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London 2012 today unveiled its plans for celebrating the moment the Olympic Flag is handed over from Beijing to London at the closing ceremony of the Olympic Games on August 24.  London 2012 Chairman Sebastian Coe and young Olympic hopeful Tom Daley were joined by Mayor of London Boris Johnson and Olympics Minister Tessa Jowell to unveil a London and UK-wide series of events aimed at celebrating the Games coming to London in 2012.

Highlights of the celebrations include:

· A free concert – ‘The Visa London 2012 Party’ in London for more than 40,000 people which will be broadcast live on BBC One and Radio 2;

· Big screens across the country which will carry Games time action and the closing ceremony of the Beijing Games;

· Towns and cities all over the UK marking the handover moment with their own celebrations;

· A special London 2012 flag being offered to every local authority in the UK to join in with the celebrations.

As the Olympic flag is handed over in Beijing, London 2012 will stage an eight-minute performance in the Beijing Olympic stadium.  The eight-minute segment, which will be watched by around 1.5 billion people worldwide, is London’s opportunity to ‘invite the world’ to London in 2012.  Created and staged by LOCOG’s Ceremonies team, the show will reflect London through dance and music.  Today it was confirmed that dancers from the Royal Opera House, CanDoCo and Zoo Nation would be taking part in the show in Beijing.

The creative team for the Beijing Show is headed up by London 2012 Director of Culture, Ceremonies and Education, Bill Morris, Head of Ceremonies Martin Green and Creative Director Stephen Powell.  Musical Director for the show is Philip Sheppard and Ray Winkler is the Production Designer.  Costumes are being designed by Jonathan Bentley.

Meanwhile in London, thousands will gather on The Mall to watch the closing ceremony via giant screens and a free celebration concert, sponsored by Visa.  The live stage show will be produced by the BBC and a number of high profile acts will be announced in the coming months.  Tickets for the Visa London 2012 Party will be available at 11am today via a free ballot, which opens today via www.london2012.com/tickets.  

Around the whole of the UK, cities, towns and communities are planning their own celebrations with a series of events and initiatives happening across all nations and regions.  This includes a network of big screens around the UK which will carry live footage and highlights from the Games in Beijing, as well as live coverage of the closing ceremony and Mall concert.  There will be eight new permanent screens and there will also be temporary screens ensuring that the closing ceremony from Beijing will be covered in each nation and region.  

Each local authority is also being invited to mark the day with the chance to fly a specially designed flag celebrating the Games coming to the UK.  Local authorities will be encouraged to invite local sportspeople or community heroes to raise the flag.    

London 2012 Chairman Sebastian Coe commented, “August 24th is the beginning of our four year journey to host a great Games in a great city – a Games the whole country can be proud of. In the next four years, there will be a whole host of ways for everyone in the country to be part of 2012, and to make the most of the opportunities London 2012 will provide. We want to mark this moment in time – and are creating ways for the UK to come together on this memorable day and celebrate this moment. The eyes of the world will turn towards London on 24 August as the Beijing games closes and focus turns to the next summer host city. We will be ready to welcome the world.”

Mayor of London Boris Johnson commented, “There is less than three months now until I step out into a huge stadium in Beijing and accept of the Olympic flag. It will be a proud moment for me. It will also be a great day to party in London. The good news here is that there is generous private sector sponsorship for a wonderful party in central London on the same weekend as the Notting Hill Carnival. So apart from Beijing, it is hard to think of a better place to be."

Olympics Minister, Rt Hon Tessa Jowell MP commented, “The handover of the Olympic flag in August will be a truly historic moment, not just for London, but for the whole of the UK. The eyes of the world will turn to our capital and country as we become the official host of the 2012 Games – an honour we last enjoyed 60 years ago – and which, for most of us, will be a once-in-a-lifetime event. 

We have a brilliant weekend of celebration planned and I'm really hopeful that everyone will take part in the excitement, be it here in London or through “live sites” and other planned events in cities and towns around the UK. We want people to be inspired and enthused by this unique occasion, and to share in the magic of the Games.”

Visa Europe’s CEO, Peter Ayliffe commented, “We’ve been sponsoring the Olympic Games since 1986 and are so proud to be sponsoring this party that kicks off London 2012. It provides a chance for everyone in the UK to get involved in the day, by either coming to the event or watching it on television. For us, London 2012 doesn’t start in 2012, it starts on 24th August.”

