House of Commons, House of Lords and other key agencies – sport questions etc, 24 June – 3 July 2008

House of Commons Questions

Cunningham - Physical Activity: Elderly

Tue, 24 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer
Contents 

Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (1) what steps the Government have taken to encourage pensioners to take more physical exercise; [212266]

(2) what steps the Government have taken to encourage leisure centres to provide sports facilities aimed at pensioners. [212267]

Andy Burnham [holding answer 19 June 2008]: The Government are committed to increasing participation in sport and physical activity.

On 6 June this year, we announced a package designed to extend opportunities to swim and to maximise the health benefits of wider participation in swimming-particularly for those aged over 60.

The many benefits swimming can bring are reflected in the cross-Government nature of the initiative, with contributions from the Department of Health, the Department for Work and Pensions, the Department for Communities and Local Government, the Department for Children, Schools and Families and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

Over the summer, we will work in close consultation with the Local Government Association, the Amateur Swimming Association, Sport England and others to develop the details of the scheme.
Buck - Schools (Sports)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Ms Buck: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families at what proportion of secondary schools in (a) England, (b) London and (c) each London local authority area pupils played (i) four hours or more sport a week and (ii) competitive inter-school sport in 2006-07. [214316]

Kevin Brennan: The annual school sport survey collects data relating to participation in PE and sport by five to 16-year-olds in England. This enables us to measure progress towards our PSA target to have at least 85 per cent. of pupils doing at least two hours high quality PE and sport each week by September 2008. Currently, 86 per cent. of young people are doing the two hours. The survey does not collect data relating to the proportion of secondary schools in which pupils participate in four hours or more of sport each week.

The most recent survey found that 31 per cent. of five to 16-year-olds in England currently participate in inter school sporting competition. The figure for all London local authorities is also 31 per cent. Copies of the results of the survey can be found in the Libraries of both Houses.

From next year, progress towards our new target of five hours of sport for young people will be measured by a range of means including: the annual school sport survey; extensive face to face interviews with young people; and Sport England's Active People survey.

 

Foster, D - Sports England (Community Projects Fund )

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what proportion of Sport England's funding has been spent on the Community Projects Fund since 1999. [213000]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The proportion of Sports England's funding which has been spent on the Community Projects Fund since 1999, as provided by Sport England, is as follows:

	Financial Year 
	Proportion of funding spent on the Community Projects Fund (percentage) 

	1998-99 
	95 

	1999-2000 
	89 

	2000-01 
	51 

	2001-02 
	72 

	2002-03 
	60 

	2003-04 
	63 

	2004-05 
	71 

	2005-06 
	39 

	2006-07 
	26 

	2007-08 
	81 


 

Foster, D - Sports England (small awards)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how many small awards Sport England made in each year since 1999. [212997]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The number of small awards made by Sport England in each year since 1999, as provided by Sport England, is as follows:

	Financial year 
	Number of small awards( 1) made by Sport England 

	1999-2000 
	208 

	2000-01 
	119 

	2001-02 
	165 

	2002-03 
	130 

	2003-04 
	81 

	2004-05 
	154 

	2005-06 
	315 

	2006-07 
	164 


(1) For the purpose of this response, the definition of small awards is up to £10,000. These figures include Lottery and Exchequer funding. 

 

Foster, D - Sports facilities (finance)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport to how many new or enhanced facilities requiring funding under £100,000 Sport England allocated funding through their Community Projects Capital Fund in each year since 1999; and how many of these facilities were deemed to have significantly benefited people from ethnic minority communities in each year. [212986]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The numbers of new or enhanced facilities requiring funding under £100,000 and which have been allocated funding through the Sport England Community Projects Capital Fund, as provided by Sport England, in each year since 1999 are tabled as follows:

New or enhanced facilities requiring funding under £100,000, which have been funded through the Sport England Community Projects Capital Fund 

	Financial Year 
	Number 

	1999-2000 
	190 

	2000-01 
	104 

	2001-02 
	90 

	2002-03 
	118 

	2003-04 
	21 

	2004-05 
	16 

	2005-06 
	4 

	2006-07 
	1 



Information is not available about how many of these facilities are deemed to have significantly benefited people from ethnic minorities in each year. However, Sport England remains committed to working with funding partners to increase participation amongst all groups, including ethnic minorities.

