News from Royal National College for the Blind – 14 May 2008


In addition to the many other exciting things going on at RNC at the moment, we’ve been working with the FA to promote the Great Britain Blind Football squad (RNC is home ground to the team and a senior member of staff, Tony Larkin, is the team coach), the forthcoming launch of the world’s first Blind Football Academy here in August, and our brand new international standard blind football pitch, which will enable us to host the World Blind Football Championships in 2010, and hopefully play a part in the 2012 Paralympics.

As you can probably imagine, we are getting a lot of media interest in this, and this week held a press event and let journalists don blindfolds and experience what it is like to play blind football!

Today a great feature has appeared in the Western Daily Press (a big regional title covering Bristol, Bath, Somerset, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and parts of Herefordshire and Worcestershire), and they have uploaded a short video to their website taken by the reporter, who wore a ‘headcam’ whilst testing his skills against some members of the GB team!

The link to the article, which gives a great idea of Team GB’s achievements and what blind football is like, can be found at:

http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=146243&command=displayContent&sourceNode=145928&contentPK=20617303&folderPk=100269&pNodeId=145803
The link to Daniel’s video is:

http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=244241&command=newPage&id=1936
I thought you and your colleagues might be interested to know about this, and if you want to see a game in action, BBC Inside Sport filmed here recently and the coverage will go out on Monday night at 11.05pm on BBC1.  I gather The Times are also covering blind football on Monday, a few other nationals are working on pieces, and a lot of info can be found on the FA website too.
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