House of Commons, House of Lords and other key agencies – sport questions etc, 3 July -9 July  2008

House of Commons Questions

Jenkins - Amateur and School Sports (Tamworth)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Jenkins: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what funding his Department has provided to (a) amateur sports clubs and (b) sport in schools in Tamworth constituency in each year since 1997. [215776]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Departmental and Lottery funding to promote and invest in grassroots and community sport is allocated via Sport England. Sport England has advised that one within the Tamworth constituency was awarded Lottery funding of £403,780 on 17 November 1997. The award was made to Tamworth borough council for the development of the Anker Valley Sports Ground.

In addition, three projects in the Tamworth area have received awards totalling £30,000 for sport projects from the Awards for All scheme. The following table sets out details.

Awards For All 

	
	Awarded to: 
	Project 
	A mount (£) 

	June 2007 
	Queen Elizabeth's Mercian School 
	A project to refurbish the school's swimming pool. 
	10,000 

	December 2006 
	Tamworth Olympic Gymnastics Club 
	A project to buy safety equipment. 
	10,000 

	November 2006 
	Tamworth Amateur Boxing Club 
	A project to extend the clubs facilities and purchase new equipment. 
	10,000 

	Total 
	- 
	- 
	30,000 


 

Ryan - Amateur and School Sports Clubs (Funding)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Joan Ryan: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what funding his Department provided to (a) amateur sports clubs and (b) sport in schools in (i) Enfield North constituency and (ii) London in each year since 1997. [213803]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Departmental and lottery funding to promote and invest in grassroots and community sport is allocated via Sport England. Sport England has advised that in each year since 1997 funding in Enfield North for (a) amateur sports clubs and (b)sport in schools was as follows:

£ 

	Financial year 
	Amateur sports clubs 
	Sport in schools 

	1997-98 
	0 
	0 

	1998-99 
	0 
	0 

	1999-2000 
	0 
	0 

	2000-01 
	0 
	0 

	2001-02 
	0 
	784,418 

	2002-03 
	0 
	10,000 

	2003-04 
	0 
	0 

	2004-05 
	9,009 
	0 

	2005-06 
	31,436 
	0 

	2006-07 
	552,555 
	0 



However, Sport England have advised that the only way to provide a similar breakdown (amateur clubs and school sports) for the whole of London would be to manually gather the information from the thousands of grants which have been awarded during the period. This could be provided only at disproportionate cost.

 

Foster, D - Sport England's Community Projects Fund (Areas of Deprivation)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what proportion of Sport England's Community Projects Fund has been spent in areas of deprivation since 1999. [212999]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England have advised that the "Community Projects Fund" is a generic term for a series of funding streams including Sports Action Zones and Priority Area Initiatives, and not a single funding stream for which such information is centrally held. Since 1997 Sport England have funded a number of community initiatives designed to help combat low levels of participation in sport in communities that experience the effects of poverty and deprivation. However, Sport England do not record the award or amount of grants according to whether or not projects fall within areas of deprivation, as defined by Government Indices of Deprivation.

Foster, D - Sport England's Community Projects Fund (Administrative Costs) 
Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much and what proportion of Sport England's Community Projects Fund was spent on administration in each year since 1999. [212988]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England have advised that the Community Projects Fund is a generic term for a series of funding streams including Sports Action Zones and Priority Area Initiatives, and not a single funding stream for which such information is centrally held. It is not therefore possible to provide figures for the proportion of Community Projects Fund that was spent on administration in each year since 1999.

However, detailed information on the yearly operating costs of Sport England can be found in their annual reports, copies of which are available in the Libraries of the House. Annual reports from 2000-01 onwards are also available at the following address: http://www.sportengland.org/annualreport.htm>;

Foster, D - Sport England (Community Projects)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much was spent on sports action zones through Sport England's (a) Community Projects Capital Fund, (b) Community Investment Fund and (c) community sports networks in each year since 1999. [212984]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Funding for the Sport Action Zone (SAZ) programme came through a wide range of sporting and non-sporting funding streams. Figures have been provided for total Sport England funding for SAZs in each year since 1999, but this information is not centrally held according to the categories of Community Projects Capital Fund, Community Investment Fund and Community Sports Networks.