 

Foster, D - Sports England (finance)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport to how many new or enhanced 30 Jun 2008 : Column 587W facilities requiring funding over £100,000 Sport England allocated funding through their Community Projects Capital Fund in each year since 1999; and how many of these facilities were based on education sites. [212985]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The numbers of new or enhanced facilities requiring funding over £100,000 which have been funded through the Sport England Community Projects Capital Fund in each year since 1999, as provided by Sport England, are tabled as follows:

Number 

	Financial Year 
	New or enhanced facilities funded through the Sport England Community Projects Capital Fund 
	Facilities based on sites of educational organisations 

	1999-2000 
	135 
	20 

	2000-01 
	133 
	23 

	2001-02 
	154 
	19 

	2002-03 
	134 
	26 

	2003-04 
	76 
	12 

	2004-05 
	32 
	4 

	2005-06 
	9 
	2 

	2006-07 
	8 
	Not available 


 

Foster, D - Sport action zones

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what assessment Sport England has made of sport action zones; and what reports have been commissioned on their operation. [213785]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England commissioned Ipsos Mori to carry out a study of four of the Sport Action Zones (SAZ) between October 2005 and January 2006, comparing baseline data collected in 2001-02 on levels of participation in sport and attitudes towards sports provision among residents.

In addition to Ipsos Mori's study, Sport England's Policy Team produced a detailed summary report on the lessons learnt from the SAZ, Active Communities Development Fund and Active Communities Manager's Projects in 2007. This report is titled "Impact in 3D".

Both reports will be placed in the House Libraries shortly.

Foster, D - English Sports Council (Football Youth Development programme)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much was spent by Sport England via the Football Youth Development programme in each year since 1999. [213789]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England has spent via the Football Youth Development programme in each year since 1999:

	
	£ million 

	1998-99 
	5 

	1999-2000 
	5 

	2000-01 
	5 

	2001-02 
	5 

	2002-03 
	2.5 

	2003-04 
	2.5 

	2004-05 
	2.5 

	2005-06 
	2.5 


 

Foster, D - English Sports Council expenditure (sports ground safety)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much has been spent by Sport England on sports ground safety through the Football Trust and Sports Ground Initiative since 1999. [213793]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The total expenditure for sports ground safety through the Football Trust and Sports Ground Initiative since 1999 is £6,767,549.

 

Foster, D - English Sports Council (expenditure)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much has been spent by Sport England through their World Class revenue programmes in each year since 1999. [213788]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England spent the following amounts through their World Class revenue programmes in each year since 1999:

	Financial year 
	Total (£) 

	1999-2000 
	12,983,763 

	2000-01 
	120,599,171 

	2001-02 
	83,893,415 

	2002-03 
	71,915,401 

	2003-04 
	29,742,740 

	2004-05 
	11,557,543 

	2005-06 
	521,492 

	Total 
	331,213,525 


Foster, D - English Sports Council (expenditure)

Mon, 30 June 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how many sports were funded by Sport England's World Class funding programme in each year since 1999. [213787]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England funded the following number of sports from its World Class funding programme:

1999- 20 00: 17

- In addition, an award was also made to the British Paralympic Association to support various disability sports. An award was also made to UK Sport to support the Athlete Lifestyle Services programme across a number of different sports.

2000-01: 29

- In addition, two awards were also made to UK Sport to support the Athlete Lifestyle Services programme across a number of different sports.

2001-02: 28

- In addition, two awards were also made to UK Sport to support the Athlete Lifestyle Services programme across a number of different sports.

