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Sport England’s statement of support 

· Mike Catt, England Rugby Union Captain

"Obviously this has been a difficult decision for the Government. Hosting the Olympics will bring huge benefits to the country.  However, I am disappointed that Sport England and community sport has had to pay the price for the additional costs. This will have a real impact on the drive get more and more people doing sport".

· John Steele, CEO of UK Sport
 

“It is good that after a period of uncertainty the budget for the Olympics in 2012 has been agreed.  Finding additional funding was never going to be easy and many of the organizations within the National Lottery will be disappointed to have to contribute more to the overall cost of the Games.  Given our crucial role in delivering sporting success in five years time, UK Sport has not been asked to contribute more generally, and this is extremely welcome as our funding is already tied up in supporting our athletes through to 2012.  It is of concern however that community sport will be significantly affected, with Sport England and the other Home Country Sports Councils being asked to contribute.   They are all a vital part of the jigsaw in terms of driving up participation and getting more people active through sport across the country, and we would not want to see their programmes impacted or reduced at this time.  Having done so much to create an effective streamlined system for sport, removing resources from any part of it will inevitably affect the whole.”
 

· Richard Yule, Chief Executive of the English Table Tennis Association said;

 

“An increase in sports participation is the most important legacy that the London Games can bring and was at the heart of the vision expressed so powerfully by Seb Coe in Singapore. This cut in funding to community sport will impact on the ability of National Governing bodies to capitalise on the once in a lifetime motivational impact of a home Olympics to deliver an increase in participation through their clubs and volunteers.”
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