£170,000 of Co-op funding for StreetGames – volunteering programme
In a new partnership StreetGames and The Co-operative Group will be

supporting 600 new opportunities for young people in some of the

UKs most disadvantaged communities through the launch of

a new volunteer programme. Launched in July (see back page for

details), the volunteer programme will initially run for two years during which

time a number projects and events will take place giving young people the

chance to learn sports, broaden their horizons and develop community

leadership skills. A comprehensive training programme

is being developed by StreetGames and The Co-operative Group in

partnership with national sporting bodies and volunteer organisations.

Increasing social inclusion is one of five social goals for The Co-operative

Group and the central focus of StreetGames. Working in partnership

will allow us to make great strides in working for this goal.

The programme will also provide opportunities for members and staff of

The Co-operative Group to get involved, to join StreetGames in

working for social inclusion, learn new skills and have fun.

Four sports within five localities is the goal of one new StreetGames project.

With the football ‘season’ already under their belt, the Reading

StreetGames team is now planning the next three seasons – cricket, tag

rugby and lacrosse – each lasting around eight weeks.

More than 75 young people took part in the first football ‘season’, volunteers

learnt communication and team work skills. The volunteers told us the

experience boosted their confidence and self-esteem.

Football Association trained coaches were joined by thirteen local volunteers

and the Sport Reading Development Team to deliver the sessions. The

season finished with a football festival where teams played each other and

all participants were presented with a StreetGames medal and special

awards were handed out for the player of the season and festival. The football season has been the most successful to date, with more young

people getting involved than ever before. And there’s also been an

increase in parental involvement, with families coming along to watch and

support. Both the coaching sessions and festival helped develop a sense

of community as well as creating new social networks for parents.

Immediate practical benefits have included shared transport to the

festival and a more cohesive and stronger community.

At the end of all the seasons, the Reading StreetGames team is

planning to hold a sports festival where all the localities will play against each

other. The project, funded through the Football Foundation, is managed and

supported by the town’s Borough Council Sport Development Team.
