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BIG LOTTERY LIFT FOR WEST MIDS 

GOOD CAUSES 

Parents and carers in Tamworth and communities in North Shropshire are among those to benefit from more than £880,000 Lottery good causes cash awarded in the region today.

The four grants are from the Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Communities programme, which supports projects that improve the lives of local people in communities across England. 

Childcare providers, Funkyds, will use £306,743 to provide good quality childcare for children aged 4-14 in the Glascote Heath, Stoneydelph, Amington, Lakeside and Two Gates areas of Tamworth. The project gives parents and carers the time and support needed to undertake training and employment and gain a better life for their families.  

Based at The Face Centre in Glascote Heath, Funkyds offers a breakfast club, an after-school club during the school term, and play schemes throughout the school holidays. Children get to take part in a wide range of activities, such as arts and crafts, cookery, sports and computer work, which not only allow them to have fun but also help to improve their skills and confidence.

Jacquie Stringer, Co-ordinating Manager, said: “Without the support of The Big Lottery Fund the service that we offer would be lost, as although Funkyds is now in a better position to support parts of its running costs we could not finance the amount of staff required to meet the needs of the community. Due to employment commitments many parents are not able to take their children on many outings during the school holidays so it is important that we support these families to ensure children are not only having lots of enjoyment along with security when parents are working but are also gaining life skills.”

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for the West Midlands, said: “Whether it's helping people to take up employment opportunities or encouraging them to get involved in new activities, Lottery funding is enabling these projects to continue providing vital support to people in the West Midlands. They bring huge benefits to the individuals involved and have a positive effect on the region’s communities.”

Elsewhere in the region, Whitchurch Community Services Association is awarded £340,092 to continue and expand its healthy living project, which aims to increase physical activity and healthy eating, help people develop confidence and self-esteem, reduce isolation and enhance community cohesion.
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Based in the Hospital Chapel Centre, Whitchurch, the project offers a broad range of physical and creative activities that target both people from deprived pockets of the local area and also the wider community.

Activities aim to inspire people, help them to build their confidence and social networks, and extend their activity. They include gentle physical exercise, healthy eating programmes and arts and craft sessions as well as community internet and IT access. The centre also offers substance misuse and health services and operates a Young People’s Drop-in service to build confidence and life skills in local young people and develop inter-generational respect.  

Kath Goodchild, Manager and Fundraiser, said: “On behalf of the Management Committee and staff, I am delighted to have the opportunity to take this project forward for the next five years. The Big Lottery Fund has given this project the stability to continue developing new and innovative services over the next five years, for people of North Shropshire. The Chapel Centre team is thrilled to be in a position to offer the local community new activities over the next few years.”

Also in Shropshire, Cleobury Parish Hall, based in Cleobury Mortimer, will use an award of £31,473 to undertake work on the hall’s large Victorian windows, which are in urgent need of repair. The group will install new aluminium double-glazed windows and repair the supporting stone mullions. A wide range of people from the local community regularly uses the hall, and the work will ensure that it is a warm and friendly meeting place.

And in North Solihull, independent charity Welcome is awarded £203,043 to help reduce drug use and lessen its impact on individuals and local communities. The project will continue and develop its Chelmsley Wood drop-in centre, which supports people and their families as they rebuild their lives during or after a period of drug misuse. 

Ends//

                                         Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

 

Notes to Editors 

· Under Reaching Communities, the Big Lottery Fund awards grants between £10,000 and £500,000 to projects that offer people better life chances, build stronger communities, develop improved rural and urban environments and improve health and well being.
· The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 
· The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004. It was established by Parliament on 1 December 2006.
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to Good Causes. As a result, over £20 billion has now been raised and more than 280,000 grants given out across the arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.  
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