2002-03: 25

2003-04: 24

- In addition, an award was made to UK Sport to support the Athlete Lifestyle Services programme across a number of different sports.

2004-05: 21

- In addition, an award was made to UK Sport to support the Athlete Lifestyle Services programme across a number of different sports.

 Commons Statements

Hodge makes statement on DCMS Engagement

Wed, 2 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Ministerial Statements

Summary 

The following written ministerial statement has been made today by Minister of State at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, Margaret Hodge

Contents 

DCMS Engagement
The Minister of State, Department for Culture, Media and Sport (Margaret Hodge): I am announcing changes to the way my Department organises its work within the English regions. Our aim is to ensure that we concentrate our expenditure on front-line services. We also want to strengthen collaboration between the public agencies for culture, media and sport, so that there is effective and efficient engagement at both regional and local level in policy and programme development and delivery.
I have reviewed the collaborative work of DCMS public bodies at regional level. The Secretary of State and I have decided that the four DCMS bodies which have a significant regional presence should work with key partners, such as local authorities and the Regional Development Agencies, to agree shared priorities and the action they need to take. These bodies are the Arts Council England, Sport England, English Heritage and the Museums Libraries and Archives Council. They will be specifically charged to work together on matters relevant to the DCMS agenda, and they will bring in other agencies and DCMS bodies where that would add value to work they are doing.
The DCMS bodies will contribute in relation to culture and sport in the following priority areas:

regional strategies;

improving relationships with local authorities and developing services in partnership with local authorities;

place shaping; and

2012 and the cultural Olympiad.


The agencies will build on the joint working begun by the Regional Cultural Consortia. The consortia have achieved a great deal—strengthening the role of culture and sport in regional strategies and building networks, and the Secretary of State and I value those achievements. We have, however, decided that it is now time to switch funding from the administrative costs of Regional Cultural Consortia into grants for front-line delivery in all parts of England from the end of this financial year. We expect the consortia to be wound up as a consequence and we will assist that process, meeting reasonable costs of securing it and providing funding to our non-Departmental public bodies to set up the new arrangements.
The precise nature of the new arrangements in each region will be negotiated regionally by the directors of the four key public bodies. This will enable each region to build upon their existing strengths and determine their own priorities.
 

Westminster Debates and Legislation
Nothing this week

House of Lords

 Nothing this week

Central Government and Agencies
Nothing this week 
Non-governmental and  other Organisations’ Press Releases
SkillsActive reports as ASA pioneers skills analysis initiative for sport

Mon, 30 June 2008 | Government Body Press Release

Summary 

SkillsActive has announced that, together with the national governing body involved in every component of swimming (ASA,) it has been working to roll out a brand new online workforce development solution for sport. It explained that, by using the ‘SkillsActive Analyser’ tool, the ASA would be able to equip its staff, both paid and volunteers, with the skills and training they need to ensure that they are professionally qualified and able to coach and develop others at a consistently high standard.

Jane Nickerson, director of operations at the ASA commented: 'As an organisation we are always striving to ensure our workforce (teachers, coaches, administrators, volunteers and direct employees) are working to the highest standards and have both the skills and confidence they need to succeed. The SkillsActive Analyser will make it easier for us to identify and meet their training needs and provide appropriate training.'
 

Football Foundation - UK’s biggest charities teaming up to help address health issues for older people across the country

Tue, 24 June 2008 | Campaign Organisation Press Release

Summary 

The Football Foundation announced that it was joining Sport Relief in launching a £500,000 initiative aimed at helping the over-60s stay active and healthy.

Kevin Cahill, Chief Executive of Comic Relief, stated: 'For a number of years Comic Relief has awarded grants that help older people across the UK get access to the support they need. We are proud to be part of a programme that will provide a fantastic service for older people, improving their health and fitness as well as strengthening social and community links.'

