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For Immediate Release: Monday 14 July 2008

WOLVES BOYS TO CELEBRATE 

ANNIVERSARY WITH A BANG
Wolverhampton’s Boys Brigade will celebrate 125 years with firework fun this October thanks to an Awards for All grant of £2,400. The project is one of three in Wolverhampton and 77 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £531,410 in the latest round of awards, announced today.

The Boys' Brigade - Wolverhampton Battalion will mark the organisation’s 125th anniversary with a gala evening of fireworks on October 4th. The display will be staged by world fireworks champions Jubilee Fireworks and will follow a thanksgiving service and the unveiling of a special exhibition. Many old boys are expected to attend and the group also hopes to recruit more new members on the evening itself.

Phil Watts, Battalion Secretary for Wolverhampton Battalion, said: “Our battalion is made up of 14 different companies in and around the Wolverhampton area, which equates to 500 boys in total. The Boys Brigade provides activities for lads aged five to 18 such as crafts, games and music for the youngest and award schemes, camps and marching bands for the older ones. In fact one of our company marching bands won a national competition just a few weeks ago.

“After 125 years the Brigade still performs such an important role in boys’ development. We live in an era of technological advancement with computers and games consoles, which means it’s possible for kids to get isolated in their own homes. Our group is an opportunity for those lads to mix with their peers, make friends and learn new skills.”

Another Wolverhampton project delighted to receive a Lottery grant is Broadmeadow Nursery Special School, awarded £9,906 to run a holiday play scheme for children with complex learning difficulties. The school is attended by 43 children aged between three and six from across the city, and also employs and supports teachers in mainstream institutions.
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Lisa Walker, spokesperson, said: “This play scheme is so important for the children and their families because we want to make sure they have continuity and stay engaged. It’s important for our pupils to be able to be in a routine and the long summer holidays can be difficult for families of children with learning disabilities. This funding means we can open the school for three days a week from 10am until 2pm for a month, to enable far more children to be included.”

Sugar 'N' Spice, is also celebrating this month after receiving £9,550 to deliver a weekly activity programme for young people aged nine and over to help cut out anti-social behaviour in the area.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “To think the Boys Brigade has been providing activities and support to boys for 125 years is extraordinary and the gala celebration should be a tremendous evening for all involved. With 77 total projects sharing in £531,410 this month the West Midlands has really benefited in this round of Lottery awards.”

For a full list of award recipients visit:

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on the project, please contact Fiona McCartney on 07834 524 481 on fmccartney@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:

Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.

Ends//

14.07.08

AFA 08-07-19


