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	Press release

	Subject
	Lottery awards totalling £820,194 are announced by Sport England for 4 projects  in the West Midlands 

	Subheading
	The Regional Sports Board made the awards from the Community Investment Fund to the 4 projects to increase the take up of community sport in the region
	
	

	
	
	Date
	?? July 2007

	


Sport England’s West Midlands Regional Sports Board (RSB) has great pleasure in announcing that the following awards have been made from the Community Investment Fund (CIF) over the last few weeks:

Cannock Chase District Council – awarded £500,000 towards the cost of a 25m, 6 lane swimming pool in Rugeley.  This will be a brand new £4.5 million facility that will provide the residents of the area with a great opportunity to enjoy this popular sport. The anticipated increase in the numbers of people taking part in sport as a result of this project is 3,000 per year over 5 years.

Ashram Housing Association in partnership with four other housing associations – awarded £45,194 towards a project costing £143,025 to improve social cohesion in five disadvantaged communities in East Birmingham, by improving access to and participation in sporting activities. The increase in the take up sport is expected to be 500 people over the 3 years of project funding by Sport England.

Lichfield Cricket & Hockey Club – awarded £150,000 for an artificial turf pitch for hockey on the club site which is costing £352,374. This will provide a much needed pitch as they currently travel to use facilities elsewhere. It will allow them to develop increased opportunities for people to take up the sport, especially from disabled groups and women/girls. It is predicted that 300 more people will use the pitch at the club over a 5-year projected growth period. 

Longton Rugby Union Football Club, Stoke on Trent – awarded £125,000 towards the total project  cost of £1,357,000 to build a new clubhouse and changing rooms, which will allow the relocation of the club from Caverswall in Staffordshire Moorlands to Stoke on Trent .  The new facility is being built at Trentham Fields and will is part of a multi sport hub development. The relocated facility is projected to attract 400 more people to the club over a 5-year growth period.

The projects will all contribute to achieving an increase in the take up of sport in the region. They have each demonstrated in their applications to Sport England that through the new sports facilities they will be able to provide access to excellent community sport in their area. They will also help us to reach our target of getting an additional 195,960 people in the West Midlands taking part in 3 sessions of 30 minutes (3 x 30) of sport or active recreational each week by 2012.

Rauf Mirza, Chair, West Midlands Regional Sports Board, on announcing the awards said,

“It is through excellent community sports projects like these that we can increase the take up of sport in the region and reach our aim of getting more people active and healthy through sport year-on-year.

“The work of the teams of people involved in developing each project has to be recognised, the Regional Sports Board, the team at Sport England and the respective County Sports Partnership congratulate all of them on their hard work and look forward to visiting the new facilities once they are up and running.”

On receiving the award for the new Rugeley pool Councillor Mick Grocott, Children and Young People Leader of Cannock Chase District Council, said:

“I am over the moon at receiving this award and it will be great for the whole District, I look forward to working with Sport England and meeting them again for the topping out ceremony.  This swimming pool will be a valuable new facility for the District and will help us to achieve our targets of increasing the numbers of people taking part in active recreation.” 

Chief Executive of the Ashram Housing Association which led along with Waterloo, Midland Heart, Harden and Friendship Care and Housing, said: 
“This is a fantastic project and we are delighted with the support of Sport England and the Football Foundation”.

Neal Critchley, Chairman of Lichfield Cricket & Hockey Club said,

“This will be a great asset for the club and the Lichfield District, it will give the Club the opportunity to continue to develop and give all the teams the chance to progress to even higher standard.” 

Martin Hamer, Relocation Manager/Past President of Longton RFC, said,

“We at Longton Rugby are thrilled at the support given to us through the Community Investment Fund. This will allow us to create a fine, exciting new facility in the heart of an area of North Staffordshire in real need of such investment. Thank you from the bottom of our heart”.

· ENDS  –

For more information please contact Jenny Warner, Communication & Knowledge Manager, Sport England on 020 7273 1786 or email jenny.warner@sportnegland.org 

If you wish to speak to the clubs directly in respect of the awards the contacts are as follows:

Cannock Chase – Rugeley pool – Wayne Goodwin,  Tel:01543 578443, Email: waynegoodwin@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 
Ashram (Accord) Housing Association – Sukhminder K Chahal, Tel: 0121 5002300, Email: sukhminderc@accordha.org.uk or Amanda Nicholls on Tel: 0121 7643841 amandani@ashramha.org.uk
Lichfiled Cricket and Hockey Club - David Willenbruch, Tel: 01543 370105, Email: david.willenbruch@ntlworld.com   
Longton RUFC - Martin Hamer, Tel: 01905 759992, Email: martin.hamer@onetel.net 

Notes to Editors:

1. Sport England exists to sustain and increase participation in community sport. It is a non-departmental public body and Lottery distributor. Our ambition is to get two million people participating more in sport by 2012. We do this by promoting, advising and investing in community sport. 

2. Sport England has nine Regional Sports Boards (RSBs), each made up of experts from areas such as business, local government, sport, health and education. The RSBs provide the strategic lead for sport in their regions and distribute investment for grassroots sport. 


3. The Community Investment Fund (CIF) is the community element of the Sport England Lottery Fund and is delivered through the Regional Sport Boards and Sport England in the regions.
4. Sport England has invested more than £2.2bn of Lottery funds into sport across England (since 1994) and more than £550 million from the Exchequer.

5. A County Sports Partnership is a partnership of agencies committed to providing a high quality single system for people to benefit from sport. There are 6 partnerships in the West Midlands:

Birmingham Sport and Physical Activity Partnership
Black Country Consortium Ltd
Coventry Solihull & Warwickshire Sport
Sports Partnership Herefordshire & Worcestershire  
Energize Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin
Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent
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