
Geographical Information Bulletin

Welcome to the first edition of the RDIN Geographical Information Bulletin. WMRO are pleased to have produced this with the help and support of the RDIN Geographical Information Topic Group. Articles have been contributed both by members of the Topic Group and through wider networks, and I would like to thank everybody involved.

The aim of the GI Bulletin is to provide accessible information on a growing area which is increasingly important across all policy areas. Through providing links to current projects, organisations and, when relevant, dataset releases, it is hoped to demonstrate the benefits of well utilised GI. The GI Bulletin will be delivered to all RDIN members and any other subscribers on a six-monthly basis. 

I hope you find this bulletin interesting and useful, and would welcome any comments you may have, together with suggestions for future articles.

John Walker
West Midlands Regional Observatory

Geographical Information Topic Group 
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The Geographical Information topic group is the first of its kind within the Region. The group provides a forum for discussion for those with a professional interest in GI. Leadership and membership of the group is voluntary and open to anyone within the Region. The group have already produced several successful outputs, including Guidelines for handling geographic information; a regional GIS user needs assessment and several GI seminars.

More info »
A GI Strategy for England
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There is an increased reliance on GI to aid better informed decision making. A GI Strategy for England would provide a framework for producing standardised data that is fit for purpose and would help support decision making.

More info »
Green Arc Partnership 
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The Green Arc Partnership (GAP) was formed in 2004 in response to the construction of the M6 Toll Road. This article looks at ways that GAP has used GIS to help decision-making in its project work.

More info »
Ordnance Survey Licensing for the Public Sector
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Ordnance Survey (OS) has been providing accurate, reliable and detailed geographic information for Great Britain for more than 200 years.

More info »
2011 Census Test
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The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is planning the first major field test for the next census to take place on 13 May 2007. It will form part of the planning and testing programme leading up to the next census of Population and Housing for England and Wales in 2011.

More info »
The Walkzone
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The “Walkzone” has been developed jointly between Dudley Public Health, Dudley MBC’s GIS Unit and Assist Applications Ltd to help educate the general public about the health benefits that walking can bring. It allows people to plan their own walking routes using the real-world view of aerial photography enhanced by annotation of street names.

More info »
Suggestions and feedback
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This bulletin is designed to provide information on new developments in GI, on best practice examples and on new initiatives. If you have any comments or wish to make suggestions for topics for articles in future bulletins please contact John Walker by email at john.walker@wmro.org .

In this issue

1. Intro
2. GI Topic Group
3. A GI Strategy for England
4. Green Arc Partnership
5. Ordnance Survey Licensing for the Public Sector
6. 2011 Census Test
7. The Walkzone
8. Suggestions and Feedback  

Events calendar 

15 May 2007
GeoDATA 2007
The Rep, Birmingham

18 May 2007
Local versus National Information Systems - Who wins?, BURISA Conference 2007, London

22 May 2007
Improving the business of Government
London

See all upcoming events on our events calendar.

Join the RDIN

This bi-annual newsletter is produced by the Geographical Information Topic Group, part of the West Midlands Regional Data & Intelligence Network. 

Register with us to receive the latest updates on research activities and events.

Related newsletters

Cultural research
Economy and skills
Environment and natural resources
Regional Data & Intelligence Network
West Midlands Regional Observatory
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