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	Five years to go to the start of the London 2012 Games

	 
Today, Friday 27 July, sees Sebastian Coe, Chair of the London 2012 Organising Committee, marking five years to go to the Opening Ceremony of the Olympic Games by taking the London 2012 Roadshow to the host borough of Waltham Forest. 
 
Seb is joined by double Olympic Gold Medallist Dame Kelly Holmes, Olympic Gold Medallist Jonathan Edwards, Paralympic Gold Medallist Dame Tanni Grey-Thomson, Olympian Roger Black and Council Leader Cllr Clyde Loakes for a day of sports participation in East London. 
 
The day also recognises the significant progress the London 2012 Organising Committee, The Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and Games stakeholders across the UK have made in the five key areas of sport, delivery, partnership, culture and legacy with the release of the London 2012 Annual Update.  Key achievements this year include: the handover of the Olympic Park land to the ODA; Lloyds TSB and EDF Energy announced as Games partners; the completion of the tunnels to underground the powerlines in the Olympic Park; the Cultural Olympiad framework presented to the sector and industry partners identified to take forward the key projects.
 
The London 2012 Annual Update also sets out the milestones for the next twelve months including:
 
         the launch of the UK-wide preparation camp guide; 
         Games-time training venues confirmed;
         the Olympic Park site cleared and cleaned ready for the big build in 2008;
         significant work starting on Olympic Park bridges, waterways and energy systems;
         development and delivery of handover ceremonies in Beijing and celebrations across the UK; 
         new sponsors signed up and activation programmes launched; 
         the launch of a UK wide service to support business accessing Games-related opportunities;
         the launch of the London 2012 Sustainability Plan;
         detailed legacy plans for London, UK and Nations and Regions in place and being delivered on; 
         St Pancras International opens and the upgrade to Stratford Regional Station begins.
  
The Prime Minister Gordon Brown said:
 
“Five years from today the Olympic flame will be lit in London, marking the start of the greatest celebration of sport we will have ever seen in this country.  But the vision for London 2012 is about more than just hosting a fantastic Summer of sport. It is about using this opportunity as a catalyst for lasting change in our country.
 
I want the anticipation and reality of hosting the Olympic and Paralympic Games here in 2012 to spark a renewed passion for sport in Britain's young people.  That's why I recently announced extra funding to restore sport to its proper place in our schools - not as an attractive afterthought to the curriculum, not as an after-school option for an enthusiastic minority, but as a central part of the experience of every child.
 
I am also determined that we maximise the regeneration benefits of hosting the Olympics in east London.  This is an area of real deprivation and the Games will help change it for good with new jobs, schools, homes, new sports facilities and improved transport links.    And there will be major benefits for the rest of our country, including the opportunity for UK companies to bid for and win contracts and the unprecedented opportunity for our tourism industry.
 
The team at 2012 are exactly where they planned to be at this point.  The International Olympic Committee has praised their preparations to date.  And they have my full support as they work to meet the many challenges that lie ahead and to make the most of the great prize of staging the Games here in Britain.”
 
Sebastian Coe, Chair of the London 2012 Organising Committee commented:
 
“Hosting the 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games is an opportunity of lifetime for London and the UK. It has been a year of real achievement for 2012 and today’s five years to go milestone is an opportunity to recognise our progress but also to take a forward look at what we want to have achieved by the start of the 2008 Beijing Games. The Games have the ability to change lives both on and off the sporting field and all across the UK. This is an opportunity that must be seized.”
 
Olympic Minister Tessa Jowell said: 
 
"In just five years from now the UK will host the greatest show on earth and welcome the world to these shores.  It is therefore fitting that this year's Roadshow is today in Waltham Forest, one of the five host boroughs which will be at the centre of the action.  I am sure that people in the area will get involved and take advantage of the opportunities the Games will offer, now and in 2012 and beyond.
 
"Never has there been a better chance to harness the power of sport as a force for good.  Whether it is the inspiration of millions to get active and improve their health or the regeneration of one of the most deprived parts of the UK, the benefits from London 2012 will last for generations."
 
Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone said: 
 
"I am delighted at how well London has begun and the position we are in five years ahead of the opening ceremony.  We continue to hit all our targets and milestones - most recently in completing the assembly of all the land needed right on time. And we have received the strongest possible endorsement from the experts at the International Olympic Committee.  I am confident that the world class teams that are now in place at London 2012 will continue meeting our targets towards our ultimate goal of staging the greatest Games ever in 2012."
 
David Higgins, Chief Executive of the Olympic Delivery Authority said:
 
"It is 5 years to go until the world’s greatest sporting event comes to London and the UK and we are right on track.  Work is already well underway on site and we are exactly where we planned to be at this stage of the project.  The clean-up of the land has started, demolition work has begun, and designs for key venues have been unveiled with more to follow later this year.
 
“With the site now in our full control, work will start to accelerate as we create an Olympic Park fit to stage the Games and to transform the face of east London with a landmark urban park for generations to come."
 
 
Colin Moynihan, Chairman of the British Olympic Association said:
 
“London 2012 will motivate a whole generation of young people as they seek to emulate their Team GB heroes both on and off the sporting field.  As we prepare for the Beijing Olympic Games, the public’s increasing interest in the Olympic Movement will be inspirational for all those Team GB athletes competing next year and in front of the home crowd in 2012.”
 
Waltham Forest Council Leader Clyde Loakes said: 
 
“For the communities in the five host boroughs developments are already transforming lives: through new job schemes, volunteering opportunities, cultural projects and sports initiatives.  Hosting the Games presents  fantastic opportunities for our local communities and we are committed to maximising these opportunities over the next five years.”
 
 

	– Ends –
 
For more information please contact:
London 2012 Press Office on +44 (0)203 2012 100
 
Notes to Editors:
 
         For copies of the London 2012 Annual Update please contact the London 2012 press office on +44 (0)203 2012 100
 
         The 2007 London 2012 Roadshow is visiting 27 locations over a ten-week period and today it arrives at   Walthamstow Town Square, London E17. The event runs from 10am to 4pm.  The theme of this year’s Roadshow is ‘Join In’, aiming to encourage everyone – particularly young people – to be inspired by sport with a long-term aim of increasing their participation in the run up to 2012.
 
         Today’s roadshow stop features a demonstration area, where visitors can take part in ‘taster’ sporting activities programmed by London Borough of Waltham Forest, the other four host boroughs and Sport England, including Basketball, Taekwondo, Fencing and Football. Information on local sports and fitness clubs in the local area is also available to encourage visitors to continue to participate.  On board the Roadshow bus, visitors can access the new 2012 Challenge website www.london2012.com, set their own challenge and be inspired by the Olympic Games to achieve it.
 
         Visitors to the Roadshow today can join Kelly Holmes and Roger Black in The National Lottery Dream Stats Zone to find out what it takes to be a sporting champion and how to get more involved with sport.  The Zone offers people the chance to try out the Dream Stats calculator – by answering a few simple questions, the online application matches their physical attributes and personal preferences to show what sports most suit them.  Visitors can also assess their sporting aptitude for real, by taking a series of fun physical tests.
 
         National Lottery funding will contribute up to £2.2 billion* towards the cost of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympics Games.  £750 million of Good Causes money raised by sales of designated lottery games, such as the draw-based game Dream Number and certain Scratchcards and interactive games, will go towards funding the provision of facilities and supporting infrastructure of the 2012 Games. For more information contact Liz Parker on 020 7632 5746 / 07866 450 287 liz.parker@camelotgroup.co.uk  *Subject to Parliamentary approval 
 
         Sport England exists to sustain and increase participation in community sport. It is a non-departmental public body and Lottery distributor. Our ambition is to get two million people participating more in sport by 2012. We do this by promoting, advising and investing in community sport. For more information contact Alex Russell on 020 7273 1866.
 
 

	 
For further information please contact the London 2012 Press Office on +44 (0)203 2012 100 
or visit the website at www.london2012.com. Find out the latest from London 2012 HQ on our Work in Progress blog http://blog.london2012.com 
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