For the first time ever, the Paralympic Games Closing Ceremony will also feature many of the same cast when it takes place on Wednesday 17 September, reflecting London 2012’s integrated approach to both the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.  This day will coincide with the launch of the London 2012 Education Programme.  As of today, London 2012 is inviting schools and colleges across the country to lead the Paralympic handover celebrations here in the UK. A new online resource has gone live today full of ideas and information to help children and young people get started with planning in-school or college activity. 
Full details of how people can enter the ballot for tickets to the Mall concert will be available on www.london2012.com/tickets
– Ends –

For further information please contact the London 2012 Press Office on +44 (0)203 2012 100 or visit the website at www.london2012.com. Find out the latest from London 2012 HQ on our blog http://blog.london2012.com 

Notes to Editors:

London 2012 has assembled a world class team of creatives to design our handover shows in Beijing.  They are:

Stephen Powell – Creative Director

Stephen is Creative Director and CEO of Lanternhouse International a major live art company based in Cumbria.  Previously he has worked as a theatre and live event director and a TV producer. BBC credits include the groundbreaking, Manchester Passion and Flashmob the Opera as well as writing comedy for BBC TV and radio.  He has written and directed for the Royal National Theatre and Royal Shakespeare Company and has produced and directed live events all over the world. 

Philip Sheppard – Musical Director

Philip Sheppard is a composer, virtuoso cellist and a pioneer of the electric cello. He is a professor at The Royal Academy of Music and has composed extensively for film, television and theatre and is a prolific recording artist. 

Philip has recently composed the Soundtrack to ‘In the Shadow of the Moon’ which won the audience award at the Sundance Film Festival. He has composed for Theatre de Complicite the score for Sacred Monsters featuring Sylvie Guillem and Akram Khan.

He has recently written and recorded arrangements for Scott Walker (The Drift), David Bowie (Heathen) and UNKLE (War stories, Film stories).

Durham Marenghi – Lighting Designer

Durham Marenghi has designed the lighting for a wide variety of Theatre, Opera, Dance, Trade, Concert and Television Productions and is the only British lighting designer to have lit the Opening and Closing Ceremonies of an Olympic Games.

Theatre designs include Saturday Night Fever; Romeo and Juliet and Peter Pan.

 

Television broadcasts include the critically acclaimed Queen’s Golden Jubilee Light And Fireworks Extravaganza at Buckingham Palace on the 3rd of June 2002; the New Year’s Eve 2004 and 2005 Light and Fireworks show from the London Eye; the event lighting of The Wall for Roger Waters in Berlin 1990, arguably the biggest rock show of the last decade.

Ray Winkler – Production Designer

Ray Winkler has been an architect at Stufish since 1997. He has designed numerous live TV shows, including MTV Icons, MTV Movie Awards, the EMAs in Edinburgh, Rome, Lisbon and Copenhagen, the BRITS in London and the NFL Superbowl in Detroit. He has also worked on tours for U2 and the Rolling Stones, and designed shows for Johnny Hallyday at the Eiffel Tower and the Olympia Theatre in Paris, and multimedia spectacles for Jean Michel Jarre at the Great Pyramids in Giza and the Acropolis in Greece. His recent work includes Robbie Williams’ Close Encounters arena and stadium tour, the worldwide design of the nine ‘Live Earth’ stages, and the Take That arena tour. 

Jonathan Bentley – Costume Designer

Jonathan has 10 years experience as a freelance designer in film, theatre and events.  Jonathan’s costume design credits range from touring theatre productions, including  period adaptations of Cyrano de Bergerac and Pygmalion and a modern dress Don Quixote, west end musical the “beautiful and the damned” to feature films “Europa” – horizon entertainment, “Frostbite” – solid entertainment and comedy sci fi: “Evil Aliens” from cult director Jake West.

Jonathan also developed and designed children’s educational programme 

“Alien Planet” for the BBC.  His recent directing credits include videos for Blue, Westlife, Busted, Mcfly, G4, Shayne Ward and Boyzone.

One of the world’s greatest theatres, the Royal Opera House is the home of The Royal Ballet and The Royal Opera. It has a commitment to presenting ballet and opera as vibrant living art forms to a wide range of audiences. Over the next three years, Arts Council England will provide £86m of funding to support the Royal Opera House's commitment to new work, new artists and new audiences. 

CandoCo is the world's leading professional dance company integrating dancers with and without disabilities. Arts Council of England supports CandoCo's core costs with funds of over £1m over the next three years. 

ZooNation aims to create narrative in Hip Hop Dance Theatre. It was set up by Kate Prince in 2000 with a debut performance at Sadlers Wells in 2002. 'Into the Hoods', an energetic hip hop musical is currently running at the Novello Theatre in London after two successful years at the Edinburgh Fringe.
