House of Commons, House of Lords and other key agencies – sport questions etc, 25 April – 1 May 2008
Rosindell - Sports: Young People

Fri, 25 April 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer
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Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what plans he has to increase the number of young people engaging in sporting activities. [201374]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Through our joint PE and Sport Strategy for Young people (PESSYP), the Department is working with the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) to increase the take-up of sporting opportunities among five to 19-years-olds.

Our aim is to sustain and increase current levels of participation by those aged five to 16 in at least two hours of high quality PE and sport at school, and offer five to 19-year-olds at least three hours of sport beyond the school day, delivered by a range of school, community and club providers.

These ambitions will be realised through a range of programmes and activities delivered through Sport England and the Youth Sport Trust, and will be supported by increases in the number of coaches in schools, and a national network of Competition Managers within School Sport Partnerships.

Spellar - Motorsport Development UK (finance)

Fri, 25 April 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer

Contents 

Mr. Spellar: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport pursuant to the answer of 31 March 2008, Official Report, column 540W, on Motorsport Development UK, what estimate was made in 2003 of the amount that would be provided to Motorsport Development UK; and if he will make a statement. [200797]

Mr. Sutcliffe: It was announced by the Department for Trade and Industry (DTI) in 2003 that up to £16 million over five years would be required to fund the recommendations of the Motorsport Competitiveness Panel (MCP).

To date, Motorsport Development UK (MDUK) has spent £11.5 million on the five key priority areas identified by the MCP to support and strengthen the sport and its related industry.

During a debate in the House of Lords on 6 March 2008, Official Report, column GC179, Baroness Vadera agreed that a detailed breakdown of spending by MDUK would be provided to the Libraries of the House in due course.

Foster, Don - School sports

Thu, 1 May 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer
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Mr. Don Foster: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how much (a) National Lottery funding and (b) Government funding school sport received in each year since 2003-04 for which figures are available, expressed in 2007-08 prices. [203022]

Kevin Brennan: A breakdown of Exchequer funding and Big Lottery investment in England into PE and school sport from 2003-04 to 2007-08 (adjusted to 2007-08 prices) is set out in the following table:

£ million 

	Financial year 
	Lottery 
	DCSF/DCMS Funding 

	2003-04 
	155 
	116.6 

	2004-05 
	353.7 
	166.3 

	2005-06 
	78.9 
	210 

	2006-07 
	31.5 
	260.4 

	2007-08 
	21.5 
	266.5 

	Total 
	640.6 
	1,019.8 


MPs debate Sports and Leisure Trusts (VAT)

Wed, 30 April 2008 | Debate - Adjournment and General

Summary 

The VAT arrangements placed on sport and leisure trusts were determined by EU regulations, MPs heard today. 

During a debate today the Financial Secretary to the Treasury Jane Kennedy told MPs that HMRC would not be able to change VAT arrangements for sport and leisure trusts due to EU regulations on VAT. 

Ms Kennedy explained that sporting services were exempt from VAT when they were supplied by a non-profit making organisation, but that HMRC had a long-standing policy that VAT would be charged on fees that also granted access to non-sporting facilities within a leisure centre, such as saunas. She said that if HMRC did not collect VAT from these charges it would be in breach on European agreements. 

The Financial Secretary acknowledged that this was a difficult situation, but said that there was little she could do in her role as a minister to enable HMRC to take another course of action. She also wished to stress that the Government continued to encourage participation in sport and gave community amateur sports clubs that met eligibility criteria a range of tax reliefs. 

The debate was opened by Labour MP Brian Donohoe, who objected to VAT being charged on all-inclusive fees for leisure centres. He said the VAT system in this area was excessively bureaucratic and the tax burden would have a negative impact on sports and leisure trusts at a time when the Government was encouraging increased participation in sport.

Hunt - Sports Funding

Wed, 30 April 2008 | House of Commons - Written Answer
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Mr. Hunt: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what steps his Department is taking to achieve the target of increasing private sector funding of sport in 2008-09. [202346]

Mr. Sutcliffe: Sport England has developed a commercial strategy to support its target to raise £50 million in private sector funding. This is part of its overall strategy for 2008-11, which is being finalised and is due to be launched shortly.

We are also working closely with UK Sport and others about raising the £100 million private sector funding for elite athletes.

Non-governmental and International Organisation Press Releases
BISL welcomes 'gamercize' revolution

Wed, 30 April 2008 | Campaign Organisation Press Release

Summary 

The chief executive officer of Business in Sport and Leisure (BISL,) Brigid Simmonds has commented on the new phenomena of 'gamercize', which she claimed was the British grown answer to the obesity challenges of the UK today. She explained that gamercize has produced cycle and step machines that plug directly into a PC, Wii, Playstation, or any games console, to combine computer games with physical exercise.

She praised the invention by saying: 'This is a great British invention that could begin to bridge the gap between exercise levels of both adults and children today and what they should be doing. It makes it realistic to achieve an hour’s exercise in a lunch time if you’re stuck in the office and likewise for children who would rather stay inside playing games.'

 
ODA - survey results reveal positive attitude towards Paralympic Games

Thu, 1 May 2008 | Government Body Press Release

Summary 

The Olympic Delivery Authority has reported that according to a recent survey, 93 per cent of the UK public see Paralympic athletes as good role models for young people. 69 per cent of those polled stated that there should be more media coverage of Paralympic sport. 

Sebastian Coe, London Organising Committee Chairman, said: 'We want to use the power of the Games to inspire change, and one of the key legacies the London 2012 Paralympic Games can leave is to change public and media attitudes towards people with a disability. This research gives us an important insight into attitudes towards Paralympic sport and we will use it to underpin our plans.'

