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For Immediate Release: Monday 14 July 2008

LOTTERY SETS THE STAGE FOR 

WORCESTERSHIRE COMMUNITY GROUPS
A theatre group will perform Chaucer’s cheeky Canterbury Tales outdoors with the help of a £5,550 grant from Awards for All. The project is one of five in Worcestershire and 77 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £531,410 in the latest round of awards.

The Evesham Festival Players will use the award to help stage an open-air theatre project featuring performances of selected Chaucer stories including: The Knight’s Tale, The Pardoner’s Tale and The Miller’s Tale. The performances will be suitable for all the family and take place at Evesham Country Park on 18 and 19 July, starting at 7.30pm. Over 500 people are expected to attend the productions and organisers hope it will be the first of an ongoing annual series.

Eric Holt, co-Founder and Director, said: “A year ago Evesham was devastated by floods, so we wanted to do something that would make the town feel good about itself as well as attract tourists and visitors. When local councillor Martin Hammond suggested an open-air theatre I jumped at the chance and we began to put the festival together. This project has brought together members of the community. We have a cast of 24 as well as 10 others who will help with front-of-house, lighting, box office and backstage duties, and they range from 13 to 70 years of age.”

Worcestershire Federation of Women’s Institutes will celebrate its birthday in style after receiving £1,997 to create an exhibition of the history of the WI in the area. The exhibition will be held at the Avoncroft Museum and will run for four weeks from 3 September.

Elizabeth Davies, spokesperson, said: “The WI exists to help support and educate women and the Worcestershire Federation is made up of roughly 4,000 members in all. It has its roots in pre-war rural communities when it focused on cookery, needle work and shoe making. It then evolved in the war years with an emphasis on preserving and canning while also being an early way of promoting women’s rights. This exhibition will chart the organisation’s long history and act as a means of reaching out to new members – everyone is welcome.”
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Other projects receiving grants are Dodderhill Parish Council, who receive £10,000 to upgrade the kitchen area of its village hall, St James Harvington Handbell Ringers, who will spend £4,304 on forming a junior hand bell ringing team, and Great Comberton Village Hall, set to receive £10,000 to insulate its roof with an eye to reducing its carbon footprint.
Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “It’s fantastic that a community like Evesham – so affected by flooding a year ago – will get the chance to enjoy a unique outdoor drama festival. The whole community will be treated to a great production. This month 77 projects overall benefited from well over half a million pounds of Lottery funding.”

For a full list of award recipients visit:

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on the project, please contact Fiona McCartney on 07834 524 481 on fmccartney@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:

Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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