	Financial year 
	Total Sport England funding for SAZs (£) 

	2000-01 
	2,595,330 

	2001-02 
	411,651 

	2002-03 
	3,457,311 

	2003-04 
	1,097,233 

	2004-05 
	187,712 

	2005-06 
	272,853 

	2006-07 
	2,595,330 


 
Foster, D - Sport England's Community Projects Revenue Fund (Areas of Deprivation)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what proportion of Sport England's Community Projects Revenue Fund has been spent in areas of deprivation since 1999. [212982]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England have advised that the "Community Projects Revenue Fund" is a generic term for a series of funding streams including Sports Action Zones and Priority Area Initiatives, and not a single funding stream for which such information is centrally held. Since 1997 Sport England have funded a number of community initiatives designed to help combat low levels of participation in sport in communities that experience the effects of poverty and deprivation. However, Sport England does not record the award or amount of grants according to whether or not projects fall within areas of deprivation, as defined by Government Indices of Deprivation.


Foster, D - Sport England (Community Development)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much was spent by Sport England through the Community Projects Revenue Fund in each year since 1999. [213791]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England have advised that the Community Projects Revenue Fund is a generic term for a series of funding streams including Sports Action Zones and Priority Area Initiatives, and not a single funding stream for which such information is centrally held. It is not therefore possible to provide figures for how much was spent through the Community Projects Revenue Fund in each year since 1999. As such, this information could be provided only at disproportionate cost.

 Foster, D - Sport England's Community Projects Revenue Fund (Rural Areas)

Thu, 3 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how many projects targeting rural areas have received funding from Sport England's Community Projects Revenue Fund since 1999. [213794]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England has advised that it does not distinguish between urban and rural areas in awarding and recording grants.

 Robertson, H - English Sports Council

Mon, 7 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Hugh Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport if he will place in the Library (a) an organogram of Sport England's key responsibilities under its new strategy and (b) a list of the delivery agencies who will carry them out. [214527]

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 30 June 2008]: Sport England's role will be to build the foundations of sporting success through the creation of a world-leading sports development system. The organisational structure which will deliver the Sport England 2008 to 2011 strategy is being finalised and will be announced shortly. I have therefore asked Sport England to write to the hon. Member to provide the information requested once their new structure has been announced. A copy of the letter will be placed in the Libraries of both Houses.

Foster, D - English Sports Council (Expenditure)

Mon, 7 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much has been spent by Sport England on specialist national facilities, excluding those on UK Sports Institute sites, in each year since 1999. [213792]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England allocates funding for specialist national facilities through the English Institute of Sport (EIS) programme. All EIS facilities are also classed as part of the UK Sports Institute (UKSI).

Other facilities funded by Sport England are funded on the basis of the benefit to community sport, and while they may be used for specialist national purposes, information on the amount spent on non-UKSI community facilities which also have specialist national purpose could be provided only at disproportionate cost.

Foster, D - English Sports Council (Funding)

Mon, 7 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much Sport England has received in (a) grant-in-aid and (b) lottery funding in each year since 1999. [213783]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The information is tabled as follows:

£000 

	
	
	Sport England grant in aid 
	SE lottery funding 

	Outturn 
	1999-2000 
	37,523 
	251,000 

	Outturn 
	2000-01 
	38,323 
	232,000 

	Outturn 
	2001-02 
	43,162 
	309,000 

	Outturn 
	2002-03 
	80,324 
	313,000 

	Outturn 
	2003-04 
	44,572 
	261,000 

	Outturn 
	2004-05 
	74,456 
	232,000 

	Outturn 
	2005-06 
	80,971 
	400,000 

	Outturn 
	2006-07 
	104,245 
	296,000 

	Provisional Outturn(1) 
	2007-08 
	113,296 
	227,000 



(1)The accounts for Sport England have not yet been audited. 

Foster, D - Sports (Finance)

Wed, 9 July 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how many projects aimed at (a) ethnic communities, (b) disabled communities and (c) women and girls have received funding from Sport England's Community Projects Revenue Fund since 1999. [212992]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England has advised that from 2005-06 to 2007-08 the public service agreement for sport was to increase participation in sport by 3 per cent. by priority groups including ethnic minorities, disabled people and women.

To support increases in participation by ethnic minorities Sport England has, in the last three years provided a total of £1,014,829 funding for Sporting Equals.

To support increases in participation by disabled people, Sport England provided £4,111,399 to the English Federation of Disability Sport between 2005 and 2008, and have invested approximately £8,000,000 in the Inclusive Fitness Initiative (IFI) which is a gym based project to ensure disabled people can take part in gym based exercise.

To support increases in participation by women and girls Sport England will provide £1.6 million funding for the Women's Sport and Fitness Foundation between 2005 and 2009.

In order to receive funding from 2009-11, national governing bodies of sport will be required to develop plans for increasing participation by ethnic communities, disabled communities and, women and girls' participation in sport.


 Commons Statements

 MPs hear statement on Communities in Control

Wed, 9 July 2008 | Statement Debate

Summary 

After Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Hazel Blears had given a statement on Communities in Control, she took questions from opposition spokespersons and backbench MPs.

