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For immediate release: Tuesday 27th February 2007

lottery award gives facelift to

historic staffordshire railway 
Staffordshire’s 150-year old “railway in the valley” is to get an upgrade, thanks to a grant from the Lottery’s Awards for All programme, announced today. The project is one of 15 in Staffordshire to benefit in the latest round of awards. A total of £451,417 is being distributed to 69 groups across the West Midlands.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass roots community groups and voluntary organisations.

North Staffordshire Railway Company (1978) has been awarded £10,000 to restore the historic platform and shelter at Cheddleton station, part of the Churnet Valley Railway. The 1840s line was closed in the Beeching era but is now open again for steam trains and heritage diesels. The charity will also install information panels and a heritage trail linked to the area’s industrial maritime and transport history. 

Richard Sant, Secretary, North Staffordshire Railway Company (1978) said: “This is an unusual railway line, built in a narrow, steep valley and of great engineering interest. We are very pleased to get the award, which will allow us to explain this part of our heritage to the public and also help our volunteers with the restoration work.”

Friends of the Ancient High House receives a grant of £5,099 to raise awareness of architecturally important 19th and 20th century buildings in Stafford town centre that are in danger of being lost. The group will run workshops and also publish a guide to the buildings.

Jane Wells, Chairman, Friends of the Ancient High House, said: “We are very excited about the project and really grateful to Awards for All. Stafford’s ancient buildings are well known and preserved, but many later beautiful buildings are being overlooked. Some have been lost already and it’s very important that we identify those remaining, with a view to getting them listed.”
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Other groups to benefit in this round of awards include SHINE, which receives £9,050 for its work with adults with learning disabilities across the county, and Hanley 1 Residents Association, Stoke on Trent, where £9,730 will pay for dances and sports events to mark the centenary of the local park.

Little Stoke Cricket Club, Stone, receives £10,000 for an irrigation system for its pitch and bowling green, while St John’s Catholic Primary School, Stafford, receives £3,140 to run craft workshops for children, parents and local people.

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of the West Midlands region, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “Awards for All helps local groups fund small-scale projects that will benefit their communities and we’re pleased that we can help so many groups in Staffordshire. In the latest round of grants nearly half a million pounds is going to a wide range of projects that will make a difference to the lives of thousands of people across the whole of the West Midlands region.”
For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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