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Looking For Further Advice About The Cultural Olympiad?

If you have developed an idea or project for inclusion in the Cultural Olympiad and would like to discuss this further with Paul Kaynes, the West Midlands’ Creative Programmer, then you can book a slot to meet with him on one of the following dates;

· 26th June- St. Chad’s Place, Stafford

· 2nd July- The Regional Partnership Centre, Birmingham

· 15th July- Council House, Coventry

Paul will be available for half-hour slots to discuss your ideas and offer guidance. 

To book a slot please e-mail Rachel Howatson-Storey


WM Paralympic Venues Announced For Inclusion in L2012 Pre Games Training Camp Guide

14 sporting facilities from across the West Midlands region will feature in London 2012’s Pre-Games Training Camp Guide for Paralympic sports. The London 2012 Organising Committee (LOCOG) announced the list of successful facilities this week and will publish its Guide of both Olympic and Paralympic facilities which are capable of hosting teams wanting to prepare for the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games in the summer.

For the full list of West Midlands venues see www.culturewm.org.uk 



Securing Our Future: A Discussion paper

MLA has produced a discussion paper which aims to capture some of the thinking that took place during the organisation’s ‘Securing Our Future’ roadshow. The paper explores issues affecting the ability of cultural organisations to become and remain viable businesses. The discussion paper is available on the MLA Website:

Securing Our Future Link


Npower Regional Athletics Competition for Disabled Athletes
The 2008 Npower Regional Athletics Competition for Disabled Athletes tool place on Sunday 25 May at Birmingham’s Alexander Stadium. 300 athletes from 24 clubs and schools took part.

Further information from www.sportengland.org 


MLA West Midlands Celebrates Strategic Commissioning Programme. 8 July 2008, Birmingham Hippodrome

Strategic Commissioning has been running since 2004 and is a funding stream supported by DCMS & DCSF which aims to develop educational programmes for 0-19 year olds through museums, archives and galleries. It also aims to increase capacity and demand for delivering creative learning to children and young people, as well as broker relationships between museums/archives and children, young people, schools, families and children’s services. A free day-long celebration event for the programme is taking place on Tuesday 8th July 2008 at the Hippodrome Theatre in Birmingham. 

To book a place contact Deanna jackson


History In Views: An English Heritage Consultation Paper

English heritage has published a consultation paper which examines the historical significance of scenic views and the likely impact of specific development proposals on particular views. The deadline for the responses to the paper is on the 4th July 2008. It can be downloaded at the link below 

Further Information: Consultation Paper Link


Five Year Plan Aims To Make Every Library A Great Library

After extensive consultation and engagement with stakeholders, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council has published a 5-year action plan which sets out an agenda for change for public libraries in England. It aspires to make every public library a ‘great’ one and can be found on MLA’s website:

MLA Website


Last Chance For World Record In The Midlands

The West Midlands is aiming to smash the World Record for the biggest photo mosaic…and it’s only got a month in which to do it! The Big Picture project, delivered by Audiences Central, aims to encourage people throughout the region to take photographs which are then uploaded to form the biggest photo mosaic in the world. Deadline for entries is the end of June and you can submit photos either by freepost, uploading direct to the Big Picture website or by texting a photo with the text BIGPIC to 60300.

Further information from www.inthebigpicture.co.uk


Inclusive Fitness Initiatives

The Inclusive Fitness Initiative (IFI) is a programme that supports the fitness industry to become more inclusive and cater for the needs of disabled and non-disabled people. The 24th-25th May saw the first ever IFI week, bringing together facilities from across the country to promote the availability of their offer to all groups and to provide support to initiatives ensuring that disabled people could gain access to physical activity. IFI is currently running seminars across the country. 

Further information from:  www.inclusivefitness.org


MLA West Midlands Announces Adult Learners’ Week Awards Winners.
Shelley Whitney from Stoke-on-Trent is the winner of the MLA West Midlands Special Individual Adult Learners’ Week Award (nominated by the Wedgwood Museum Trust). 

