Cultural Olympiad Update
The 4 year Cultural Olympiad starts this Autumn in the build up to London 2012. Cultural organisations in the West Midlands now have a number of opportunities to contribute:

· Applications are now open to be part of the Cultural Olympiad in every UK region and nation. To become part of the Cultural Olympiad and use the ‘Inspire’ mark, there is a simple application process. The full details of the criteria and process can be found at this address: www.london2012.com/beinspired. Any cultural organisation should initially contact the West Midlands Creative Programmer, Paul Kaynes who can offer feedback on ideas, and explain the application process. His e-mail address is p.kaynes@culturewm.org.uk.
· The Cultural Olympiad will be launched across the UK on the weekend of 26-28 September. Paul is interested in hearing from organisations who have events already planned which support the UK-wide core themes of the weekend – ‘light up’, whereby a lighting colour is used to light buildings, landmarks or simply to shine out from a window, and ‘Open up’ which allows unusual access to events or spaces across the cultural field, for free. Please e-mail him if you think you have an event or project which supports either of these themes during this weekend.
· Cultural organisations who want to find out more about the Cultural Olympiad plans, both nationally and regionally, and contribute ideas have the chance to do so at one of 4 day-long workshops being held across the region in May. You can attend any one of the 4 workshops you like – you don’t have to attend the one nearest to you, though if you do you’re more likely to meet up with other people in your area who may want to collaborate on projects for the Cultural Olympiad. The venues and dates are:
· Assembly Rooms, Ludlow 13 May

· Gatehouse Theatre, Stafford 14 May

· Cox’s Yard, Stratford-on-Avon 19 May

· Gas Hall, Museum and Art Gallery, Birmingham 22 May. 

The approximate running time for each of these days will be 10am – 4pm with some variations. If you’d like to register for any one of these please e-mail Sam Stephens at Culture West Midlands at s.stephens@culturewm.org.uk.
If there are any other questions about the Cultural Olympiad, contact Paul Kaynes.
