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For Immediate Release: Tuesday 3 July 2007
lottery feeds in £3.6 million 

to west mids child’s play
A smorgasbord of new playgrounds, skate parks, play schemes and holiday activities will be dished up to adventure-hungry West Midlands children, through  £3.6 million in the Big Lottery Fund (BIG) funding announced today. 

Eleven local authorities (list below) have been awarded slices of the £3,655,891 regional cash pie from BIG’s Children’s Play programme to deliver portfolios of play attractions in their areas.

Big Lottery Fund Head of West Midlands Region John Taylor said: “This funding is a major boost to play facilities in the West Midlands. Play areas and activities are vital for childhood development and this money will mean many children in need will have new opportunities to exercise their muscles and minds.”

The Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council will spend its £690,320 award delivering one million new play hours for up to 10,000 children and young people across Dudley over the next three years. The Dudley Children's Play Initiative - Just Enjoy portfolio will include a new play ranger programme in public parks, more activities for disabled children, three new multi-use games areas and a skate park. 

Cllr Liz Walker Cabinet Member for Children's Services and Children's Play Champion for Dudley said: “The council is thrilled that our Big Lottery Fund application has been successful. It is so important for all children to be able to play safely with their friends and for young people to socialise and spend time together. This investment will make it easier for children and families to enjoy the local environment.”

Four local authorities in Shropshire and Telford and Wreckin will benefit from awards, including the Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council which receives £200,000 for its Vibrant and Inclusive Play in Shrewsbury initiative that will include an adventure playground, more play workers and a new multi-games area. 

Alan Wallin, Leisure & Community Development Manager, said: “The kids of Shrewsbury’s urban and rural areas will soon be enjoying the benefits of our new-found ability to employ extra street scene play leaders and build much-needed facilities in the form of a children’s playground in the recently opened Shrewsbury Sports Village and a long awaited multi-sports court in the Bomere Heath area. Very well done to all involved in securing this grant. It’s yet further evidence, if any were needed, that Shrewsbury really is at the table when it comes to securing major monies from national grant awarding bodies.”
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The Big Lottery Fund’s Children’s Play programme has allocated £124 million to local authority areas, to help improve or develop play provision. To access the funding, local authorities have to develop appropriate play strategies and ensure they work in partnership with local agencies such as voluntary and community groups. Local authorities will use the funding to manage portfolios of local play projects across their areas.

Total awards across the West Midlands today are:

	West Midlands – 11 Awards

	Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council
	£690,320

	Coventry City Council
	£790,000

	Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council
	£200,000

	Herefordshire Council
	£338,000

	Wychavon District Council
	£200,943

	North Warwickshire Borough Council
	£200,000

	Malvern Hills District Council
	£200,000

	South Shropshire District Council
	£200,000

	North Shropshire District Council
	£200,000

	Telford & Wrekin Council
	£436,555

	Tamworth Borough Council
	£200,073

	


Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund will support children’s play with £155 million through:

· the £124 million Children’s Play programme, with funds available to every local authority area in England;

· a separate £16 million Playful Ideas programme focussing on innovation; and

· a £15 million grant to the Children’s Play Council, part of the National Children’s Bureau, to fund England-wide development and support.

· Under the Children’s Play programme, in deciding how best to allocate the available funds to each authority the Big Lottery Fund have allocated: 50 per cent of the funding on the basis of child population, and 50 per cent of the regional population living in the most deprived 20% of Super Output Areas included in the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004. The minimum amount allocated to any local authority is £200,000.

· Under Playful Ideas registered charities; voluntary or community groups; charitable or not-for-profit companies; social enterprises; and town and parish councils can apply. However, other organisations, such as schools, can work in partnership on projects.

· The Big Lottery Fund awarded a grant to the Children’s Play Council a strategic alliance of organisations working to promote the importance of play and to stimulate better play opportunities. Play England - a project of the Children’s Play Council - lead on this work by helping agencies to develop play strategies and apply for Children's Play funding. For further information please visit www.ncb.org.uk

· The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in lottery good cause money every 24 hours, which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project.
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