The Bilston Art 4 Health Group, based at Bilston Craft Gallery wins the MLA West Midlands Special Group Adult Learners’ Week Award (nominated by Wolverhampton Adult Education Service). 

For more information about our winners and Adult Learners Week please visit: the website.

Further information:  MLA Learner's Week 2008


Culture24 and MLA: Preparing For 2012

MLA and Culture24 are aiming to capture all the activity across the country between now and the summer of 2012. They are pleased to announce that the database is now open for museums, libraries and archives to log details of their events and activities. The database will provide a central place to gather data about activities leading up to and including the summer of 2012.

Further information: Culture24


Channel 4’s New Supplier Database

Channel 4 is creating a supplier database for digital media, serious games, social computing, mobile and web services across the West Midlands for the 4IP fund. The fund is expressly not a TV fund, but instead emphasises original media, aiming to deliver services and content with public value to digital media platforms.  Channel 4 envisages 4IP to be fully operational by Autumn 2008. All those wanting to contribute their work to the database are asked to provide write an email with company names, contact details, email, telephone numbers and website information, together with a short description about the company they work for. 

Please send responses to: C4commissioning@channel4.co.uk 



Arts and Business Establishes Young Professionals on Arts Boards Scheme 

Arts & Business has established the Young Professionals on Arts Boards scheme, which puts young business professionals onto the boards of arts organisations. The initiative is an extension of A&B’s successful Board Bank scheme and provides young professionals the opportunity to gain valuable experience at an early stage in their careers. 

For more details visit: Arts and Business Website


Faces and Places: Community History Sharing Day
Birmingham City Council and MLA are offering an opportunity to hear about Community History Projects. The event will help those interested in community-history to network and explore ways of making such projects more effective.The audience will be composed of a wide range of local history and community groups together with colleagues from regional libraries, archives and record offices. Workshop sessions on funding, the use of recording equipment and camcorders in particular will be run, and there will also be a competition offering the chance to win a digital audio recorder worth £260.

To book a place phone 0121 464 1619 or send an email to the following address: Digital.Lab@birmingham.gov.uk 



The Own Art Scheme: Making it Easy To Buy Contemporary Art
The Arts Council’s Own Art Scheme is aimed at making it easy and affordable for everyone to buy works of art and craft. They have announced three ways in which you can get involved. Firstly, by subscribing to their email bulletin, complete with special offers and competitions. Secondly, you get involved through using the scheme to take out an interest-fee loan for the purchasing of art. And thirdly, art galleries including those online can apply to participate in the scheme.

For further details see the Arts Council’s website: Own Art


Telford Conference Centre Wins Green Tourism Business Accolade
The Green Wood Centre in Telford has won a Gold Award with the Green Tourism Business Scheme. For further details about the facilities, see their website.

Further information: Green Wood Centre


The New Generation Arts Festival
The UK’s largest graduate festival, which showcases graduate talent is taking place between the 5th and the 20th of June this year. It will launch on the 5th June at the Town Hall, with a digital musical production featuring world-renowned Julian Lloyd Webber in association with some of Birmingham’s hottest talent in digital music. For 2008 the festival also seeks to explore ‘views of Birmingham’ through the eyes of its community. As part of this, a mobile phone competition will be taking place in which members of the public are encouraged to submit competitive photographic entries. To get involved, send your pictures to 07786200150 or upload it online at the New Generation Arts website:

www.newgenerationarts.co.uk


Techniques For Front Of House Staff In Arts Venues

A workshop on the 6th June for front of house staff who often have to entertain, educate and help families visiting arts venues, has been set up by Audiences Central to introduce frontline staff to a range of techniques which can help them in their job and ensure the best possible customer experience. The workshop includes looking at practical examples, strategies to implement good behaviour and ideas for introductions, conversations starters and games. 

For further information email johnathan.branson@audiencescentral.co.uk
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