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For Immediate Release: Monday 14 July 2008

MUSIC AND PLAY FOR CHILDREN

IN WARWICKSHIRE
Children in Warwickshire will take part in developing an imaginative new play after receiving £10,000 from Awards for All. The project is one of three in Warwickshire and 77 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £531,410 in the latest round of awards, announced today.

The Tell Woman Collective will receive £10,000 to produce an original play which tells the story of a child who is transported to a magical land. In the run up to its launch local children and parents will take part in rehearsals and workshops to develop the piece before the nationwide tour in April. The drama group was formed a year ago to work with young people on arts and performance projects.

Nikki Smedley, Director, said: “The play is based on a character who lives in the middle of the land of stories and sits in the middle of the stage with a gigantic skirt featuring doors and tunnels from which all sorts of tales emerge. We want to produce a play that will really engage children’s imagination and encourage their own creativity. It will be a really worthwhile artistic experience for them and those that take part in the workshops will also build physical confidence and be helped to express their imagination in a way that can really enrich life. We’re making sure whole families are involved so that kids can share the experience with family members and draw upon it at home. ”

Another Warwickshire group benefiting today is Embaire Strikes Back, who receive £9,440 to run a programme of workshops and events in traditional Ugandan music for schools and the wider community. The group hopes to recruit new members and to forge links between the British and Ugandan cultures.

Helen Liebling-Kalifani, spokesperson, said: “We play traditional Ugandan music from the Busoga region and are named after the ‘embaire’, a 21-key xylophone that is played over a pit or box. We also use drums ngomas (drums), endongos (thumb pianos), endingidis (tube fiddles) and nsasi (percussion).
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“We currently have eight members and want to develop the group and go on working with children and community groups in the Leamington Spa area. Many of the schoolchildren we teach become pen-pals of orphaned children in Uganda, so it’s also a great chance to build lasting bonds.”

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “A group like the Tell Woman Collective is committed to helping children reach their full potential and to making their voices heard. It sounds like an ambitious piece that whole families will enjoy and learn from. With the West Midlands sharing in over half a million pounds of Lottery funding this month, the region has really benefited.”

For a full list of award recipients visit:

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on the project, please contact Fiona McCartney on 07834 524 481 on fmccartney@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:

Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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