	

	



	[image: image2.png]


Given the sport's recent doldrums, many are dubious that athletics can turn itself around in time to produce a decent medal haul for the UK at the London 2012 Games. In this week's Sportindustry.biz Big Interview, Jon Ridgeon, managing director of Fast Track, explains why the new management team for the sport will prove the doubters wrong.
Read more or add your comment.
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Chelsea, Rangers and Celtic are among a number of top European teams applying pressure to join the football club powerbroker group G14.
Read more or add your comment.
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The NBA has announced that it is to open an office in London as part of its on-going effort to grow the basketball franchise's fan base throughout Europe.
Read more or add your comment.
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High street retailer Marks & Spencer has struck a deal with the Football Association to become the official tailor of the England team.
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Slazenger has signed new England and Sussex wicket-keeper Matthew Prior and Yorkshire bowler Adil Rashid, on long-term endorsement agreements to provide them with Slazenger cricket equipment.
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Saracens has renewed its shirt sponsorship deal with financial services firm Man Group who will continue to be the rugby union club's primary commercial partner for a further three years.
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Toyota has signed up to sponsor Cricinfo's on-line coverage of England's cricket series this summer. The car manufacturer will run advertising on Cricinfo's live score service and alongside coverage of the England team throughout the country's up-coming fixtures.
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Padraig Harrington has signed a three-year sponsorship deal with the Bank of Ireland which will see the golfer sport the bank's branding on his golf clothing as well as host a number of corporate golf days during the year. 
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The Amateur Boxing Association of England is actively seeking commercial partners for the sport in the build-up to the Beijing 2008 and ultimately the London 2012 Olympic Games.  
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Despite relegation from the FA Premier League, Watford has announced a club record sponsorship deal with domestic appliance and electronics brand Beko. The new shirt deal will see the Beko logo emblazoned across the Hornets' shirts for the next two seasons. 


	[image: image13.png]


Milk drink brand Yazoo has signed an endorsement deal with England rugby player Mark Cueto to act as the face of the RFU Yazoo Tag Rugby grass-roots programme. 


	[image: image14.png]@ Marketing & PR






	[image: image15.png]


Energy company E.ON is to launch a major outdoor campaign at Wembley, to coincide with the first FA Cup Final at the new stadium. The campaign was brokered by CBS Outdoor, IPM and Initiative, and will allow E.ON to dominate outdoor advertising around the 90,000-capacity Wembley Stadium. 
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Prominent UK boxer Ricky Hatton has hired sports marketing agency Fuse Sport to handle all the Manchester fighter's commercial relationships. 
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Honda F1 is to seeking a marketing director to replace the departing Alistair Watkins. The incoming marketer will be responsible for the team's new environmental stance 'My earth dream', working with 19 Entertainment to promote the campaign. 
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The new Wembley Stadium has endured a rocky build-up to hosting its first FA Cup Final this weekend after negative media reports over the pricing of facilities within the arena, leaks in the roof and the potential for the official shop to be closed on matchday. 
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The Football League recorded its highest aggregate attendances for 47 years during the 2006/07 season. More than 16.4m fans attended matches, up by 250,000 on the 2005/06 campaign. 
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The Scottish Premier League has rejected complaints from St Mirren and Dunfermline that argued that newly promoted Gretna had failed to provide assurances they would create a 6,000 capacity stadium by 2008/09. 
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According to a new report, the economic impact of hosting the America's Cup sailing event could reach as much as $10bn for the winners of the 32nd edition of the competition. 
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Former Leeds chairman Gerald Krasner has labelled chairman Ken Bates' offer to pay off the club's creditors as "derisory". Bates placed Leeds in administration this month and could get the go-ahead to buy the club back as director of a new company at a meeting on 1st June. 
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ITV is launching a new darts tournament that will unify players from the sport's two rival franchises, the Professional Darts Corporation and the British Darts Organisation. 
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News Group Newspapers has pledged to turn The Sun's website into the number one on-line destination for sports. The newspaper group is gearing up for a major relaunch in the next few weeks in an attempt to make Thesun.co.uk the most popular sports site on the web. 
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Prime Minister-elect Gordon Brown is mulling over setting up a specific ministerial department to handle the London 2012 Olympics if, as expected, he takes the helm at the end of next month.
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The Olympic Delivery Authority has announced a shortlist of three companies who will compete for the construction contract for the new Aquatics Centre to be built for the London 2012 Games. Balfour Beatty, Eiffel and Hochtief have been selected to go forward to the next stage of the bidding process. 
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FIFA is to unveil a new brand positioning and slogan at its Congress in Zurich at the end of May. "For the Good of the Game" strapline will be replaced, with a new emphasis being placed on CSR and the development of communities through football.
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Wigan chairman Dave Whelan has written to the Premier League asking for the resignation of chief executive Richard Scudamore and chairman Dave Richards in the wake of the West Ham controversy over Carlos Tevez's registration.
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The bid team behind Glasgow's candidature to host the 2014 Commonwealth Games has registered a complaint over criticism of the Scottish city by a politician from rival bidder, the Nigerian capital Abuja.
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A new government survey released by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport has revealed that swimming is the nation's most popular participation sport. The "Taking Part" survey also revealed 94% of adults in England engaged in at least one form of sporting or cultural opportunity during the past 12 months, with 69% participating in active sport.
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	NOT JUST ANYONE FOR TENNIS


	COMMERCIAL MANAGERS – NEW NATIONAL TENNIS CENTRE, ROEHAMPTON, LONDON


	Drive. Ambition. Innovation. Professionalism. Creativity and a winning mind set. Just a few of things you will need to maximise the commercial potential of tennis.


	Working with one of the 'big five' sports and based in the LTA's new state of the art national tennis centre you will bring a fresh and dynamic approach to strategic sponsorship, marketing, client servicing and licensing. You will play a pivotal role in nurturing our current sponsors and developing new ones.


	These, then, are high-profile roles which require sensitivity and sophistication. So we're not after just a quick close. It's the strategic side of sales and brand development that interests us, along with an appreciation of how client relationships are built and maintained.


	So, if you want to join a high performing winning team and contribute to the growing success of British tennis at the LTA, visit www.winningtennisforbritain.co.uk


	
	Friday

22C Cloudy

Saturday

18C Cloudy 

Sunday

18 Sunny 

FTSE 100

6625.70

Dow Jones

13476.72

Dollar

1.9735

Euro

1.4615

FOOTBALL

Chelsea v Man Utd Saturday, SS1, 15:00 

RUGBY UNION

England Saxons v USA Friday, SS3, 19:45 

Bath v Clermont Auvergne Saturday, SSX, 17:15 

Wasps v Leicester Sunday, SS2, 14:30 

RUGBY LEAGUE

Huddersfield v Bradford Friday, SS2, 19:30 

Warrington v Harlequins Saturday, 19:00, SS2 

CRICKET

England v West Indies Fri, Sat, Sun, SS1, 10:30 
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	Go here to unsubscribe from this mailing list.
We respect your right to privacy. 
	


