what are you waiting for, take a look at the runningsports website to find out what has changed!
Regional Official Partner Events
runningsports is hosting a series of Official Partner regional events throughout January and February and we have invited representatives from National Governing Bodies, County Sports Partnerships and Local Authorities from each Region.  We will be providing an update on the development of new runningsports products and services and Coussins Associates will be delivering a Marketing Masterclass.  If you would like to support the event in your area and give a 15 minute presentation, please let me know.
I look forward to working with you in the future, of course if I can help in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone, email or post.  Please call in to see us if/when you are in the London office, alternatively if you would like me to visit your offices to meet with your staff, please let me know.
Margaret Nolan
runningsports Partnership Development Manager
Coachwise Limited
3rd Floor, Victoria House
Bloomsbury Square
London WC1B 4SE
Tel: 07966 012159 (Mobile)
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