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Statements

Sutcliffe makes statement on Playing Field Statistics

Tue, 11 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Ministerial Statements

Summary 

The following written ministerial statement was made today by Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, Gerry Sutcliffe.

Contents 

Playing Field Statistics

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (Mr. Gerry Sutcliffe): I have today deposited in the House Libraries a press release detailing the latest position in relation to school and community playing fields. The position remains a very positive one with 97 per cent. of concluded planning applications for 2005-06 representing a net benefit or no change to sporting provision. These figures confirm that the Government are meeting their commitment to protect playing fields. I also want to draw attention to a revision of one aspect of the data from previous years due to the discovery of a technical error which I set out in the press notice (also available online at: http://www.culture.gov.uk).

Government's policy is clear-no sports playing field needed by the community should be lost. And the figures collated by Sport England and released today, show that our tough protections are working. They reveal that there were no complete losses of playing fields in 2005-06 without replacement provision or net benefit to sporting provision where Sport England have objected to a planning application and where planning permission has been granted against their advice.

The figures do not include information on new playing fields created outside of Sport England's statutory role, for example through new housing development in growth areas (which is often built on brown field or previously arable land), but where we know from anecdotal evidence that there are positive gains.

Non-governmental and International Organisation Press Releases

Central Council of Physical Recreation disappointed at Chancellor's failure to change status of Community Amateur Sports Clubs

Wed, 12 March 2008 | Campaign Organisation Press Release

Summary 

CCPR are disappointed today by the Chancellor's failure today to build any concessions for the sector into his Budget. The CCPR had been campaigning for a small but significant change to the status of Community Amateur Sports Clubs. The change would have allowed these clubs to claim back Gift Aid on junior subscriptions.

The concession, would have cost the Treasury as little as £1m in its first year. Commenting, CCPR Chair Brigid Simmonds OBE, said:
"This is a desperate blow for community sports clubs. At a time when they are facing swingeing cuts because of the Olympics, a small
concession by Alastair Darling could have made a big difference. "

Central Government and Agencies

DCMS - Playing field safeguards secure a better deal for sport

Tue, 11 March 2008 | Departmental Press Release

Summary 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has announced that 97 percent of the 1,216 concluded planning applications that related to playing fields in 2005-06 resulted in protected or improved sports provision. The figures were provided by Sport England, which objects to all applications to develop on playing fields unless developers offer a better deal for sport. 

Minister for Sport Gerry Sutcliffe commented 'We have put strong measures in place to protect sport playing fields and sports provision for communities up and down the country. These measures are working and it destroys the myth that playing fields are being lost. As we look to increase sports participation I'd like to see more school sports pitches and facilities opened up to wider community use and local authorities putting sport higher up their agenda. Evidence shows that when you give people the sports facilities they want which they can use all year round participation goes up.'

House of Commons Questions

Foster - Overseas Spectators

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Minister for the Olympics what steps she is taking to promote the 2012 Olympic Games to overseas spectators. [192307]

Tessa Jowell: The handover ceremonies at the end of the Beijing Olympic Games and Paralympic Games this summer provide a starting point for promoting the 2012 Games. They will focus the world's attention on Britain. Visit Britain, UKTI, FCO, and the British Council are working together to promote this opportunity for Britain, alongside Visit London and other London agencies. Visit Britain will engage with the estimated 40,000 global media representatives present in Beijing to promote this country. An estimated 321,000 additional visitors will come to London for the Games. A framework for marketing the UK was published in October by DCMS in "Winning-the tourism strategy for 2012".

Keeble - Volunteering programmes

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

6. Ms Keeble: To ask the Minister for the Olympics what steps she plans to take to enable students to take part in volunteering programmes for delivery of the 2012 Olympic Games. [192308]

Tessa Jowell: We expect volunteering to be boosted by the profile it will get through the Games, as in Sydney where 50,000 volunteers were a key element of the success. The London Organising Committee estimate that 70,000 volunteers will be involved in the 2012 Games, and their volunteering launch will be in Autumn 2010. It is too early to say what the role of students might be, but 42,000 students volunteer already every year, including in sport.

Oaten - Sports Standards 
Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Oaten: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform what response he has made to the findings and recommendations of the Audit Commission Report of June 2006, Public sports and recreation services: making them fit for the future. [192416]

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 7 March 2008]:I have been asked to reply.

