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28 May 2008
Commission clarifies its position on Home Grown Players

The European Commission today announced its backing for UEFA’s home grown players rule at a press conference in Brussels. It clarified that UEFA’s system respected the principle of free movement of players and backed its legality. 

UEFA’s rules mean eight of the 25 man squad for European competitions must be home grown players, which are defined by UEFA as players who, regardless of their nationality or age, have been trained by their club or by another club in the national association for at least three years between the age of 15 and 21. The UEFA rule does not contain any nationality conditions (famously Spanish international Cesc Fabregas qualifies as one of Arsenal’s home grown players). It also applies in the same way to all players and all clubs participating in competitions organised by UEFA.

FIFA’s 6+5 rule

The announcement comes just days before FIFA’s vote on their 6+5 plan which proposes that teams in FIFA competitions should have six players in the starting eleven who come from the country in which the club was registered. In the press conference Commissioner Špidla labelled this as blatantly against EU law, clarifying that the European Commission would have no choice but to take infringement proceedings against any member state employing the 6+5 rule. 

What does this mean for other sports?

The Commission has clarified this is not a green light for home grown player initiatives in other sports; however, Commissioner Špidla welcomed further cooperation between sport and the Commission. While the statement does not represent a broad legalisation of home grown player rules, the Commission has discussed at length with CCPR the key criteria for home grown player rules – namely necessity, proportionality and legitimacy. CCPR is happy to aid sporting organisations in meeting these criteria in creating new proposals in their sports.

Further analysis of young sportspeople
The statement, timed as it was for before the FIFA summit, leaves a number of questions unanswered. It is hoped that the full study of the training of young sportsmen and sportswomen in Europe due to be released in June will shed further light on areas such as the exploitation of minors, movement of young professionals, compensation mechanisms for academy players and youth contracts. The Commission has also stated that it will review UEFA’s implementation of the rule in 2012 to examine its success and any unintended consequences.
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