Contents 

Communities in Control

12.31 pm
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Hazel Blears): With permission, Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a statement about "Communities in control-Real people, real power", a White Paper that sets out the Government's proposals to pass more influence, power and control to local communities and citizens.

As we reflect on the founding of the national health service this week and celebrate the achievements of this most civilised of British institutions, it is worth reminding ourselves that the NHS came about because of democratic politics. It is as much a testament to the powerful potential of politics as it is a testament to our common bonds of humanity. Like most noble achievements, the NHS was not a product of a cosy consensus; it was the product of a titanic political struggle.

Those of us elected to this House would do well to remind ourselves from time to time of the great struggles for democracy in this country. We should remember the ordinary soldiers who stood and debated with their generals at St Mary's church in Putney during the English civil war, the families who gathered at St. Peter's field in Manchester in 1819 to support parliamentary reform and were trampled and killed by the cavalry, the textile workers and miners who met on Kersal moor in my own constituency in 1838, the women who faced prison and even death to win the right to vote in the early part of the last century, and the men and women who fought and defeated fascism 60 years ago.

Whenever we risk taking our democracy for granted, we should recall the brave men and women on whose shoulders we stand, and give thanks for their fortitude and courage. When we look around the world, from Burma to Zimbabwe, we should recognise that the struggle for democracy is universal and that the drive for people to want to control their own lives is part of human nature.

This White Paper represents some significant steps forward towards giving local people a greater say over their lives and greater control over the forces and decisions that shape their neighbourhoods. I am convinced that in the coming decades, people will expect and demand much greater power within the political system. There is a tide of history flowing in the direction of greater democracy, and all of us who are part of the political system would do well to understand it, anticipate it and adapt our system to take account of the change that is coming. We are building on the devolution and decentralisation already enacted by this Labour Government-devolution to Scotland, Wales and London, more powers and resources for councils, and more ways for citizens to play an active role-but we need to move further and go faster.

The White Paper has two broad aims. The first is to rehabilitate local political activity as a worthwhile activity, conducted by decent people in pursuit of noble aims. We cannot function as a democracy without strong local democratic institutions and vibrant political parties in every area. Local authorities have a vital role. There are now many excellent examples of councils being at the heart of local democracy, and that should be the case everywhere.

Secondly, we must pass more power to local people so that they feel that if they get involved, it will be worth their time and effort. People are perfectly rational. They will get involved if they can see the change that they make, and if they do not, they will soon fall away. People are not apathetic: almost 70 per cent say that they want a bigger say in how the country is run. People want to be involved, but the structures and cultures of politics sometimes alienate them. They are disengaging themselves from the political process because they feel that they lack power. It is also crucial for young people to become involved, because our democracy rests on future generations being part of the process.

The White Paper will contain measures to enhance local democracy, but the Government are also committed to offering the public more opportunities to influence national decisions. Today the Minister of State, Ministry of Justice, my hon. Friend the Member for North Swindon (Mr. Wills), will publish a discussion paper providing a national framework for greater citizen engagement and suggesting mechanisms for involving the public in debates and decision making on national issues.

So what do we propose at local level? First, we want to place a new duty on councils to promote democracy. They will have to run campaigns to register voters, explain voting to local people, work with schools to explain local councillors' roles, and train staff to be able to say which group controls the council, how to register to vote and when the next elections are. Councils should be vibrant hubs of local democracy, not units of local administration. We will allow councils to provide incentives to encourage more people to vote, perhaps entering voters in a prize draw.

Alongside the White Paper, we are publishing our response to the report by Jane Roberts's Councillors Commission on the barriers and incentives to becoming and remaining a councillor. Many of Jane's ideas are incorporated in the White Paper.

There will be a range of measures to increase visibility and accountability in local services. We will raise the profile of overview and scrutiny systems, which should be analogous to the Select Committee system at national level. Local public officials will need to appear before regular public hearings, and there will be a new right to petition to

hold local officers to account at public meetings. There will be a consultation on making it easier to demand a referendum on whether to have a directly elected local mayor-[HON. MEMBERS: "We've had enough of them!"] We shall see. The consultation will be about making it easier to demand a referendum on whether to have a directly elected local mayor, for instance by accepting electronic petitions.

We are also announcing a review of redress when things go wrong in council services. The review will consider the way in which redress is being used across the public and private sectors, and will make recommendations on how it can be used better in local public services to improve satisfaction and service delivery.