The Government have welcomed this important report, which highlights the need for better, more strategic decision making by local authorities on the procurement and management of leisure facilities. We want to help local authorities to revitalise their leisure facilities and to ensure that the right sports facilities are in the right places. Sport England has already developed a range of strategic planning tools to assist them. These include, among others: the Active Places database, which provides a comprehensive picture of sports facilities across the country; the National Benchmarking Service; a Facilities Planning Model; and a Sports Facilities Demand Estimator. In addition, Sport England's Facilities Improvement Service is working closely with local authorities to improve the quality of their sports facilities and service delivery.

Price - National Lottery

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Adam Price: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what the levels of unspent surpluses held by the national lottery distributors are. [192294]

Mr. Sutcliffe: At the end of January 2008 the National Lottery Distribution Fund balance stood at £1,695 million. That was 55 per cent. lower than July 1999 when the balance peaked. £100 million was held by the Olympic Lottery Distribution Fund.

Keeble - School sport

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

15. Ms Keeble: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what recent steps he has taken to increase children's participation in sport; and if he will make a statement. [192298]

Mr. Sutcliffe: DCMS and DCSF continue to work together to develop the plans to offer children and young people, aged five to 16 years, five hours of sport a week and three hours for young people aged 16 to 19 years from April 2008.

We are currently working with governing bodies and school sport associations to improve their competition frameworks and we are also establishing a national network of Competition Managers to implement our plans at a local level.

Additionally we are introducing a new National School Sport Week, championed by Dame Kelly Holmes, to encourage all schools to run sports days and tournaments. This will build on the success of the UK School Games and its impact on motivating young people to take part in competitive sport.

Robertson, H - Swimming pools

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Hugh Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how many swimming pools listed on the Active Places website are co-located with one or more other pools on the list. [192805]

Mr. Sutcliffe: In November 2007, there were 4,614 swimming pools on 3,461 sites listed on the Active Places database. 921 of the sites have more than one swimming pool.

Robertson, H - Swimming pools

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Hugh Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what (a) internationally recognised definition and (b) definition used by Sport England is of (i) swimming pool and (i) diving pool. [192804]

Mr. Sutcliffe: For the purposes of collecting information for the Active Places database, Sport England's definitions are as follows:

A swimming pool is an enclosed area of water, indoor or outdoor, specifically maintained for all forms of water based sport and recreation, for example, general swimming, teaching, training, diving, club and school use.

Sport England defines a diving pool as being a separate pool specifically for diving which is usually square and deeper than the main pool.

We understand from the Amateur Swimming Association, the national governing body for swimming and diving, that there are no internationally recognised definitions for the terms swimming pool or diving pool.

Efford - Sportsgrounds (regulation) 
Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Clive Efford: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (1) if he will take steps to ensure that the owners of sports grounds that have not been used for regular sporting activities for a period of more than two years are required to bring them back into use; and if he will make a statement; [192704]

(2) if he will impose a charge on the owners of sports grounds that are not used for regular sporting activity for a period of more than two years; and if he will make a statement. [192705]

Mr. Sutcliffe: There is no power to either require owners of sports grounds to bring back into use grounds not used for regular sporting activities for a period of more than two years or to charge such owners if they are not so used. However, Sport England must be consulted if land has been used as a playing field in the five years before the making of a planning application. Planning guidance to local authorities is clear: no playing field needed by the community should be removed. In addition, Sport England object to all applications that would result in a loss of playing fields, unless there is a clear benefit to sport.

Smith, G - Sports (children)

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Geraldine Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what steps he is taking to encourage school children to become more fit and active. [192591]

Mr. Sutcliffe: DCMS and DCSF continue to work together to develop the plans to offer children and young people, aged five to 16 years, five hours of sport a week and three hours for young people aged 16 to 19 years from April 2008.

We are currently working with governing bodies and school sport associations to improve their competition frameworks and we are also establishing a national network of Competition Managers to implement our plans at a local level.

Additionally we are introducing a new National School Sport Week, championed by Dame Kelly Holmes, to encourage all schools to run sports days and tournaments. This will build on the success of the UK School Games and its impact on motivating young people to take part in competitive sport.

The DCSF and DCMS are also ensuring that children enjoy an active childhood by providing them with more opportunities for physically active play. To back up new investment announced in The Children's Plan, we will publish a new national strategy on play later this year.

Efford - Strategies to encourage sport and physical recreation 

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Clive Efford: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what steps he is taking to ensure that members of the public are involved in developing strategies to encourage sport and physical recreation in their communities; and if he will make a statement. [192707]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England has been asked by the Secretary of State to develop a new strategy and business plan for the delivery of community sport in England. During January 2008, Sport England invited existing stakeholders to submit views to the organisation on its future direction and strategy. Once the headline strategy has been agreed by the Secretary of State, Sport England intends to conduct further consultation. This will include another round with stakeholders and an open consultation-for the standard three month period-on the proposed resulting changes to lottery grant application criteria. The consultation process will offer any member of the public or group the opportunity to comment on and influence the proposed changes.

