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UK School Games

It was today announced that the West of England, Wales, Tyne and Wear and Sheffield are to host the UK School Games in the run up to the 2012 Olympics.

The UK School Games is a multi-sport even for the country's most talented school age athletes which was launched last year, and will be held annually until 2012.  The competition is designed to replicate the 'feel' of events such as the Olympics, with opening and closing ceremonies and athlete's villages.

The announcement was made as the Chancellor Gordon Brown, Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell, and Sport Minister Richard Caborn watched an exhibition of school sports at Grey Coat Hospital School in London.

Commenting on the announcement, Ms Jowell said: 'The UK School Games give our most talented school-age athletes the chance to compete as if they were taking part in an international competition. The crowds and cameras will help them learn that all-important big match temperament.

'And through the new youth volunteering scheme, we're working to produce the next generation of sports officials - they too could find themselves at the heart of the action in major sporting events of the future.

The School Games are ran on behalf of the Department for Culture, Media, and Sport by the Youth Sport Trust and funded by a £6 million Government investment as outlined in the 2006 budget, and £3.5 million from the Big Lottery Fund from 2007 through to 2011.