We support the provision of more councils at community level, such as parish and neighbourhood councils, and will introduce a new right for local people to appeal to the Secretary of State if their council denies them the opportunity to establish a community council. We will introduce a national system to recognise the contribution of councillors who have served two full terms, by giving them the title "Alderman" or "Alderwoman". [HON. MEMBERS: "Oh!"] That is fine. Some Members of Parliament would be entitled to use that title-[Interruption.]

Mr. Speaker: Order. Hon. Members must allow the Minister to speak.

Hazel Blears: We will revise the so-called Widdicombe rules, which restrict council officers from political activity, and allow more council officers to engage in political activity if they choose to do so. We will also consult on extending the right to time off for public duties to a broader range of public service roles.

The Government support the vital democratic contribution of the voluntary sector. We will launch a £70 million communitybuilders scheme to support community organisations. We will also remove some of the barriers preventing faith-based organisations from supplying goods and services to local authorities. There will be a £7.5 million empowerment fund for national third sector organisations to establish innovative schemes, particularly for young people who would otherwise not have the opportunity to gain vital community leadership skills and become involved in planning and social enterprise. My Department's social enterprise unit will be launched in the autumn.

Petitions have been a well-understood part of our public life for centuries. They represent a recognised method of aggregating views into a single collective voice. They are so simple that even young people and children can take part. Many local authorities handle petitions very well. However, we want all of them to do so at the level of the best, so we will place a duty on councils to respond to all petitions, and if a petition has the support of more than 5 per cent. of the local population there will have to be a debate in full council.

Petitions will help local people to direct their council to clear away abandoned cars, build a new road crossing, introduce traffic calming measures or deal with an empty property. Councils will also act as community advocates, for example for petitions relating to NHS primary care trusts.

I am convinced that there is no conflict between representative and participatory forms of democracy. They are mutually reinforcing, and the best councillors are the ones who are in touch with the views of their community. We want to build on the success of participatory budgeting schemes, which allow local people to have a real say over how local investment is made, including in youth, community safety and health budgets.

We hear many negative things about young people today, and we are told that they have rejected mainstream politics. We need to do far more to harness their energy and their desire for social action and involvement. We will open up Government to young people and support a range of innovative programmes to help them become effective leaders of tomorrow.

We all understand that not everyone wants to become an active citizen, but none the less there are millions of people in Britain who want to do more for their communities but lack the platform on which to stand. We will transfer more assets-such as community centres, street markets, swimming pools, parks and land-to local community ownership. We want to see more local co-ops and mutually-owned groups running local services. A new asset transfer unit will be established to speed this up. We also want to see more social businesses, and we will encourage councils to ensure that social enterprises are able to compete fairly for contracts.

This White Paper takes us further on our democratic journey, but this is not the last word. We are changing here the terms of the debate. We will continue to strive for greater reform, devolution and accountability, because that is what people increasingly want and demand, and because it is the right thing to do. I commend this White Paper to the House.


Westminster Debates and Legislation
Nothing this week

House of Lords

 Nothing this week

Central Government and Agencies
Nothing this week 
Non-governmental and  other Organisations’ Press Releases
British Paralympic Association - two football teams to travel to Beijing Paralympics

Thu, 3 July 2008 | Campaign Organisation Press Release

Summary 

The British Paralympic Association has reported that two football teams will be traveling to Beijing to represent Britain at this summer’s Paralympic Games in Beijing. ParalympicsGB has confirmed the British athletes to compete in the five-a-side and seven-a-side football tournaments at the Games in September. 

ParalympicsGB Chief Executive Phil Lane, said: ‘ParalympicsGB is thrilled to be taking two football teams to the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games and therefore it gives me great pleasure to be able to name the squads who will travel to Beijing this summer. Britain has not fielded a seven-a-side football team at the Paralympics since Barcelona in 1992 and has never previously entered the five-a-side competition so it’s brilliant to be able to take both these squads to the Games to compete in what is one of one Britain’s best loved sports.’ 

CCPR claims 'sports clubs at risk from death by a thousand cuts'

Wed, 9 July 2008 | Campaign Organisation Press Release

Summary 

The Central Council of Physical Recreation (CCPR) has announced that, in her review of its year at this year's Annual General Meeting, Brigid Simmonds OBE will say that the sport and recreation sector is struggling to maintain the status quo in the face of increasing bureaucracy and over-regulation.

Ms Simmonds commented: 'From managed migration to music rights, sports organisations and clubs are getting caught up in a host of issues which shouldn't affect them. The idea that a fun runner coming over from America to take part in the London marathon needs a special visa or sponsorship from a NGB is daft. But then again, so is the notion that a sports club with a radio should pay an exorbitant fee simply for a licence to turn it on. Yet these are the kind of issues CCPR has had to deal with this year.'