Hunt - Playgrounds (finance)

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Hunt: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what contribution (a) his Department and (b) the National Lottery made to the schools playgrounds scheme in each of the last five years; and what contributions he expects to be made in each of the next three years. [191876]

Mr. Sutcliffe: In April 2005 the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, announced a £2 million investment to extend the Sporting Playgrounds programme which is also funded through the DCSF. This scheme refurbishes existing primary school playgrounds to enhance opportunities for sporting activity. Over 600 primary school playgrounds have been developed since the programme began in 2001.

There are no plans for a Sporting Playgrounds programme over the next three years.

The following table shows the total value of grants on the Department's Lottery Grants Database during the last five completed financial years, where the name of the project title or description is recorded as either "school playgrounds", "schools playgrounds" or "school playground". Lottery distributing bodies make grant decisions independently of the Government.

	Financial year 
	Total grant value (£) 

	2002-03 
	131,136 

	2003-04 
	492,337 

	2004-05 
	13,000 

	2005-06 
	96,654 

	2006-07 
	204,012 



The Department's Lottery Grants Database is searchable at:

- www.lottery.culture.gov.uk

and uses information supplied by the Lottery distributor.

Hoey - National Lottery (funding allocations)

Mon, 10 March 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Kate Hoey: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport how much funding was granted by the National Lottery to schemes in (a) England, (b) Scotland, (c) Wales and (d) London in each financial year since 1997-98; and how much funding per head of population this represented in each such area in each year. [192524]

Mr. Sutcliffe: The figures for the total value of grants awarded during the financial years and the areas requested are set out in these tables. The population figures used are the mid-2006 estimates of the Office for National Statistics.

England population : 50,763,000 

£ 

	Financial year 
	England 
	Per capita 

	1997-98 
	1,163,450,037 
	22.91 

	1998-99 
	934,456,531 
	18.41 

	1999-2000 
	1,289,537,594 
	25.40 

	2000-01 
	1,236,024,633 
	24.35 

	2001-02 
	1,479,171,604 
	29.14 

	2002-03 
	1,381,108,283 
	27.21 

	2003-04 
	1,215,828,467 
	23.95 

	2004-05 
	1,000,640,823 
	19.71 

	2005-06 
	905,191,441 
	17.83 

	2006-07 
	691,917,342 
	13.63 

	2007 to date 
	871,967,982 
	17.18 



Scotland population : 5,116,900 

£ 

	Financial year 
	Scotland 
	Per capita 

	1997-98 
	167,921,533 
	32.82 

	1998-99 
	110,345,558 
	21.56 

	1999-2000 
	157,096,865 
	30.70 

	2000-01 
	94,303,915 
	18.43 

	2001-02 
	163,535,481 
	31.96 

	2002-03 
	173,818,430 
	33.97 

	2003-04 
	139,054,838 
	27.18 

	2004-05 
	157,921,097 
	30.86 

	2005-06 
	123,526,558 
	24.14 

	2006-07 
	100,110,306 
	19.56 

	2007 to date 
	97,670,401 
	19.08 



Wales population : 2,965,900 

£ 

	Financial year 
	Wales 
	Per capita 

	1997-98 
	98,247,270 
	33.13 

	1998-99 
	52,827,424 
	17.81 

	1999-2000 
	87,171,252 
	29.39 

	2000-01 
	77,635,099 
	26.18 

	2001-02 
	78,277,480 
	26.39 

	2002-03 
	86,456,596 
	29.15 

	2003-04 
	76,991,971 
	25.96 

	2004-05 
	93,237,601 
	31.44 

	2005-06 
	58,823,765 
	19.83 

	2006-07 
	63,301,568 
	21.34 

	2007 to date 
	44,855,291 
	15.12 



London population : 7,512,400 

£ 

	Financial year 
	London 
	Per capita 

	1997-98 
	315,881,923 
	42.05 

	1998-99 
	339,108,851 
	45.14 

	1999-2000 
	320,891,241 
	42.71 

	2000-01 
	336,669,510 
	44.82 

	2001-02 
	366,167,110 
	48.74 

	2002-03 
	415,103,887 
	55.26 

	2003-04 
	360,532,200 
	47.99 

	2004-05 
	233,389,539 
	31.07 

	2005-06 
	280,739,675 
	37.37 

	2006-07 
	181,265,529 
	24.13 

	2007 to date 
	176,992,643 
	23.56 



The Department's Lottery Grants Database is searchable at:

- www.lottery.culture.gov.uk

