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Profile

Gerry Sutcliffe MP

Party:


Labour

Constituency:

Bradford South

Position:

Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Ministry of Justice

Labour MP for Bradford South since 1994, Gerry Sutcliffe spent four-years in the Government Whips’ office before being appointed a junior Trade and Industry Minister in June 2003. Three years later, in a sideways move, he was one of three former Whips moved to instil some discipline into the Home Office. His responsibilities included criminal justice, probation and prostitution, and when the Home Office was split up in 2007 he moved to the new Ministry of Justice retaining the same brief.

Having left school at sixteen, he initially worked in a department store and sold advertising for a local newspaper before working is way up through the trade unions to eventually become leader of Bradford Metropolitan Council in 1992. Two years later he was selected for Bradford South in the by-election following the death of the left-winger Bob Cryer.

A skilled political operator, as chairman of the Parliamentary Labour Party Trade Union Group he was an important go-between between the unions and Blairite Labour. He was Parliamentary Private Secretary to Harriet Harman as Social Security Secretary and then to Stephen Byers at the Treasury and at Trade and Industry, before moving to the Whips' office. 

Sport

The Independent newspaper recently tipped Gerry Sutcliffe as a ‘front-runner’ to become the new sports minister when Gordon Brown takes over as prime minister and if Richard Caborn is reshuffled. Mr Sutcliffe is certainly a keen sports fan and has made no secrets that he would relish taking on the role of sports minister.  He follows rugby league and football but finally hung up his boots recently after a number of years as captain, coach and goalkeeper for the House of Commons football team.  As a backbench MP, he was behind a syndicate to buy a large television screen to watch the 1998 World Cup in a Commons conference room and in 1999 referred to the sporting strategy behind the bid to host the 2006 world cup as being to “act as a spur to youngsters”. 

A bid for a lottery funded ABC basketball centre is currently underway in Wyke, within Mr Sutcliffe’s constituency. Planning permission for the project, which would include a gym and four practice courts which will combine to make a 2000 seater show court, was secured by the local council in April 2007.
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